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TuiB little book is designed to throw somo 
light upon the early history of Noncouformity iii 
the Borough of Evesham. It does not profess 
to contain a judicial account of the rise of 
Quakerism, or of the relation borne by the early 
Quakers to contemporary society and their suc- 
oesBors of to-day. The details it presents are of 
a purel; local character, and the reader must 
refer to Baxolay's ' Inner Life of the Eehgions 
Bocieties of the Commonwealth,' or to some other 
standard history of the Society of Friends, if he 
is desirous of acquainting himself more fully 
with the causes of Quakerism, its doctrines, and 
internal government. 

My thanks are due to the many kind friends 
who have rendered me assistance in the prepa- 
ration of this volume. I am especially indebted 
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Prefaea. 

to ThomaoQ Sharp, of Eatington ; to Herbert 
New, of Eyeaham ; to Henry Newman, of 
Leominster ; to Thomas Westcombe, of Worcester ; 
to tbe Rev. B. W. Stannns, M.A., Sector of 
Arrow; and to the London "Meeting for Suffer- 
ings" for permission to examine several old works 
in the Devon shire House Library, 

The greater part of Chapter HI. was delivered 
in the form of a Lecture in the Evesham Insti- 
tute, on February 24tb, 1886, Mr. J. B. Slater 
in the Chair. 

I am alone respausible for the opinions exptesaed. 



A. W. B. 



ISa^, 1805. 
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CHAPTER I. 



INTRODUCTORY. 



'* Their chief est oare and business was so to accommodate 
all their actions, as that they might seem not to introduce any 
new upstart religion, but to resemble the ancient Primitive 
Church." — Gebabd Cboese on the Early Friends (1696). 

The ** Morning Star of the English Reformation " 
arose in the reign of King Edward III., in the person 
of John WicklifFe. He translated the Bible into the 
language of the people, and began to spread the 
doctrines of the Reformation by his sermons and 
writings. After a life spent in doing battle with the 
errors of Rome, he closed his days in peace ; but his 
enemies revenged themselves by unearthing his ashes, 
and scattering them upon the little rivulet, the Swift, 
a tributary of the Warwickshire Avon. ** Thus,** says 
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Thomas Fuller, "this brook did convey his ashes 
into the Avon, Avon into Severn, Severn into the 
narrow sea, and thia into the wide ocean. And so 
the ashes of Wickliffe are the emblem of his doctriae, 
which is now disjjersed all the world over." 

The first to perish at SmJthfield for his unfaltering 
allegiance to the principles of Protestantism was 
WiUiam Sautre, Eector of St. Oawithes, London; 
and the second was " a native of Evesham, Thomas 
Badbj by name, and by occupation a tailor."* It la 
probable that one of WickUffe's " poor priests " had 
visited the town, and that his out-spolien appeals 
had conviuceil Badby of the unscriptm'alneBs of some 
of the dogmas of Rome. Suapected of heresy, Badbjr 
Tvas dragged before tha Bishop of Worcester, in 
whose presence he boldly declared " that after the 
sacramental words spoken by the priests to make the 
body of Chrii^t, the material bread remains upon the 
altar as in the beginning, neither is it turned into 
the very body of Christ," + Branded as ■' an open 
and pubhc heretic," the uuHinching tailor was next 
examined before Thomas Arundel, Arohbiahop of 
Canterbury, the Bishop of London, and a number of 
other ecclesiastics. The Primate besought him, 
" by the bowels of Jesus Christ," to recant hia 
opinions; but ho firmly refused to do so, and a 
room in one of the friars' houses was prepared 
for bis custody. 

• Mny'B ■ HiBWiy o( Eveduun,' p. 406, 
t Foie's ' Book ol Mart;rrt,' 
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On the 15th of March, 1409, Badby ouoe more 
stood face to face with his persecutors, in St. PauPs 
Church, London, and '* still held and defended his 
opinions; and said that while he lived he would 
never retract the same.** His sentence was accord- 
ingly sealed, and the Archbishop delivered him over 
to the secular power. That same afternoon he was 
led to the stake, and placed inside an empty barrel 
upon the wood. The prior of St. Bartholomew's, 
Smithfield, then arrived upon the scene, bearing in 
solemn state " the sacrament of God's body," which 
he showed to the prisoner, and enquired how he 
believed in it. Badby replied, ** that he knew well it 
was hallowed bread, and not God's body." Fire was 
then applied to the faggots. As he felt the first 
pangs of torture, the martyr called upon the Lord 
for mercy ; whereupon the Prince of Wales, who was 
standing by, ordered the barrel to be removed, and 
the flames quenched. Badby was then promised a 
yearly allowance from the royal treasury if he would 
renounce his heresy; but he "refused the offer of 
worldly promises, being no doubt more vehemently 
inflamed with the Spirit of God than with any 
earthly desire.'* "Nothing abashed at their torments, 
he persevered to the end, — not without a great and 
most cruel battle, but with a much greater victory."* 
Thomas Badby's noble assertion of the rights of 
conscience in the face of an arrogant and tyrannical 
hierarchy deserves to be held in remembrance by the 

* Foxe's * Book of Martyrs.' 
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people of Kvesbam, as well aa by all lovers of 
religious liberty.* 

When we speak of tlie spiritual darkness of 
mediaeval times, we must ever remember that 
"man's conscience lived, spoke, and groaned during 
tlie long dominion of Popery, and, like a plant 
growing among tborns, it often succeeded in forcing; 
a passage tlirougb tbe obstacles of traditionalism, to 
blossom in tbe quickening sun of God's grace." + 
The lamp of learning shone brightly in the cloister, 
and worlfs of priceless value were banded down to 
animate and enlighten generations yet unborn. A 
passion was developed for tbe cultivation of the fine 
arts ; scbools and universities were founded ; and 
the sufferings of tbe needy and infirm were alleviated 
by the kindly ministrations of the charitable monks. 
— " Divers and many pore, needy, lame, and impotent 
people " llocked from "the towne and tbe countrey 
nigh adjoining " to receive " daily succor and relief" 
at the "Monasterye of our Lady Virgin and Seynt 
Eogwin of Evesbam." The abbots of Evesham 
were, with few exceptions, men of upright condnot 
and outwardly blameless lives. They were well 
versed in ecclesiastical literature, and tbey devoted 
themselves to ennohing the architectural mognifi- 

' "Another evidence ol the spread ot LoUardima in tbe 
dioceae is found in the ohnige agiunat one Jalin Lucy, vicar ot 
CheslerloD, in Warwickshire, for 'ntceiviny and horbourinti ' 
Lord Cobham." — ' Diocetan HUlori/ of WonttUr.' p. 108. 

t D'Aobign^'a 'Hiatory of Beformalion,' iv.. p, M. 
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cence of their aplendid monastery. Held in juat 
esteem by rich and poor alike, they suceeasfully 
resisted the flood of corruption and licentiouBneas 
which overwhelmed man; monastic institutions ; 
and we may thankfully believe that not a few of 
them looked beyond the wearisome ceremonial of 
their Church, and in their hearts repudiated its 
unchristian doctrines and its pious frauds. 

The dissolution of the Mitred Abbey of Evesham, 
in 1589, marks the close of an important epoch in 
the rehgious history of the town. The supremacy of 
I Borne was at an end. Priestly authority had received 
' its death-blow. The Scriptures were rescued from 
I oblivion by the hand of the KeformerB, and a copy of 
Oranmer'e Bible was placed in AM Saints Church for 
the UBe of the parishioners. The pecuhar doctrines ' 

of spiritual, as opposed to ecclesiastical, Christianity ' 

I were revived and proclaimed in the hearing of the ' 

I people. Men began to exercise the great right and 
duty of private judgment; their intellectual powers 
1' were awakened, and spiritual affections which had 
I long Iain dormant were at last aroused into healthy 
', activity. 

Leland, the antiquary, who visited Evesham soon ■ 

after the demolition of the abbey, refers to the 
existence of the two parish churches, and adds, I 

"whither the people of the towne resort." For 
many years religious sentiment appeared to fluctuate ' 

I between Popery and Protestantism. Ancient usages 
^^^md superstitions are clung to with great tenacitoy, 
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and it Bbould not be bastil; aeBumed tbat tbe 
Protestant form of worship was immediately sub- 
stituted for tbe Romieb mass. Tbe images, sbrinee, 
pictures, and all tbe otber parapbemalia of Popery 
may bave been speedily removed ; but it is more 
liiely tbat tbey remained uutoucbed for a consider- 
able time. Tbe former inmates of tbe convent — 
some of whom, doubtless, remained in Evesham — 
must bave long maintained tbeir influence over tbe 
townspeople ; and it would appear from the Latin 
inscription upon the grave-atone of Robert WyllyB 
(appointed incumbent of All Saints in 1645J that tbe 
pulpit atill gave its sanotion to one at least of the 
errors of Rome: — "Pray for the souls of Robert 
Wyllys and Agnes bis wife ; upon wbose souIb may 
God bave mercy."* 

The Reformation did not give birth to an era in 
which the professing Christians of England returned 
m iiniiMf to tbe primitive simplicity of apostolic times. 
It brought forth a form of "national" religion, 
purified from the grosser abuses of the past, but still 
resting upon a worldly and unscriptural foundation. 
Papal Supremacy gave place to Royal Supremacy. 
The Church was linked to the State, and the 
sovereign made " supreme governor in all spiritual 
and ecclesiastical things and causes." As tbe martyr 
Barrow ironically exclaimed, "All this people with 
all theee manners were in one day. with the blast of 
Queen Elizabeth's trumpet — of ignorant Papists and 
* firau on tomb in All Sainti Ofauioh. 
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gross idoltttora — made faithful Christiana and trne 
profesBorB." Liberty of conscience existed more in 
name than in reality, for rehgions uniformity was 
enforced mider the severest penalties. The Acts of 
Conformity presented a. formidable barrier to the 
progress of vital Christianity, and many honest 
seekers after truth fell victims to their iron grasp. 
I Bnt the Word of God cannot be bound by the decrees 
I of courts and councils. Earnest and enhghtened men i 

contended zealously for purer forms of faith and 
worship, and their efforts resulted in the estabhsb- 
ment of a few little Christian societies upon a free 
and independent basis. Some time elapsed, however, 
before Nonconformity took deep root in England, 
Bending out "her boughs unto the sea, and Ler 
branches unto the river." 

The period succeeding the accession of the Stuarts i 

I was marked by an almost unparalleled amount of 
controversy upon a great variety of religious topics. 
I The issue of the Authorised Version of the Bible J 

' gave fresh strength to the revolt against Popery, and I 

awakened a Itveher interest in religion. No r^uestion 1 

affecting the soul's eternal destiny escaped the notice 
of contending theologians. Men everywhere diacussed I 

the value of appointed rites, and the best forms of 
charoh discipline and government, — too often to the 
esclasion of more vital considerations. A strong 
party in the Church of England favoured the 
retention of Popish practices, while the Puritans 
^^^»ve with even greater determination to secure "a J 
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thoFougli and godly reformation" &om the errors 
and abuses of tbe past. Despairing at length of 
witnessing tbe fulfilment of tlieir hopes, many 
earnest Purituns left their native land, and sought 
civil and religious Uberty on the shores of America. 
Notwithatandiug tbe bostihty of the King, however, 
the way was preparing for a mighty triumph of 
Puritan ism over Episcopacy. 

It is needless to review at length the causes which 
led to the Civil War and the downfall of the 
monarchy. Beligioua strife raged with unabated 
fury, and tbe persecuting tendencies of the High 
Church party only added fuel to the flames, exciting 
an opposition which amounted almost to fanaticism. 
Charles I. placed himself in direct antagouisui to the 
principles of popular government, plunging the whole 
country into confusion and diamay. It was a critical 
moment for tbe cause of Christianity. The Puritan 
remnant, drained of its best blood, was " getting into 
tbe sear and yellow leaf; and the Independents, 
Baptists, imd other sects, who were at one time 
thoroughly and remarkably spiritual, were gi'owing 
worldly, pohtioal, and vainglorious ; the evaugehcal 
professors had come to feel that they were numerous 
and powerful, tiicy had an opportunity of grasping 
the carnal sword, they embraced that opportunity, 
and from that moment very many of them lost the 
spirituality for wliich they had been eminent. The 
danger was lest the evangelical sects should quietly 
settle down into one State Church, make a scrambla 
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&r tJie good things of the Ecalesiastical Estabiisli- 
ment, and preach each one after its own fashion, in 
the numbness of death rather than in the power of 
life.''* This clanger was, however, averted by the 
appearance of fresh witnesses to the Truth. 

George Fox, the founder of Quakerism, commenced 
his minietry in the year 1647. He resembled Elijah 
in the rapidity of his movements, and iu the fearless 
determination with which he denounced idolatry 
and Bin ; but his writings ahow hJni to have been a 
man of child-like tenderness, a true " son of consola- 
tion," overflowing with love and sympatliy for all. 
Although only an ill-educated Leicestershire shoe- 
maker, he beUeved it to be his mission to proclaim 
the freedom and spirituality of the Christian rehgion, 
and to gather together a "peculiar people, zealous of 
good works." A few extracts from hia Journal will 
fiLow still further the nature of his mission :— 

" f waa sent to turn people from daiiuesa to light, 

that they might receive Christ Jesus I was 

to turn them to the grace of God, and to the truth 
in the heart, which came by Jesus ; that by this 
grace they might be taught, which would bring them 

aaJvation I saw that Christ died for ali men, 

and was a propitiation for all ; and enhghtened all 
men and women with his divine and savmg hght." 

■■ I was to bring people off irom all their own 
ways, to Christ the new and hving way ; and from 
their churches, which men had made and gathered, 
■ C. H. Sporgeon on George Foi, 1866. 
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to the ohtirch in God, the general assembly written 
in heaven, which Christ is the head of; and o£F from 
the world's teachers, made by men, to learn of 
Chrifit, who ia the way, the truth, and the life; 
.... and off from all the world's worabips, to 
know the spirit of truth in the inward parts, and to 
be led thereby ; that in it they might worship the 
Father of spirits, who seelcs auch to worship him. 
.... I was to bring them off from all the world's 
fellowshipa, and prayings, and singings, which stood 
in forms without power ; that their fellowship might 
be in the Holy Ghoat, and in the Eternal Spirit of 
God ; that they might pray in the Holy Ghost, and 
sing in the Spirit and with the grace that comes by 
JeauB, making melody in their hearts to the Lord." 

" I was to bring people off from Jewish ceremouies, 
and from lieatheniah fables, and from men's inven* 
tioos and worldly doctrines, .... and all their 
beggarly rudiments, with their schools and colleges 
for making ministers of Christ, .... and from all 
their images and crosses, and Bpnnkling of infanta, 
with all their holy days (so called), and all their vain 
traditions which they had gotten up since the 
apostles' days, wliich the Lord's power waa against; 
in the dread and authority of which I was moved to 
declare against them all." 

This was a glorious mission for any man to 
undertake, and right nobly did Fok address himself 
to it, delivering his message to rich and poor, to 
Jeenits and Puritans, to judges and magistratea, to 
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priesta and Boldiers. " Persecated but not forsaken, 
cast down but not destroyed," "in stripes above 
measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft." 
he laboured on witb unflagging energy, and lived 
to witness a remarkable revival of primitive 
Ohrifitianity wbich made itself felt in every part 
of the land. The origin of some of the Common- 
wealth sects can be traced to a disordered fancy or 
a wild delusion ; but Qualcerism was wholly different 
in its nature and its aims. As G-erard Ctoese 
trnthfuUy remarked, it was the constant aim of the 
early Friends " ao to accommodate alt their actions 
as they might seem not to introduce any new 
upstart religion, but to resemble the ancient 
Primitive Church," and in this they achieved an 
undoubted success. 

George Fox and his co-workers gave especial 
prominence to the doctrine of the Inward Light, 
and the work of the Holy Spirit in the regeneration 
of mankind, insisting upon the necessity of a 
personal deliverance from the power of sin aud 
Satan. In opposition to the Calvanistic theology 
which was current in their day, they proclaimed 
the universality of saving grace, and saw that 
although " an ocean of darkness and death " still 
covered the earth, yet that " an infinite ocean of 
Light and Love flowed over the ocean of darkness," 
and that in this " the infinite love of God " was 
manifest to all. To them " the Church" was not " a 
nuzed multitude " of good men and bad, maoh less 
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" Christian saw the picture of a very grave person, ulu 
was the fashion of it : It had eyes lifted up to heaven, the best 
of booka in its hand, the law of truth was written upon its Up«, 
the world was behind its back, it stood as if it pleaded with 
men, and a crown of gold did hang over its head." — ' Pitgiim't 
Prograi.' 

The light of history does not reveal the first 
beginnings of NoncoEformity in the county of 
Worcester. Great movementa have often had their 
origin in obaciirity. The Kingdom of God iteelf 
came " not with obeervation," and it is therefore i 
matter for Burprise that we are unable to trace the 
earUest expreaBions of ilissatis faction with the 
estabhsbed religion. Nonconformist principles had 
taken deep hold in many parts of the country long 
before the breaking out of the Civil War ; hut the 
UisBentiug Churches of Worceaterdiire cannot be 
said to have acquired a ttoparate existence before the 
time of that sanguinary struggle. 

In 1G41 the County Magistrates petitioned Par- 
liament in favour of " the contmuauce of the church 
goverument, and estabhshing the liturgy and uaiiorm 
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servicQ of Ood amongst as," and alluded to "the 
insolencies and extravaganoies which have been 
lately introduced hj divers sects and Bchisme, and 
manj dangeroua doctrines ijublioly vented." On the 
Srd of August, 1642, the Grand Jury diew up a 
declaration " to defend and maintain the Protestant 
religion against Popish recusants, Anabaptists, and 
all other separatists," and this was asseuted to by 
the High Sheriff, Lord Coventry, and many other 
county justices.* The Anabaptists are stated by 
Calamy to have had a congregation at Bewdley ; 
Baxter says that they " consisted of some (but fewer) 
sober, peaceable persons, but withal of abundance 
of young, transported zealots, and a medley of 
opinion! stE." 

The growing strength of the Puritan party was 
locally evinced in 1640 by the will of Alderman 
Sudge, of London, who beijueathed iiOU to the 
churchwardens of Evesham for the mainteuance of 
a lecturer " to preach the word of God in the parish 
church every Sunday afternoon, or upon some 
working day in every week, for ever." The first 
lecturer was to be selected by four eminent Non- 
conformist divines in London, namely. Gouge, 
Calamy, Burton, and Culverwell. Provision was 
made for the appUcation of the fund towards the 
relief of the poor in case the lecture " should be 
prohibited by authority, or otherwise cease," t 



■ Noake'9 'Worcester SeotB,' p. 89. 
'Diocea&Q Hiatory ol Worcester,' p, 234. 
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The eBtabliBhment of PreBbyterianiam in 1644 was 
signalised by the espulsion of a great many of the 
Episcopal clergy. Some few Worcestershire clergy- 
men remainecl in office throughout the Common- 
wealth, while others " lingered about their old 
parishes, ready to discharge in secret any of the 
church -ofSces which might be required at their 
hands." The Puritan preachers were not unnaturally 
regarded as intruders by the more loyal members of 
their flocks ; but they soon acquired positions of 
commanding influence and authority, and, although 
sadly lacking in charity for their opponents, they 
eloquently upheld the standard of the truth. The 
persecutions described in the next chapter clearly 
illustrate the intolerant zeal of the Puritan party. 
George Hopkins, incumbent of All Saints, Evesham, 
during the Commonwealth, Ib regarded by some t» 
'• the father of the Evesham PresbyterituiB." He 
was ejected for Nonconformity in 1662. 

Dealing next with the Independents, we find thai 
they took possession of Worcester Cathedral soon 
after the Parliamentary forces had entered the city, 
and that they appomted as " preacher at the 
College," one Simon Moore, who was formerly 
chaplain to Lord Wharton. On one occasion Moor« 
prevented Baxter from preaching an assize senuon 
before the Judges, because ho preached against tha 
State. Banter was then in the height of his fame, 
and he employed hia great Influence in endeavonring 
to secure some basis of agreement between the 
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contending parties which surrounded him. His * * Agree- 
ment for Church Order and Concord" was signed, among 
others, by JosephBaker and Thomas Juice (or Jewkes), 
Independent ministers of Worcester. The * Judgment 
and Advice of the Assembly of the Associated Ministers 
of Worcestershire, held at Worcester, August 6, 1658, 
concerning the endeavours of Ecclesiastical Peace 
and the waies and meanes of Christian Unity,' was 
signed by Eichard Baxter ; John Boraston (pastor of 
the church at Bewdley) ; Thoinas Wright, Hartlebury ; 
Giles CoUyer, Blockley ; George Hopkins, Evesham ; 
and Joseph Trebell, of Church Lench. This pamphlet 
exhorted Christians to sink their minor differences, 
and to cultivate charity one towards another. Several 
leading Independent and Presbyterian ministers in 
Worcester were ejected under the Act of Uniformity 
in 1662. Simon Moore was obliged to quit the 
cathedral, and ** after Bartholomew Day, through 
the fury of the justices and the people, he was forced 
to leave Worcester.** Among the ejected ministers 
was Thomas Badland, of Willenhall in Staffordshire, 
who returned to his native city of Worcester in 1668, 
and became pastor of the first distinct Independent 
congregation in Worcestershire, meeting for worship 
in a room at the lower end of Fish Street.* From 
this time the Independents — or Congregationalists, 
as they were afterwards called — took up a position 
in the forefront of the battle for religious liberty; 
and after the passing of the Toleration Act, their 

* Noake's * Worcester Sects/ chap. ii. 
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churches, " walking in the fear of the Lord, and in 
the comfort of the Holy Ghoat, were multiphed." 

Nest to the IndependentB came the Baptists, 
whose religious principles were advanced in WorceS' 
terahire l)y courageous, persevering, and devoted 
men. During the Commonwealth several BaptisI 
preachers occupied church U^ings in this county, 
Baxter says that " Coppe taptised more than any 
other man I ever heard of, witnesa Warwickshire, 
Oxford, and part of Worcester," The most noted 
among the Baptist leaders in this part of the country 
was John Tombes, the "Priest Tombs," with whom 
George Fos held so warm a controversy at Leominster 
m 1659. Tomhes was born at Bewdley in 1603, and 
educated at Oxford, where he mastered the Greek 
and Hebrew languages, and attaiued to the position 
of lecturer at Magdalen Hall. He afterwards became 
a popular preacher, and formed Baptist churches Rt 
Bewdley, Leominster, and Hereford. He also laboured 
at Bobs, Worcester, Ledbury, Bristol, and other places, 
" argued in Latin with the Assembly of Divines, and 
had the best of it in a pubhc disputation with Baxter. 
which took place at Bewdley on New Year's Day, 
1C49, before a crowded audience. After a chequered 
career, during whicJi ho hold several church livings, 
lectureships, &c., was ejected, ded from place to 
place, robbed, and once narrowly escaped with his 
life, he retired to Salisbury at the Restoration, 
married a rich widow, conformed to the choroli 
(though only as a lay communicant), and died at th« 
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age of seventy -three.* Among Tombe's converts was 
Mr. Eccles, who was known as **the boy preacher," 
being only about sixteen years old when he com- 
menced his ministry. He became pastor of the 
earliest Baptist congregation in Worcestershire, that 
of Bromesgrove, which was established between 1650 
and 1660. William Pardoe, of Worcester, and 
Eobert Brown, of White Ladies Aston, were also 
instrumental in furthering the Baptist cause. The 
former was ** a worthy, humble, self-denying preacher, 
and a great sufferer for religion — a very useful man, 
and blessed with great success in his ministerial 
work.*' Brown was residing at Westmancote in 
1679, but he also laboured at Worcester and other 
places.! 

Although the Baptist societies were formed on an 
independent basis, it was found desirable to unite 
them into district Associations, or " General Meet- 
ings,*' to which ** messengers ** were appointed from 
the associated churches. As early as 1658 a union 
of this kind was effected, and in 1655 the ** Midland 
Association *' was established, comprising Warwick, 
Moreton, Bourton-on-the-Water, Alcester, Tewkes- 
bury, Hook-Norton and Derby. The Baptist Church 
at Worcester first assumed an organised form in 
1658, under the pastorate of Thomas Fecknam. It 
was united to the Midland Association in the follow- 
ing year. The Pershore church is believed to have 

* Noake's * Worcester Sects,' p. 154. 

•f Palmer's * Nonconformist Memorial,' iii., p. 413. 
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been foanded soon after the Battle of Worcester in 
1651, The Asaoci&tion meetings took into oon- 
aideration the spiritual wants of the allied sooietiea, 
and made provieion for the miniBtry where this was 
needed.'' 

The Baptists suffered terribly under the oppreHsive 
laws against nonconformity, which came into effect 
soon after the Restoration. Their society at 
"Worcester was broken up for eight successive years, 
and tile pastor, Thomas Fecknam, lay in prison 
three years for refuaiugto take the oath of allegiancs. 
William Pardoe, pastor of the General Baptist 
Congregation at Worcester, was kept in gaol for 
nearly seven years, and Ecclos of Bromesgrove was 
arrested while preaching, "greatly abused, and pat 
into a dungeon in Worcester gaol." The Midland 
Association meetings were either discontinued or 
held in secrecy until relief was found under the 
Toleration Act of 1689, when the Baptists took steps 
to re-organize their associations throughout the 
country. The churches comprised in the Midland 
Union were then as follows : Warwick, Moreton, 
Tewkesbury, Hook Nortou, Alcester, Bromesgrove, 
Dymock (Now Upton], Hereford (including Leo- 
miuster), and Kilby in Leicestershire. ;i Although 
Ibere were several persons " convinced of believer's 
baptism" residing in or near Evesham during the 

* Noake'B ■ WoroeBter Sects,' pp. 148, 163. 

* Noftke'B ■ Woronter Secli.' p. 161. 
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latter part of the seventeenth century, regular 
services were not commenced in this town until 
1704, when a bam in Beugeworth was secured, 
and preachiug airanged for ouoe a montb. The 
church waa fully settled under the Bev. Jacob Mower 
in 1782. 

Gathered largely out of the before-mentioned and 
other sects, and second to none in evaugohoal fei-vour, 
came the Society of Friends. It is not easy to 
diecovar the precise time when they held tbeir first 
rehgious meetings in "Worcestersbire ; but it appears 
that " many " were meeting together " in the fear of 
tlie Lord " at the house of Thomas Cartwright, at 
Evesham, in the year 1655, about seven years after 
George Fox commenced his pubhc ministry. These 
individuals had doubtless heard the prineiples of 
Friends expounded from the lips of one of the 
itinerant preachers.--:' 

The earhest records inspire the belief that this 
eTangeltst waa none other than the &,niouB 
Humphrey Smith, who may therefore be regarded 
ae the founder of Quakerism in the Borough of 
Evesham. No memoir of this remarkable man has 
ever been published, and for this reason his name 
has not been emblazoned with sufficient honour 
npon the long roll of Quaker worthies, while his 

• In 1720 WoroBflterBhire Q. M. desired each Mo. Maetiug to 
inquiie " wbat publick Friends aame &rst iuto our coantj, and 
what Hufferiogs ensued, either corporeal or by imprisi 
emaina of these intereating iuiestigatiotiB. 
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deeds have been well nigh forgotten in the town 
where he laboured and suffered so long.* 

It is beheved that Humphrey Smith waa bom in 
the neighbourhood of Little Cowame, not far from 
Bromyard, in Here ford eh ire. t From incidental 
allusious to himself in his address to " Parents of 
cbUdreii upon the face of the whole earth, "| we are 
enabled to picture him as a boy of unusual Bpiritaal 
discernment, fond of solitude, and early given to 
serious thought about the great problems of religion. 
He tlius refers to the tenderness of conscience which 
he then felt:— 

" My heart was mnch affected therewith, and 
tears were as my meat and drink night and day ; 
and often was my heart refreshed with love icom. 
Ood, when I came unto that which came from Christ, 
who said, ' Come unto Me,' and ' Suffer little childrea 
to come unto Me.' But mauy despised my tears, 
not knowing, as they said, what was the matter with 
me ; and much provocation waa used to get me out 

of that condition Yet something of God in 

me was not wholly overcome, ajid the first words, 

• In Biokley'B ' George Foi and the Earlj Quskera ' (p. 277), 
BuiDphrey Scoith is rightly Bpokiin of as one of the " moat 
emineiit and uuful Bdherentu " of Quakemm. F. A. Bud«« 
hu penned a good Bbeloh of H. Smith in the 'Frienda' 
Quarterly Eiftmioec," 1873. p. 534. 

• The Dsme of Smith does not, howeTsr, ocour in tlie pftrUb 
regiater of Little Cowarne and UllingBwkk. 

! " Written by a Membar of Chiiat, whose love waa to littk 
children, and lo it mine " {p. 193, CoUeoted Works). 
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according to Scripture, that pierced my heart and 
remained with me, were, ' He hath filled the hungry 
with good things, and the rich hath he sent empty 
away.' " 

The little Herefordshire lad soon found the joy of 
communing with his Heavenly Father, and laid his 
childish fears and troubles upon One who was mighty 
to comfort and deliver. 

** I did often pray to God (believing there was a 
God, though I knew him not) ; even earnestly did 1 
pray with tears, and my heart was opened with His 

love And sometimes as I went along the way, 

when it came into my heart, then should I even beg 
and cry with many tears, and had boldness towards 
God, as towards a familiar Friend, though in much 
submission and fear as one unworthy, because I had 
sinned against Him.'' 

Trained in such a school as this, Humphrey 
Smith was not slow to perceive the uselessness of 
merely outward observances. ** When I was a child, 
the Light of Christ in me did let me see the 
abominations of the priests' practices, and did speak 
against their way of sprinkling infants, and said 
* I should never stand as a godfather to any.' 
Whereat a man swore at me, and said, * It was a 
pity anyone did it for me.' But I said * It mattered 
not if they had never done it, for I was never the 
better ' (though I had never heard any one speak 
against these things, nor did I until many years 
after)." 
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of it, and it was not long before his heart became 
altogether divided, and his affections set upon those 
things which ''perish with the nsing." 

From Hiunphrey Smith's own writings,* we learn 
that be took a farm near Little Oowame, and for the 
time became engrossed in hia worldly pursuits. In 
later years he referred to his long neglect of higher 
ftims, saying that his heart was then fixed upon 
"earthly things," "being very fierce in labouring 
therein for the getting and increasing of the fruits of 
the earth," as though the acquisition of wealth was 
the " one thing needful." " The love of the world," 
he wrote, " prevailed against God, and children. 
wife, farms and oxen hindered from the kingdom. 
.... My goods I loved more than Christ." 

About this time the Civil War broke out, aod 
Humphrey Smith, like many another yeoman, threw 
himself fearlessly into the fray. We are told that 
he was " a friend to the Parliament's army from tbe 
first arising of them, and afterwards ventured his 
naturall life, and suffered much loss by the King's 
army."+ 

After the close of the war, he aspired to become a 
minister of the Gospel, and, being encouraged to do 

* * Man drivea out o! tho Earth and Darknesa by the Light, 
Life and Mighty Haod □! God,'wTit(ea in Winchester Gaol, 
1658. This contttinfl (1) ■• ConoeminH mj call out ot (ha 
World, OT mj going ont from my House, CouDlry, and ontward 
employment " 1 and (3) "Concerniag my publick Preoohing, 
and Romethitig of what tollowed." 

t The Cruelty al the Mogiatratea ol Evedum. 
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BO by many who were loud in hia praise — among 
whom he " stood ap as a tall cedar in the height of 
profsaaion," — he became a public preacher, and was 
" admired by hundreda " of shallow-mindGd people. 
George Fos aaya that he was once " a prieat,"* but 
we mnat not conclude from this that he ever occupied 
a living, for he expressly informs ua that he "denied 
all gifts and rewards," and that he entered upon the 
work. of preaching " with a great zeal for God," and 
"in a real intent to do good." On one occasion, 
when a justice offered him a handsome maintenance, 
he indignantly declined it, saying, " I shall rather 
go in sheepskins and goatskina, and eat bread and 
drink water," Whatever the eooleaiaatical standing 
of this self-made preacher may have been, he became 
" a man of note," and was allowed to deliver his 
Bormons from the pulpits of the churches in 
Herefordshire, The village squires and local 
justices came to hear him speak, and tlie farmer 
from Little Cowarne was quite the talk of the 
country side, and not a little hfted up in himself 
at the auccess which appeared to attend his 
efforts.* 

* " Who had baen a Priest, but waa now become a Lea 
minisEer ol Clmat." — G. F. Journal, ed. 1691, p. 168. 

+ During the Commonwealth " some o( the benefices were 
Htill retalnod by their old EpiscopaUan incumbents ; a con- 
siderable number were held by Independenta ; and a. tew were 
filled even by persona belonginij to some of the many minor 
aeots that now swarmed in the sanahine of the Proteotor'a 
ftU but universal toleration. For some time. Indeed, the 
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Bat tlie time had oome for a mighty change to 
be wrought in him, and little hy little the procesA 
of conviction and enlightenment went on, nutil he 
eav at last that he had assumed the oflice of an 
ambassador for Christ without a commission from 
the court of heaven. 

" For the love of the world, which is enmity 
to God, remained in me, and the root of iniqoi^ 
was not removed out of m; heart ; . . . . and BO 
my preaching did not bring home bouIb to God, 
though I informed their minds of many things, 
which many knew not before. Yet this brongbt 
not forth fruita of obedience unto God, and ao all 
came to httle. For the people remained in their 
sins, and received not power to come out of them ; 
neither came they out of the fashions and customs 
of the world, nor to be separated from the unclean. 
Neither did they come to the faith of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, which purifies the heart ; for unta 
that I was not then come myself." 

This conclusion having been come to, Humphry 
Smith did not long coutmue in the dangerous path 
of unbidden prophecy, and he boldly announced ai 
his lost service at Stoke BUss, "My mouth ii 
stopped for the present, but if ever the Lord shotUd 
open my mouth again, I shall preach indeed." 

The discipline of soul most tryuig to flesh and 



pulpilB ippeu to have been opened to any of the Isi^ i 
were esteemed to pobechb aa eiltyiag gift of uttaianoe.' 
riot. Hiat. of England, iv., p. 191. 
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blood had now to be experienced. To quote from 
his own words ; — 

"Tbe Lord did command me to follow Him in 
obedience to His will, and to declare against all 
unrighteousness of men. And I then saw clearly 
in the eternal hght and foresight of God the 
hardships, cruelties, whippings, imprisonments, and 
dungeons, which have been since in part upon this 

body fulfilled And at that time did the 

powerful life of God break through me with such 
ungpeakable love, that I was even willing to leave all 
and walk with God. 

"But how contrary it was to my own will in 
leaving my employment and outward business in the 
world, let all judge who knew my convuraation, and 

saw my eagerness and contrivances tiierein 

1 say again, it was much contrary to my strong will 
to leave these things and the love of them, and be 
taken from it with flfiO loss, and be exposed to 
want, revilings, etoniugs, and all manner of cruel 
torture, and for me (that ruled over many and was 
respected by many) to become a servant of all, and 

the offscouring of all I reasoned that I 

should be esteemed a madman, and that people 
would not believe me, and that I was not fit, and 
many such things. Then the word of tbe Lord waa 
spoken in me, saying, ' Who is he that openeth tbe 
mouth 9 Is it not I tbe Lord.' Then with the 
constraining power of God's eternal love I began to 
ba willing. 



m 



80 Evesham Friends in the Oldm Time. 

"fiat vhen that waB a little over, the Temptei 
being near, I reaEoued concerning my wife and 
children, how they should be provided for ; and 
presently the promise of the Lord was that thej 
sJioiild be cared for, and His promise was to me that 
he who converteth souls to God should shine as tLe 
stars for ever. And when I had received these words 
into me I was overcome with the refreshings of God, 
and made willing to undergo all tribulations, if in 
my whole life I did convert one soul to God, seeing 
and feeling the redemption of one soul to be 90 

precious But when I looked at my outward 

things, and how first to settle them in order. I was 
by temptations made afraid that it was a delusion, or 
something of tIiG Devil transformed as an augel of 
light, and between both I waa in much trouble and 
distress, not knowing what to do, having not then 
known any called Quakers, nor any such operations 
in any man in those dayee. 

" At last, reasoning about outward things, I 
resolved not to leave them, and not to obey that 
which caUed me out of the world. And to write in 
abort, I did strive and joyn with all the powers of 
darkness that I could, and used all means possible to 
drive the power of God from me, and the thoughts 
of Him and Uis works out of my mind ; and it had 
been just if His Spirit had never strived more witL 
le, but left me to be cut off for ever. 

And now mark what for my rebellion did jusUjr 
)W. My outward goods became a prey and a 
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spoil to unreasonable men, and the Lord also dried 
np all my springs within, so that I oould neither 
pray or believe, but concluded that I was accursed 
from God for ever. And being in a sad, miserable 
condition, I resolved to write a warning to all people, 
that they might take example by me, and never 
resist the Spirit as I had done. But before I could 
write, the Lord had compassion on me, and lifted my 
soul out of the horrible pit, and staid me with His 

hand for a time But going out again from 

that I resolved to keep two kingdoms some time 
longer, and therefore much trouble followed me 
within, and wasting, loss, shame and destruction 
upon things without. 

" Often times I was afraid that this power of God 
in me would come to an end, and that then I might 
return to my outward employment with great loss, 
and that then, instead of doing service for God, I 
might bring a reproach upon His blessed Name, and 
men say, 'I began to build and am not able to 
finish*; and this also kept me back very much. 
But such was the everlasting love of the Lord that 
His hand was heavy upon me, and there was no way 
for me to escape. I must be obedient, and bow 

under it, or be cut off for ever And some 

time after I told my wife and family, with heaviness 
and tears, that I had abode with them in the way of 
the world so long as possible I could, and that I 
must give my life to serve the Lord." 

** Jesus Christ did call Matthew from the receipt 
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of custom to follow Him, and Peter and John firom 
their employment of fishing, and made tbem fishers 
of men, and Paul also left bis employment, and was 
obedient to the heavenly vision : and. those then 
became a wonder and a gazing-stock to many, — yet 
they continued travelling through many countries, 
preaching the word of God with boldness. And 80, 
the Lord did not only call, but tkriut me forth oat of 
the world into His harvest; and this was of God, 
and the operation of His powerful word." 

From this season of trial and purging Humphrey 
Smith came forth a new man. He had lost bis life, 
but in doing so he had found it. He bad foraaken 
wife, children, and lands, but he was to receive & 
hundredfold more. " Eicbes more excellent thaii 
the royalty of diadems, or the purest gold, or tba 
most renowned glory," were now, be tells ns. his 
continual portion. "Gathered into the one fold of 
blessed happiness," he was " paesified and cooled 
with the over -spreading streams of God's free love," 
and enjoyed " the rest that never can be shaken," 

His ministry commenced once more, — ibis time in 
the demonstration and power of the Holy GhoBt. 
He threw in bis lot with " the Christian people called 
Quakers," and among tbem he laboured for a few 
short years with a remarkable measure of abiding 
success. 

Before leaving Herefordshire, Humphrey Smitb 
had some interesting communications with a neigili- 
bonting fllergymaa on the sabject of tithes. This 
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clergyman, named Edmund Skipp,* wrote to him, 
saying, ** Brother Smith, the Lord hath done a 
^ strange work in me, and I shall alter strangely this 
day. Therefore pray earnestly for me, and make 
what haste thou canst to come to me.'* The con- 
versation which ensued strengthened Skipp in his 
determination to give up receiving tithes for preach- 
ing, but he appears to have been a half-hearted, 
unstable man, and in a short time he changed his 
mind upon the question, being unprepared to face 
the consequences of yielding obedience to his con- 
victions. He apologised for his vacillating conduct 
by saying, "I have not faith enough to carry me 
through, and I believe the Devil will steal all that I 
have away from me again." He afterwards wrote a 
book against Friends, entitled, * The Quaker's 
Blazing Star, or the World's Wonder, with an 
Astronomical Judgment given upon the same ; set 
forth by Edmund Skipp, a preacher of the Gospel at 
Bodenham in Herefordshire ' (4to, 1656). Humphrey 
Smith repHed with much point and vigour. + 

The command was now given to God's anointed 
messenger, ** Go and I will be with thee, and teach 
thee what thou shalt say." So he bade farewell to 
his wife and family, and went forth in faith to do 

* In * The Peculium ' (p. 177, note) Skipp is called '* a 
Baptist preacher." 

+ H. Smith's reply was entitled, ' The Wandering Star 
discovered, and his False Light Comprehended and made 
Manifest.' (Coll. Writings, p. 68). 
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spake hastily in a rage, and go at last foroed 
Humphrey Smith to stop." A long diacaasion 
followed, in which the clergyman was completely 
silenced. " Then were many people that were come 
in very quiet again, and attended to what was spoke 
to them, and many aonfessed to the Truth, and 
departed all peaceably." 

The next morning Jones the Bailiff dragged the 
two travellers to his own alehouse (" for he was a 
beer brewer"), and set a watch over them. Then he 
aent them to Justice Eoger Clavil, before whom 
Priest Gibbena, of Corfe, and Priest Pitfield appeared 
" to lay snares for them." A mittimus " interlined 
with false accusations " was prepared, and the two 
sufferers were condemned to undergo another painful 
imprisonment. Riehai'd Jones kept them in his beer- 
shop that night, but "haled them out of bed before 
the sun was up," and rode with them to Dorchester, 
shamefully abusing them on the way.* It so hap- 
pened that " that faitlifnl elder and ancient minister 
of Jesus Christ," Ambrose Bigge, was sent to 
Dorchester gaol at the same time. He says in his 
Journal (p. 13) : — " When I came to that prison I 
found my dear brother, Humphrey Smith, there, A 
terrible sickness, which some called the plagne. 
swept away most of the prisoners. Humphrey 
Smith took the sickness, and was very near deatli ; 

EeUtion of Anthony- Mellidge. «amaUn« callad 
called t, Quaker,' w 
[DaTOmhire Ha. Lib.). 
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unto whom I was greatly helpful. He was not 
willing to take anything but from me ; but the Lord 
raised him up again. Joseph Coale and WiUiam 
Bayly were prisoners also ; but we were all preserved, 
and delivered by the mighty arm and power of God.'* 

During this captivity Humphrey Smith penned an 
expository tract, entitled, ' The first and second 
Priesthood declared, according to the Scriptures.* 

In October of the same year (1667) we find our 
friend once more at his work, preaching the Way of 
Life to the people of Hawkchurch. Here again he 
was molested by the parish priest, who dragged him 
before a magistrate, demanding that he should be 
turned out of the village. This was promptly done, 
but not until the unresisting^ victim had been severely 
scourged. 

Such a succession of sufferings would have damped 
the ardour of most men ; but Humphrey Smith was 
not easUy cowed by the threatenings of Priests and 
Justices, and his repeated imprisonments only served 
to make him more bold and persistent. Nothing 
daunted by his adversaries, he entered upon fresh 
fields of service, and was now joined by Samuel 
Curtis, of Periot, ** a clothier of considerable trade, 
wealth, and reputation."* They went to the town of 
Chard together, and commenced preaching to a crowd 
in the open market-place. Fresh troubles awaited 

* Samuel Curtis was an able minister in the West of England. 
See his sufferings (Besse, Vol. I., pp. 160, 166, 582, 587, 589, 
594, 604--5). 
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them there. They were mdely interrcpted by the 
officers of the law, who whipped them as " rogues 
and vagftbonda," and drove them away. 

Soon after thia occurred they were stopped on ths 
road near Axminater by " a wicked man firom Hawk- 
church," who came riding " with much violence, and 
a titljing-maii behind him with a warrant to appre- 
hend Humphrey Smith and any vagabond person 
wandering in hJa company." Both the evangelista 
were taken before John Hodder, Priest of Hawk- 
church, and Thomas Eampfield, "called a Justice." 
Samuel Curtis was well known in the neighbourhood 
as a most respectable tradesman, and was then only 
seven miles from his own home, but, notwitLstanding 
this, he was treated with the greatest indignity. 
Humphrey Smith and himself were stripped naked 
in a tloBO adjoining the bonse, and cruelly beaten is 
the presence of a crowd of peopb. Their books and 
papers were taken away, and ofBcers were directed la 
accompany them out of the district. 

We next find Humphrey Smith endeavouring to 
hold a meeting at Sherborne, in Dorsetshire, bai tha 
"rude multitude" daubed the Friends with "diri. 
and dung, and tlie filth of the town, and caet mttij 
great stones at them." Hundreds of men "con- 
passed them about with shouts and honps, following 
them into a house, they being not willing to go lorth, 
least there should have been blood shed." ~ 

* See ' The Iiaiuentabie SuHerinHs of the Church of Ood ill 
DoneUbice,' IC^U. (Devonshire Ho. Lib.). 
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For a time we lose sight of Humphrey Smith in 
his w^mderings, but he seems to have returned into 
Hampshire, and to have been '* the first, in scorn 
called a Qnaker, that ever had a publick testimony 
for God in the town of Andover.** ** Not long after" 
he was cast into the common gaol at Winchester, 
where he was doomed to he for more than twelve 
months. Dming the whole of this year (1668) he 
shared his dungeon with James Potter, "'^ and occa- 
sionally held a meeting with Friends who came to 
see him. Edward Waldren, of Andover, has left an 
account of one of these meetings. He says in his 
• Testimony concerning Humphrey Smith ' : — 

** I hearing that in this prison was that faithful 
servant of the Lord [H. Smith] , and having longing 
desire to see him, went "with some of Andover that 
used to visit him, — which day I hope will never be 
forgotten by me. I have cause forever to praise the 
Lord in the behalf of this tender, innocent, faithful 
man, for through the great mercy and loving-kindness 
of God was he an instrument in convincing and 
turning me from the world's by-paths to the Light 
of Jesus, the Way of the Lord, and Path of the 
just, which shineth more and more unto the perfect 
day." 

Humphrey Smith's health was soon affected by the 
close atmosphere of the ** filthy prison," and at one 
time he was so ill that he took leave of those around 
him, and " lay down in the Father's love, not feeling 

* See account of J. Potter's imprisonments (Basse, i., p. 229)* 
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Borrow or pain," hia friends hardly knowing vliether 
he breathed or not. Whilst thus awaiting the final 
anmmons, he saw " things unutterable." Heaven 
itself was opened before him, and two angels stood 
by hia side to bear him away to eternal rest. But 
the end was not yet come, and he was restored " for 
a time," " for the work of the Lord amongst the sons 
of men." 

Recovering hia strength he prepared a number of 
epistles to Friends in different parts of the country. 
He also addreased some powerful warnings to hjs 
persecutors, — the 'Just Complaint of the Afflicted, 
to be dehvered to the Judge of the Sessioiu it 
Winchester,' being especially full of solemn eidiortt- 
tion and entreaty. 

Passing on from this first long confinement It 
Winchester, we find the next notice of his movemento 
ill the following words : — 

"Anno. 16&9. Humphrey Smith was taken out 
of a meeting at Poole and sent to prison."* George 
Fox had visited Poole four years before this occnmd, 
and, as the result of his preaching, a "great gathering" 
had been formed of those " who were turned to the 
Lord Jesus Chriat, their Rock and Foundation, tfaair 
Teacher, and Saviour." Humphrey Smith was 
ministering to this interesting assembly when he 
was rudely seized, and hurried off to the nearest 
igeon. 

In the following year he appears to have risited 
* BsMe, i., p. 167. 
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his old home at Little Gowame, for an epistle is 
included among his writings, dated from ** Broome- 
yard, in Herefordshire, the 4th of the 8rd Month, 
1660." 

Shortly afterwards a pamphlet came forth from the 
press, describing a wonderful vision which he had 
seen of the destruction by fire of the City of London. 
Beaders of Church history are well aware that in all 
ages some of God's servants have at times discerned 
with remarkable clearness the advent of His judg- 
ments upon individuals or upon nations. Dwelling 
beneath the shadow of His wings, and walking con- 
tinually in the light of His countenance, they have 
been made deeply sensible of the motions of His 
will. Many of the early Friends received Divine 
intimations of impending dangers, their lives being 
thus preserved from the greatest peril. Nor should 
it be forgotten that ** visions'* were announced as 
among the spiritual phenomena of the Christian 
dispensation, and that their occurrence is frequently 
recorded in the annals of the early Church. 

George Fox saw several visions concerning the 
partial destruction of the metropolis. He beheld the 
city ** he in heaps and the gates down," just as he 
saw it " several years after, lying in heaps, when it 
was burned." In 1664, when a prisoner in Lancaster 
Castle, he perceived the angel of the Lord, ** with a 
glittering sword stretched southward, as though the 
Court had been all on fire. Not long after the wars 
broke out with Holland, the sickness broke forth, 






Evesham Friends in the Olden Time. 

and afterwarda the fire of London, so the Lord"i 
Bword waa drawn indeed."* 

Thomas Brigge, a Lancashire Friend, also bad it 
foresight of the coming disaster, and he proclaimed 
in the midst of Cheapaide "that unless London 
repented, as Nineveh did, God would destroy it."t 

Two days before the memorable conflagration of 
1666, a Friend named Thomas Ibbott, from Hunt- 
ingdonshire, went up to London in great haste, and, 
alighting from his horse, ran through the streets 
towards Whitehall, with liis clothing in great dis- 
order, scattering hJa money hither and thither, and 
crying out to the people that he had seen in a vision 
that the city would be laid waste by fire, and that 
" so should they run up and down, scattering their 
money and their goods, half undressed, like mad 
people, as he was a sign to them. "I 

Humphrey Smith's account of his vision is printed 
in the collection of his writings (p. 198), It is in 
part as follows ; — 

"The Vision of Humphrey Smith, which ho saw 
concerning the City of London in the 6th 
• Journal, ed. 16!)4. pp. 204, 2!).'i. See alao p, 100. 

Hist., p. 4fi2. 

t See G. F.-H Journal, ed. 1604, p. 305. Alao the lolUr 
The ChrisliaD ProgresB ol George Whitehead.' 
I72G, p. 314. 1 have been itilormed that JDst beloro tb« graU 
firs in Chicago, a Friend re«i<linp| in that cit; predicted Uw 
advent of some overwhelnuDR troalile, and went fto lat ks to 
Bay. pointing to a large block ot buildings, that 
^lotlld be left upon another. 
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Mouth, in the Year 1660, being not loiig 
the King came in : — 



^H th 

r " Coneeminff the great City of Lonilon. 

" Ab to the City heraelf, and her subnrba, and all 
that belonged to her [I beheld] a Fire kindled therein, 
bnt she knew not how, even in her goodly placea, and 
the kindling of it was in the Foundation of her 
buildings, and there was none could queuch it, and, 
the burning thereof was exceeding great, and it 
burned inward in a hidden manner, which cannot be 
expressed ; and the Fire eonaumed Foundations 
which the City stood upon, and the tall buildings 
fell, and it eonsumed all the lofty tliinga therein, and 
the fire searched out all the hidden placea, and 
fanmed most in secret places. 

"And aa I passed through her atreeta, I beheld 
her state to be very miserable, and very few were 
those that were left in her, who were hut here and 
there one, and they walked as mournful dejected 
People, and the fire burned everywhere, so that there 
was no escaping of it ; and thus she became a 

. Desolation, and aa an ABtonishment ; for the burning 
was suffered of God for her Chastisement, and could 
never be qnenched nor overcome ; and the Fire con- 
sumed all things, both Stone and Timber, and it 
burned under all things, and under all Foundations, 
and that which was lifted up above it fell down, and 
the Fire consumed it, and the burning continued ; 

I taa, though the Foundation was burnt up, and all the 
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lofty part brought down, yet there was much old 
stuff, and part of broken desolate Walls and Buildings 
in the midat, which the fire continued burning 
against ; and that which was taken, aa to make use 
of, which yet escaped the fire, became useleaa 
man's hand, as a thing of nought. And the Visum 
hereof remained in me &b a thing that was secretly 
showed me of the Lord. 

" And now let her Wise men find out the ma 
and her Prudent men read, and her Divines (so 
called) interpret the Vision (and let her know ttut 
her day is at hand), and let every one of them lotdc 
to their own ways."* 

This warning voice was probably regarded at Ott 
time ae nothing more than the raving of a religi< 
fanatic ; but it was surely remembered sis yean 
later when the fierce flames, fanned by a high easterly 
wind, spread with aEtonishiug rapidity among the old 
wooden houBes, reducing no less than four hundred 
streets to a heap of smouldering ashes. It is wordij 
of notice, in connection with the above account, thst 
Clarendon makes use of the following expression >— 
" There was never any probable evidence that tli 

* Then follows a loQg prophetical deounciation ogainit 
city, oonmienciDg : — "0 City ol London I thy Sin h&tb I 
«xoeediag grievous and thy Iniquities beyond measure." A(ts 
thia oomea e. deaoriplion of a vision—" Concerning OlhV 
Ccomwell. and hie son Richard (now called) Frotectorv, I 
the downCall ol either ol them." A postscript follows, tei 
iag the inhabitants ol London o( Che ancient propbariH 
against the Jews. 
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was any other cause of that woful fire than the dis« 
pleasure of God Almighty.*' (Life). 

It now remains for us to recount the last sad 
scenes of Humphrey Smith's eventful life. His 
writings show him to have been at Chalfont, in 
Buckinghamshire, in " 11th Month,'* 1660, and at 
Coggeshall, in Essex, in July, 1661. After visiting 
Friends in and about London, he informed some of 
them that he had ** a narrow path to pass through," 
and that he '* saw that he should be imprisoned, and 
that it might cost him his life." Like St. Paul on 
his last journey to Jerusalem, he was impressed with 
the fact that ** bonds and afflictions " awaited him. 

Bidding his friends an affectionate farewell Hum- 
phrey Smith set out for the West of England to 
visit his son, purposing at the same time to renew 
his acquaintance with the meetings of the Society in 
Hampshire and Dorsetshire. But he had proceeded 
no further than Alton when he was arrested by a 
body of armed men, and taken before the Deputy- 
Lieutenants of the county, ** both great enemies to 
God's truth," who ** without pity or compassion, 
equity or justice, committed him to the stinking 
close prison at Winchester." The mittimus was 
drawn up as follows : — 

** Southton fs. 
** To the Keeper of His Majesty's Gaol at Winton, 
or to his sufficient Deputy, Greeting, 
** You shall herewith receive the Body of Humphrey 
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Smith, who was taken at an onlavful Meeting at 
Alton, being a Ringleader and one of the Chief (rf 
the Quakers, who travelleth the country to aednce 
the People, and disturb His Majesty's Peace, contrary 
to the Law in that Behalf made and provided. Then 
are therefore in His Majesty's Name to will and 
require yon forthwith, that yon receive the Body d 
him tlie said Humphrey Smith into your Cnatody, 
and him to detain in your eaid Gaol until be sbsU 
be delivered from thence by the Order of Law. 

" Given under our Hands and Seals at Alton, th« 
14th day of October, in the thirteenth year of Hii' 
Majesty's Beign, Anno Dom. 1661. 

" John Norton, 

'■ HuMPHBEv Bennett." 

Upon his arrival at Winchester, Humphrey Smith 
was placed in the same "strejght, noiaom, uA 
onsavoury " dungeon which he had occupied in 1668i 
His friends were frequently denied the privilege iJl. 
seeing him, and the only Christian intercourse bt 
enjoyed was when Nicholas Complin* and seveuli 
other good men were also imprisoned within tb) 
fame walls, " His behaviour amongst these 

* " An apright juet man o[ good repute" wbb Kiuholu 
Oomplin. He waa impriEutied at Wmcht«ter in lGfl3. 
Uny, ]Gli3, he w&s again arreEted, and at the afx 
vaa fined £10, and sent bauk to prlEon. He vihb b| 
BQperTtaion when bi« dettib look pkee. (S» ] 
pp. 33»— 4). 
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comely : yea, as a father takes care for his children, 
so was his care and oversight. Even such as were 
not Friends in the prison were made to speak well of 
him : he was so innocent in his conversation towards 
all people.'* His privations were meekly endured, 
and he did not complain even when the worst 
criminals snatched his food away, and otherwise 
abused him. 

"In order to leave them without excuse in the 
day of the Lord,*' Humphrey Smith wrote to the 
Deputy-Lieutenants, pointing out how illegally they 
had dealt with him, and replying in detail to the 
false charges contained in their order of committal. 
They forthwith despatched some men to the prison, 
who robbed him of all his papers, and rifled his 
pockets and boxes. 

When the Sessions drew nigh he laid his sufferings 
before ** some of those called Justices," but without 
success ; for, although a few were disposed to release 
him, the majority decided otherwise, and the more 
hard-hearted among them said, ** Let him rot there." 
Humphrey Smith then appealed to Judge Terril, 
** who before had been pretty moderate to Friends *' ; 
but the only answer he received was that he should 
be liberated **if he would find bail for his good 
behaviour and appearance at the next Assizes." 
Conscious of his innocence, he refused to submit to 
such a dishonourable proposal, preferring to remain 
a prisoner than to accept his liberty on terms lik 
these. 
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TliuB a whole ysar passed away, and onoe more 
Judge Terril came on the Western Circuit. Humphrey 
Smith again seized the opportunity to demand that 
justice should be done to him. At Uie concluaion of 
the Assizee he was called to the bar, and the Judge 
repeated hia former judgment. To this the prisoner 
replied that he had liin in gaol for more than fourteen 
months, and that as yet no one had attempted (a 
prove hia guilt. Judge Terril responded that if he 
would undertake to hold no more meetings he should 
at once he set at liberty. This, of course, was out 
of the question, and upon his signifying the sain* 
he was put aside and others called. Bat as tlw 
Judge was leaving the court, Humphrey Smith said 
from the dock, where he stood among the feloBs, 
" Friend, remember that I have been above a year 
in prison, and no breach of any law has been proved 
against me 1 " This appeal was unheeded, and Um 
gaoler hurried him away. 

During this last captivity his peace and content- 
ment were very great, and Ihb mind was moch 
occupied with consoling thoughts of future glory- 
He says in the poatsoript to his ' One hundred and 
forty-four lines of Praise': — "As I was walking 
alone in my close prison at Winchester, upon Um 
24th of the Gth month, 1662, in much qnietnea*, 
meekness, and inward refreshings, these lines boglli 
to run gently through me, with melody in my baut 
to the Lord." [A few lines are here given] . 



« 
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My heart shall sing of Thee who doth my soul defend, 
Whose life hath saved me, who didst my wayes amend. 

" Oh 1 let me now rejoice and praise the Lord my strength, 
Who long hath been my choice, and drawn my dayes in 

length. 
Oh I that I might express with heart, with tongue, or pen. 
His sweet delightsomeness, reserved for upright men. 

*' His lambs He still doth lead. His little ones He'll teach ; 
The hungry have His bread, the thirsty He'll refresh. 
He Cometh as the dew in heat of summer time 
Upon His plants below, that forth their fruit may shine. 

** He never doth forsake His dear and little flock. 
Who of that bread partake that's hidden in the rock ; 
The heavens and the earth He with Himself doth fill ; 
He dwelleth in our hearts, and doth reveal His will. 

*• He*s alwayes near at hand from trouble to deliver. 
He's joyned with His in hand to live with them for ever. 
Oh I praise Him all ye saints, who feel His vertue near. 
Unto Him still give thanks, who is our Father dear. 

** Let Friends rejoyce in fear ; let fear in love abound ; 
Let thousands more draw near, for we the pearl have found ; 
Let all in patience dwell, and in the Lord still trust, 
That we in love excell, — in which with you I rest." 

Although hindered from publicly proclaiming the 
Gospel, Humphrey Smith occupied his time at 
Winchester in preparing epistles full of Christian 
instruction. The tenderness of his spirit is shown 
iu his touching addresses ** To the Lambs of Christ," 
** To the meek and open-hearted Flock of Heaven,'* 
and •* To the despised, rejected, and persecuted 
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Lambs of ChriBt in the county of Dorset." A letter 
is also preserved among his writings (p. 886) " Fm 
my nearly related Friend Elizabetli Smith, at Little 
GaverQe," .... " that thee and others may hex 
from me, and know that I remain in the service <£ 
God, and in faithful long sufferings for the Gospel 
of His Son." 

Three weeks after his last appearance at the 
Assizes, Humphrey Smith was taken ill with ague, 
which was quickly followed by fever, and it vaa 
soon seen that he had not long to hve. When 
lying upon hia deathbed he said, " My heart is 
filled with the power of God. It is good for a man 
at such a time as tliis to have the Lord to be liis 
friend." Soon after he prayed in his agony, " Lord, 
Thou hast sent me forth to do Thy will, and I haTe 
been faithful unto Thee in my small measure, which 
Thou hast committed unto me ; but if Thou wilt yet 
try me further, Thy will be done." Also be said, 
"I am the Lord's, let Him do what He will." 
When near his eud, be lifted up bis heart for 
those who, to the number of some hundi'eds, had 
been converted under bis ministry, praying " that 
God would be their Toacber," and that " ibe Lord 
would deliver His people from tiieir oppressors." 
His last words were, " Oh Lord, bear the inward 
sighs and groans of Thine oppressed. Hear me. 
Oh Lord, uphold and preserve me. I know that nj 
Bedeemer livetb. Tbou art strong and mifcbty. Oh 
Lord." ''He continued sweetly sensible auto the 
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end, and died in perfect peace '* on the 4th of 
May, 1668. 

Well might Nicholas Complin say : — " Thou re- 
nowned judge in Israel, thou valiant souldier of 
the Lamb's host, peace is thy portion for ever! 
Blessings will fill thy house, and fruitfulness will 
attend thy seed, as they abide in the counsel of 
Him who was the Bishop of thy soul. Are thy 
famous works ever to be forgotten ? Is thy holy, 
innocent, pure life to be buried in oblivion ? Oh ! 
what saith my soul ? Nay ! nay ! let it be had in 
Hving remembrance among the followers of the 
Lamb, and let it be written upon the tables of 
their hearts, even to all generations."* 

Twenty years after his death took place, some 
of Humphrey Smith's writings were issued in the 
form of a quarto volume, entitled : — 

** A Collection of the several Writings and faithful 
Testimonies of that suffering Servant of God, and 
patient Follower of the Lamb, Humphrey Smith ; 
who died a Prisoner for the Testimony of Jesus in 
Winchester Common Gaol the 4th day of the 8rd 
Month, 1668. — London : Printed and sold by Andrew 
Sowle, at the Crooked Billett in HoUoway Lane, near 
Shoreditch, 1688." — (A copy is in the Devonshire 
House Library). 

N.B. — In Joseph Smith's Catalogue of Friends' 
books, the list of Humphrey Smith's wiitings 
occupies eight pages. 

* N. C.'s Testimony concerning H. Smith, written from 
Winchester Gaol, 1663. 
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Pox' a TUSTIMONT KESPECTISO HuMPHRKI 

Smith. ■■ 

" Now, ooncerning our dear Friend and Brother 
Humphry Smith, who fonnerly had been & preachn 
and a man of note ; but when it pleaBsd G-od to call 
him by his Grace, and reveal his Son in him, hs 
came to be an able Minister in Jesua Christ, and 
freely did preach the Gospel, aa he had received it 
fi-eely ; and was oast in Prison for the Testimony of 
Jesus at Everaham in Worcesterehire, where he 
suffered very much in Oliver's days about the year 
1656, and besides, several other Goals, tliat it may 
be partly said of him, as it was of Paul, who had 
been zealous among the Letter -Professors, and who 
had then esteem of them ; but when he came U> 
possess Christ Jesua and to preach him, then they 
hated and persecuted him. 

" Yet, throngh the Eternal Power of the Lord hs 
was'upholden through his sufferinga, and travelled 
through many hardships for the Lord Jesus Christ's 
sake, and did convert and turn many to the Lord 
Jesus Christ that had been outward professors, as he 
himself had been, to the Poasessiou of Christ; so 
that ho did soe and was comforted in the Fruits of 
his Labours in Christ and his Grace. 

'The prioled eoUeotioD of Humphrey Smith's writinga la 
prefaced bj the TeBtimonies ol Gcorgi! Poi, George W1ulebea4> 
Nicliulfls CompIIti, Willijira Jeniags, Nioholaa Gates. i»iam 
Potior, Edwkrd Waldren, and hia son Uumphre; Smith, Jt. 
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*' And at last be was cast into Winchester Goal, 

where he ended his days and finished his Testimony 

in an hard Imprisonment, who there dyed in the 

Lord, and rests from his labour, whose Works 

follow him : whose Memorial is blest among the 

Righteous, in the Lord's Heritage ; for he was a 

worthy souldier and follower of the Lamb, and kept 

his Habitation in Christ Jesus, in whom he now 

deeps. 

G. F. 

** London^ the 8th of the 11th Moneth, 1682." 




" The JewB which believed not, moved with anvy, (oak 

lewd fellowB of the b&ser sort, toA 

gathered a oonipanj, ncd sat all the city on an uproar, ftnd 

annaulted the house of Jaeon The; drew Jason and 

certain brethren unto the rulers of the city, crying, ' These 
that have turned the world upside down are come hither 
al"0.' "—Acu. Kvii, 5, G. 

The first body of NouconformistB in Evesham — 
the Society of Friends — arose daring that pAziod ol 

* The partioolars contained in this ohaptei have beM 
oollected from the lollowing Bouraes. amongBt othere : — 

I, " The Safferingfl, Tryals and Purginga of the Saiota at 
Evesham ; who by their Obedience to the Lord do overoom* 
their Enemies by their daily suflering under lliem. Or, A 
short DeBcription of the first Ground o( the Persecution of tht 
Servants of God. occasioned by the Priests, and the conUntal 
ProoeedingR of the Magistrates aKainst them called QtuUcan." 

"From the Dungeon at Evesham, by him that is known la 
the world by the name of Hubphbt 8mTH."~{CoUeelMB 
of Humphrey Smith's Writings, 16B3. Devonahire Boom 
Library.) 
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comparative quiet which succeeded the close of the 
Civil War. In his " History of Evesham '* (Chap, 
xvii), Mr. May tells us that •* the town of Evesham 
stands forth in some degree conspicuous among the 
annals of the Western War.'* As early as 1642 it 
was garrisoned by the soldiers of the King ; and in 
1644 Charles I. himself, while marching from 
Oxford upon his expedition to the west, reached 
Evesham five days after the skirmish with Waller 
at Cropredy Bridge." He remained two nights at 
the ancient house in Bridge Street, now occupied 
by Mr. T. E. Doeg and Mr. H. A. Pearce, and 
from thence despatched a message " to the Lords 



2. ** The Cruelty of the Magistrates of Evesham, in Worcester- 
shire; Or, some farther Particulars of their Dealings and 
Proceedings at the late Sessions, and other times, against 
those People whom scornfully they call Quakers. With a 
Warning to the Heads and Bulers, and to all People of this 
Nation." 

"Written from Evesham the 15th day of the 8th Month, 
1655, from them that are prisoners for the Truth, that are by 
the dark world called Quakers, whose names in the flesh are 
Humphrey Smith and Thomas Woodrove." 4to. 1655. — 
(Devonshire House Library.) 

3. " Something further laid open of the cruel Persecutions of 
the People called Quakers, by the Magistrates and People of 
Evesham. London ; printed in the year 1656." — (Devonshire 
House Library.) 

4. " A Representation of the Government of the Borough of 
Evesham in the County of Worcester, from many of the 
Inhabitants thereof, directed unto the Protector of England, 
Scotland, (fee, Oliver Cromwell, Anno 1655." 
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mi CommoHs of Parliament assembled at West- 
Bminster."- 

On tlie 6th of July the King proceeded to 

■Worcester, surrounded by his courtly followers in 

Viheir bra ad- leaved beaver hats with long wbite 

f plumes, and elaborately -embroidered cloaka, covered 

I at tile collar by a falling band of the richest lacs, 

I the picturesque company being preceded by the 

slowly-moving soldiers, wearing iron helmets, and 

equipped with pikes and ponderous muskets. Sil 

William Waller, the Parliamentary general, hastened 

after him, " with intention to besiege the city and 

thus abut up the king," but Charles evaded him by 

a series of skilful manceuvrea, and returned with all 

speed to Evesham, After " levying f 200 on the 

inhabitants for their alacrity in receiving Waller, 

and requiring a thousand pair of shoes for the use of 

his jaded soliiiers," King Charles pursued bis mareb, 

on or about July 17tb, 1(344. 

In 1646 the King came to Evesham for the thild 
time, and having left Colonel Leggo in command of 
a garrison of soldiers, proceeded without deUf 
towards Cheater- The town was, however, Bitaated 
in too important a position to be held for long l^ 

* " Qiven at oar Coart at ETeahun the 4th of Jaljr, IMI." 
Mr. Maj Btatea that this bonae in Bridge Street wu at IM 
lime " the mansion of llie Langsloae tamO;, od« of whom bad 
reoentlf been Member for the Borough." It 
known aa the " Dolphin Inn." 
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tJie Roj'fiUst troopB without a cliaUenge from the 
opposing party, and we find accordingly that Colonel 
Masaey, Governor of Gloucester under the Parlia- 
ment, advanced against it with a strong force, and 
demanded an immediate surrender. This was 
proudly refused in the words, " You are Siereby 
asewered in the name of His Majesty, that this 
garriBon, which I am entrusted to keep, I wU! 
defend bo long as I can, with the men, ai-ms and 
ammunition therein, being nothing terrified by 
your summons." Massey then assailed the fortifica- 
tions with great determination, and after nearly bji 
hoar's confiict the garrison was completely mastered, 
no leas than SSO prisoners being taken. From this 
decisive day Evesham remained in the bands of the 
Forliftment, and waa securely fortified against all 
attack. 

These events may seem to have very httle connec- 
tion with the local history of the Society of Friends ; 
but as five, at least, of the men who became 
prominently associated with the Society in Evesham 
are known lo have fought under the Parhamentary 
banner, it is not unreasonable to suppose that they 
were engaged in the military movements in and 
around their own town. In '■ The Cruelty of the 
Magiatriitea of Evesham" it is stated that "John 
Woodward, James Wall, Joshua Frensham, Thomaa 
Cartwright, and WiUiam Walker, were souldiers 
long in the service of the Commonwealth, and 
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moBt of them at WorceBter fought for outward 
liberty."* 

These warlike scenes helped to prepare not a few 
of the townspeople for the peaceable views of the 
Bociety of Frienda, and led them to the convicdons 
BO unmistakably expressed by George Fox when be 
wrote; "All bloody principles and practices we do 
utterly deny ; with all outward wars and striib, 
and fightings with outward weapons, for any end, or 
under any pretence whatsoever." If there were 
more eye-witnesses of the horrid cruelties of the 
battle-field, there would be less desire atuoitg tiia 
nations to attempt a settlement of their disputes by 
an appeal to arms. 

Ab already observed, the Society of Friends 
commenced to hold meetings in Evesbam ia the 
year 1665. It would be more correct to say •> 
Bengetvorth, for Thomas Cartwright'a house is stated 
to have been "at Bengard."t No mention is mt 
of the esact position of this dwelling ; bat it « 
probably one of the quaint structures, " well buOded 

• William Edmundaon was another Friend who, be(oi«IiU 
conversion, took part in the battle of Worceater b 16SI. 
(Tonrnal). Sec also Sewel's Hiatorj, p. 80. 

t Id tbe DomeBiIaj' aitrve;f Bengeworth U firsl apell " Banal*- 
worte." but in a Hecond eatrj U given as '-Beningeorde*'; 
ooncra^ng which diflerenoe Mr. May remarks (Hist. p. IS9): — 
'■ Ab regards the orthographical deviation from the t 
entry, that, doubttesa, was occaaioned by the prorindll 
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with tTmbre," at tha,t time standing on either side 
of Port Street. Nearly fifty years later the Baptists 
commenced regular aervicea in a barn in Benge- 
worth, and later still the followers of John Wesley 
secured their first meeting room on the Bengeworth 
BJde of the Avon. 

When Humphrey Smith came to the town in the 
gnmmer of 1665, meetings were held "in private," 
and, to use his own words, " none did make insur- 
rection against us, neither did we give ofience to 
any." The expression " in private " simply means 
that at that time no meetings took place in the 
open air or in any more public building. All who 
chose to be present were heartily welcomed. 

The assembled company was composed for tlie 
most part of tradesmen aud labourera, — the " com- 
mon people " who have always gladly listened to 
the Gospel message, — and the service was of a kind 
calculated to impress the most careless beholder. 
A solemn sense of God's presence was. felt on 
entering the room, and the words of the preachers 
were accompanied with living power. The openly 
wicked, and the hollow professors of religion — all 
alike " dead in trespasses and sin " — were pricked 
to the heart, and quickened by the Holy Spirit 
into newness of life. The uselessness of merely 
outward observances, and the necessity for an 
inward spii'itual change, were insisted upon with 
all that fulness of Scriptural allusion and illustra- 
4iich was so marked a feature of the ministry 
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this importajit point. la 1662 he was ejected 
from his livmg, being one of the 2000 clergymea 
who dechned to sabmit to the Act of Conformi^ 
passed in that year. Prohibited under the Fite 
Mile Act from coming within that distiince of &nj 
corporate borough, he retired to Dumbletou, where 
bis death took place in 1666. His remains were 
laid in the chancel there,* Wood eajs that " besidee 
his knowledge of divinity, he was a. very good 
mathematician, and on example of great cuidonr 
and moderation. "t Calamy describes him as & " very 
judicious, godly, moderate, peaceable and upright 
man." However this may be, he certainly condocted 
himself towards tlie Friends in a manner unwortliy 
of his holy calliDf,', 

The name of Thomas Matthew, incumbent of St 
Lawrence, also appears in the records of the peneea- 
tion. His signature Ih-st appears in the registo la 
1647. " The excellence of his Christian clluu«otcr, 
and the sterling nature of his principles are safficientlj 
indicated by his refusing to submit to ariidea of 
'eligious conformity, which he regarded aa nit- 
scriptural. Preferring, therefore, the approval of 
Ilia conscience to the retention of preferment npoa 
:er terms, be was ejected for uonconformily."] 
Sunday, the 19th of August, 1665, was Uia daj 

Maj'a ' HiBlotyof Eve 

Atheate OxoDieagiH,' 

[ormiBt Memori&].' iii, !>[I3. 

t M^'s ' Hiitci; of Eveaham,' p. 179. 
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chosen for the commencement of the persecution. 
On that eventfiil Sabbath morning, while the Friends 
were quietly holding ** an appointed meeting,** George 
Hopkins conducted the service in *'his accustomed 
steeple-house in Evesham.'** After he had done he 
took ** the whole congregation, both those called 
justices and magistrates, and rude people several 
hundreds, to the steeple-house in Bengard," and 
there proceeded to " vent forth sorcery ** against the 
Friends, taking as his text the words, ** Oh foolish 
Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should 
not obey the Truth ?'* The heads of this discourse 
were as follows : he ** hkened that which is called 
* Quaking,* 1st. Unto witchcraft ;t 2ndly. In three 
respects worse than witchcraft ; Srdly. Unto Phari- 
sees who ware hats like morters ;J 4thly. To Papists 
in some things and in some things worse ; and 5thly. 
That some sold their Bibles, and others cast them 
behind their backs,*' — concluding ** his sorcery with 
stirring up them called justices and magistrates to 
put the Oath of Abjuration in execution, teUing them 

* ** The use by Fox of the term • steeple-house ' has been 
supposed to be one of his personal oddities. The term is used 
by Cotton, the celebrated New England Independent. It was 
commonly used by the Baptists, long prior to the commence- 
ment of Fox's preaching." — Barclay's ' Inner Life, &c.,' p. 273. 

t For the prevailing belief in witchcraft, see ' Diocesan Hist. 
of Worcester,' pp. 222-4. 

{ " The Mortar Pharisee, with a cap like a mortar over his 
eyes, to shut out all that might shock his pure nature.*' — 
Geikie's *Life of Christ,' i., p. 72. 
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^^^H tiiat if men might refuse to swear out of tendernui 
^^^B of conscience, then that would be a cloak long 
^^^H enough foe all the JeBuites that might come into 
^^^H England." 

^^^P The trumpet -note of intolerance having been 
^^^ Eounded, an advance waa at once made to the houM 
in " Bengard," where the Friends aesenibled. " HnD- 
dredB gathered together about the door where tbe 
Bervants of the Lord were," but "standing in the 
counsel of God" they were preserved fi-oni the foiy 
of tbe mob. Humphrey Smith wisely dechned to 
enter into a discuasion with the excited multitude 
Friends held their peace, and showed bj their eaba 
demeanom- that they were in no wise affirighted \tj 
their adversaries. Finding it impossible to provoke 
a conflict, the crowd gradually dispersed, greatly to 
the diEappointment of the envioua Priest and the 
designing magistrates. 

That same evening, however, when many Friends 
were " together in the fear of the Lord," conetablw 
came into the room, and arrested Humphrey SnuUi 
and Thomas Cartwright, taking them to the house of 
Samuel Gardner, a Justice. Here they foimd Georg* 
Hopkins, the Priest of All Saints, Bobert Martia 
and Siimuei Gardner, "called Justices," ftnd Tbto- 
philns Andrewes, the Deputy- Recorder,* ollof vhnn 

* ■' Tlieopliilus Andrewes, of Gray's Ian, Esqnue," aw 

Itaputy-Beoordar at Evaahitni ilDrmg the Becorilerxhip at Ok 

tohen Atkjna. He became Beourder in July, IGiil) (aw Oir- 

~ as (ui onsuooeBsInl euiduUie for iht 
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were afterwards declared by the principal sufferer to 
be " most barbarous heathens.** Humphrey Smith*s 
own account of the proceedings is worth inserting 
here. He says : — 

** "When we were first brought into the house, then 
John Nickles, one of the constables, smote Thomas 
Cartwright on the head, and the justices stood by 
and cared not for it ; and afterwards our hats were 
taken off our heads, and thrown among the feet of 
the people. Then they asked me from whence I 
came. I answered, *From ^gypt.* Then there 
was a laughter among them, both Priest, Justices, 
and people, for the fool's heart is full of laughter. 
And after they had continued so, I was moved of the 
Lord to speak to them thus, * Oh people I is there no 
fear of God before your eyes ? Did ever the saints 
of Christ live in laughing, mocking, and wanton- 
ness?' Then the Priest said, * Elijah did mock 
Baal's priests.* Answer : * Though lie did so, yet it 
is not convenient to bring that Scripture to justifie 
the people in mocking.* '* 

** Then Theopbilus Andrewes said, *He hath 
spoken enough already; what need have we of any 
further witness ? Therefore make him a pass to go 



Borough at the election of 16G0. The inscription on his tomb 
in All Saints Church is as follows : — •' Sub hoc lapide requiescit 
pars terrena Theophili Andrewes, armigeri, per annos xiii jam 
proximo elapsos hujus burgi Becordatoris, quern mors dura 
oppressit xviii die Decembris, a.d. 1670, setatis suae, xlvii.'' 

F 
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to ^gypt again, and let liim be ^hipt oat of tbe 
town, for there is an Act of Parliament against sacJi 
as wander up and down under the name of ^gjiiti&ns,' 
Then some asked mo when I came from thenee, and 
others mocked. So I was a sport unto them, rts 
Sampson was unto the Philiatians, and I stood 
silent ; but at last the Lord moved me to speak, 
saying, ' Why people are you altogether blind in the 
things of God ? Of jEgypt and Sodom I was, when 
onr Lord was crucified (Rev. ii. 8), and in darkness 
and bondage did I dwell, being a child of wrath aa 
well as others. But the Lord by His living power 
bath brought me from the land of darkness to tlie 
Light, and from bondage to the land of rest, and 
into the liberty of the sons of God."' 

"Then Theophilus Andrewes said, ■ Speak on, toe 
I never heard the like of this before.' Bat I WM 
not to he subject to theit wills, but to stand in tlia 
oonnsel of God." 

'■ Question : ' But you have had some outward 
heeing or famOy, had you not ?' Answer : ' I bad a 
farm of £30 by the year, at Little Cowme, in tlM 
County of Hereford, not BO miles off this place ; fanl 
I have now left part of it, and my wife and childreu 
are in the rest. There I was a great professor, and 
a puhlick preacher in many places thereabout dailf, 
and then I was owned by the Justices and great men 
of the Earth, and many hundreds did resort to liaar 

!, and I was then buloved of many, for the worU 
cloves his own. But now I come to witness the Pcnrer 



Suff'eiingsr i^Cf of the Saints at Evesham » 67 

of that which then I did but profess, I am hated by 
the world.' " 

" And after other words from them called Justices 
and others, and they could not entangle me in my 
words, then the Priest, with the subtilty of a Serpent, 
began like those that came to Christ, and feigned 
themselves just men that they might take hold of 
His words, — and like as the Saduces came to entangle 
Him concerning the Kesurrection, saying, * Moses 
saith thus, but what sayest thou ?* So the Priest, 
George Hopkins, among his many subtil questions, 
said, * Thus Solomon saith. The just man fall eth seven 
times ; what say you ? ' And * There is not a man upon 
earth that doeth good and sinneth not ; how do you 
expound that?**' 

Answer : * I am redeemed from the earth.' 

Question : * But are you not upon the earth ? ' 

A. : * As for this outward body being upon the 
earth, Enoch was for a time upon this outward earth, 
yet he walked with God. They that are led by the 
Spirit of God are the sons of God, as God hath said, 
I will walk in them.' 

Q. : * Do you beUeve that any man can be free 
from sin whilst he is here ? ' 

A. : Yea, I do believe it.' 

** Then the Priest said it was a Popish tenure. 
Then I asked if men should be free from sin whilst 
they are here. The Priest said, *Nay.' Then I 
asked him if men should be purged from sin after 
death. The Priest said, * Nay.* Then I said, * If 
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Bihou -wilt not have men cleansed before death or after 
fdeatli, wlien wilt thou huve them cleansed?' The 
jPriest said, 'What if God will forgive men at the 

■ Very time of their death, as Cliriat did the thief o 
*' Answer: ' Tlion art not to question 

i-what God will do or may do in that; but canst thon 

■ prove by Scripture that God doth so? And jf thoQ 
I wilt say the thief was purged from sin when Chrtrt 

spoke to him, then that was before his death."' 

A long conversation then ensued with regard to 
the doctrine of "Justification by Faith" and the 
inspiration of the Holy Scriptures. Humphrey 
Smith declared that the Bible was " a tme declara- 
tion," given forth by inspired men, and it " testified 
of Christ, the Light of the World, and the Word of 
God"; but the book itself, printed and sold "for 
four shillings," was not "the Word." "Jesus Christ 
was the only means of salvation": He was " 

WORD." 

The narrative continues : — 

" Thus when the Priest had sought in these aticl 
like questions to ensnare me, he turned to them 
called Justices, and said, ' Sirs, you see that thougb 
they deny Popery in tlie general, yet they hold it r 
the particular ; and if this Popery be allowed to 
creep in, then you may conceive the danger that nuiy 
follow ui tills whole nation. Therefore I shall Imw 
it unto you, and you know tliat I came not here nnlfl 
yoii sent for me, and therefore it is not of my 
Procurement.' 
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" So after he had betrayed me into their hands, 
like Judas, then he would have washed his hands 
like Pilate." 

Unprincipled as they were, the Magistrates had too 
much respect for the law to commit the prisoners 
upon such a worthless charge as this, and as they 
had no other evidence to produce, they allowed 
Humphrey Smith and Thomas Cartwright to go 
home, bidding them come again on the morrow. 

Meanwhile, Priest Hopkins and the Justices 
decided to take advantage of the well-known scruple 
of Friends against taking oaths. Mean and cruel 
as this stratagem was, it had been employed with 
unvarying success in many parts of the country, and 
it did not fail to bring about the desired result at 
Evesham. The Oath of Abjuration was accordingly 
tendered that Monday afternoon to the two faithful 
witnesses for Christ, who of course firmly declined 
to adopt the form of swearing, which they rightly 
held to be distinctly forbidden by the letter and spirit 
of their Lord's own teaching. 

George Hopkins, perceiving the ground of their 
objection, began to ** twine like the serpent," and 
said that he beHeved ** they refused to swear out of 
tenderness of conscience," but he hoped the Justices 
would carry out their purpose. Theophilus Andrewes, 
the Deputy-Kecorder, proceeded at once to draw up 
the mittimus, and delivered the two Friends to the 
gaoler of the town, with the command ** not to suffer 
any to come near them." 
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On the following day, tlie Justices and Constables 
went to the gaoler's house, where Humphrey Smith 
ftud Thomas Cartwright were first imprisoned, " hot 
liaving nothing then to vent their malice on, at last 
they departed." On Wednesday night (Aug. 22nd), 
they came again, and Bobert Martin, the Magistrate, 
asked the gaoler why he did not beat the two Friends 
with his staff. The Eepreaentation made soon 
aftei-wards to Oliver Cromwell contains the following 
account of the shameful proceedings of that long 
summer evening : — 

" Then Humphrey Smith spake something to 
them [the Justices] , and presently they came into 
the room, and gave ill language to the prisoners and 
others, as rogues, rascals, and the like. So with 
their often coming, and their words and actions, 
there were many people gathered together in the 
street, some civil and sonic rude, unto whom Hum- 
phrey Smith spake forth out of the prison windows, 
saying ' Repent and fear, and serve the Hving God,' ODil 
to that effect. Then the Justices (so-called) went 
forth, and the said Robert Martin, when he came 
among the multitude, who were giving heed to what 
was spoken to them, began to whoop himself, and bid 
the people whoop, and so Iwgan an uproar. Then 
Home of them tlirew stones and dirt up at the 
window, and broke the window, and the said Martia 
did pull our Friend Humphrey from the window, and 
came in again to have him fetched forth to the ruda 
multitude. Two more of our Friends being in prison 
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for witnessing against their deceit, Eobert Martin 
bid them be haled out of bed naked. 

" But one Captain Pitway being there, and seeing 
the rage of tlie people, and the outragiousness of 
Robert Martin, for ought we knew to murder the 
prisoners, if they had gone forth at that time of the 
night,— therefore said Captain Pitway, ' The prisonera 
shall not go forth this night. If thou hast anything 
to do with them, thou mayst do it in the morning." 

It would appear from this account that " Captain 
Edward Pitwaye " had not at that time openly 
avowed himself a Friend : but he was evidently in 
sympathy with the despised sect, and his public con- 
fession was soon afterwards made, Aa ii Magistrate, 
and a former Mayor of the town (in 1648), and 
probably also as a gallant officer of the Parliamentary 
iirmy, hia influence carried considerable weight, and 
by interfering at this critical moment, he no doubt 
saved the lives of the unfortunate sufl'erers. He was 
henceforth called upon to suffer with them, and his 
house became a refuge for the persecuted flocJt. 

On Thursday (Aug. 23, 16fi5) '■ Humphi'ey Smith 
was committed to the main-goal, a filthy, dark, close 
hole, and Thomas Cartwright was sent back to the 
other prison."* It is with the former that we are 
principally coiioemed. The den in which he was 
placed was apparently open to the public gaze, for 
we are told that atones were thrown into it " of the 

on the Priaons in Bveshftm,' p. Dl), 
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wait of five pound," and that dung and dirty water 
were thrown over its inmate. " Some more like 
filthy abuses be liad, which ie a shame to name. 
One idle drimkeu mau came with a pike in his hand, 
Kweai'ing imd raiUng with so much violence, as 
though he would presently have murdered him, 
crying, ' Knock him ou the head ; ' and the Justice 
was acquainted with it, but no officer would meddle 
with him, for he said, ' The best in the town sent 
him.'" Humiihrej Smith endured this abuse with 
patience, and enjojed in the prison a rich measure of 
heaveu-sent peace. 

Nor was he idtogether deprived of the privilege of 
proclaiming the Truth. On the Friday a meeting of 
Friends- was held in the street outside the main-gaol, 
and he preached to them out of the prison grating. 
Although dirt and stones were burled bj the mob, 
the gathering was felt to be a favoured one, for " the 
mighty power of God appeared, to the silence and 
amazement of nil the beholders ; " and several times 
after Humphrey Smith had prayed, "the people were 
shaken, and the Word of God was epoken with 
boldness." Thus the first week of the perseoiition 
came to a cloFie. 

On the following Sunday (Aug. 26th), another 
meeting was arranged for in the morning. "When 
Friends came to the meeting, the Justices came with 
officers, and forced away with weapons those that 
harmed not any."^ As many of the townspeople aa 
* " This ivBH as ihe JiiHlices came from hearing their Frieil." 
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WOTe at the meeting as they could get together, they 
pnt in the Town-hall, and the oountrymen that came 
on foot to the meeting they set in the stocks. On 
which Bobert Martin did whoop again, to raise 
another uproar, and swore ' Wounds,' and sent for a 
ladder to put our Friend [H. Smith] in tiie dungeon, 
and said, 'There let him lie and be hanged, until 
lice eat him.'"* .... 

Reference has already been made to the formal 
complaint deepatched to Oliver Cromwell. It waa 
drawn up under the following circumstances :— When 
the persecution began, about fifty of the inhahitanta 
of Evesham signed a paper, descriptive of the aiiffer- 
ingB of Friends, intending to send it hy two men 
to the Protector, "that by it he might know what 
«orrapt men were in authority in this town." 
Humphrey Smith, however, advised against sending 
the deputation, believing " that they might put 
themselves to much trouble, and yet not apeak with 
the Protector ; " and suggested instead that the me- 
morial should be printed. He then undertook to 
have it forwarded to Cromwell, "that he might be 
left without excuse." This was accordingly done, 
the document being entitled : — 

" A Eepresentation of the Grovemment of the 
Borough of Evesham in the County of Worcester, 
from many of the Inhabitants thereof, directed unto 
the Protector of England, Scotland, &c., Oliver 

* k BepreMHtation of the Qov. of Evesham. 
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Cromwell, Anno 1665." — As this paper became in » 
short time the chief excuse for another and yet more 
bitter pereecution, it is important to notice the names 
of some of those who signed it. They were u 
follows; — Thomas Cartwright, John Woodward, John 
Knight, Eohert Cartwright, Robert Smith, John 
Tande, Francis Knight, "William Walker, Junes 
Wall, John Aldington, Edward Pitway, John Clement*, 
John Wall, Phihp Marshall, Eichard Weaver, ud 
Joseph Frensham. 

For a short time Friends enjoyed comparatiri 
immunity from disturhanoe. The noisy rabble grev 
weary of insulting a people who made do show of 
resistance. A meeting was held every day outsid* 
the prison, as quietly as if the worshippers had bem 
in a private house instead of in the street, and on 
market days, when the business was concltided, "Uri 
people of the country did oomo there in peace, and 
receive the Word witJi gladness ; and the ignCTaat 
began to be convinced, and the gainsayers' moutbM 
stopped, and much people received the Truth in loTfc 
whereby the meetings were increased, and the wod 
of the Lord began to prosper." It will be seen, 
however, by the following extract from • The Croeltj 
of the Magistrates of Evesham,' that this freedon 
from violent interruption was only as the abaonuJ 
etiUnesB that precedes the fury of the hurricane. 

" Upon the 9th day of September we hud a mfet- 
ing about the tenth hour at the common-goal in 
Evesham, there to wait upon the Lord, and AfUr 
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'some time Humphrey Smith, being in the prison, 
waa moved to speak to the Lord in prayer. Then 
the goaler and some other officers came and violently 
hawled him away and put him down in the dungeon. 
Our friends keeping stil together, after some time 
Thomas Woodrove * spake the Word of the Lord to 
the people, and having done, the constable came and 
inquired for him, but because they knew him not, lie 
went away that tune. But before they departed, 
another meeting was appoiuted tlie third hour in the 
sAemoon, and then Humphrey Smith spake to his 
friends out of the dungeon the word of the Lord, 
And when the common -meeting at the steeple-house 
was ended, our friend T, Woodrove was speaking to 
the people without the prison, and many of those 
that had heen at the steeple-house stood and heard 
him speak. Hav-ing done speakiug he was took 
ftway by a constahle without a warrant, and brought 
before the Mayor and them called Justices, and 
Thomas Mathew, Priest. And then he waa com- 
mitted to the common-goal for speaking the word 
of the Lord, and Thomas Mathew, Priest, at his 
departure, thanked the Mayor for his care and pains. 
And on the morrow in the morning Robert Martin 

* This Friend ia deaeribed in Joseph Smith's Cat. as " Wood- 
rove, ThomftB, of Weymoath." He wrote (1) 'An Alarm to 
the IiibabitantB of the Earth, &a,' 1059 ; (3) ' A brief Belatian 
ol the State of Man before Transgression,' 1C59 ; (3) 'A 
Lamentalion over all England.' In 1657 T. W. waa at Dor- 
chester with H. Smith, and waa there whipped as a vagrant, 

1659 he again visited Evesham. 
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(called Juatice) bid the wardsmen, if the peoph 
would not be gone from the goal-hole, to knock then 
down, and bid them throw shuffles full of dirt 
them in the dungeon ; and they set eight men with 
weapons, four on each side the prison, to keep awaj 
all Friends from coming to or speaking with thoM 
they had imprisoned, 

"Humphrey Smith being free to give booki fa) 
some people of the country then in town, the k««pei 
did by violence take three books from them and ton 
them all. So he sent for a parcel of books he bad 
in town, about GO in number (which was for tbt 
glory of God and for the beating down of all 
written by George Fox, James Nay lor, Bichatd 
Farnsworth and Jamea Farnel). But these booki 
were taken from the messenger by the wardsnwn 
and brought before the Justices, who burned 
upon the marl<et-crosa * before the people, it b^bg 
fair-day. They only bear the names of Justices, 
do it not, for tlicir actions are contrary to all U*< 
justice and righteousness, and they lay snares ba the 
righteous, and make a prey of those that fear 
Lord." 

On the 26th of September the Mayor, Geoi|t 

* Hr. M&y (Hist. □! E., p. 300) quotes this as d>o«iag ( 

e cioaa waB at that time staading m the m>i 

■quare. It was probabl; caived. and placed upon a ))«)• 

tUB«i) on BGreral steps, resembling the crossei acUl to b* • 

■ome parts of the COUDU7. Its basement atona ia «U 

b*e been removed to Enovle Hill Farm, 
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Kemp, sent for the prisoners and other Friends from 
the town, and said, *' I sent for you concerning a 
paper that you have set your hand to, being *A 
Representation of the Government of Evesham/ 
Do you own this paper?" They all replied that 
they did, and that they were prepared to prove its 
truth. Then the Mayor said, ** Seeing that it is of so 
high concernment, and that you have appealed to 
the Protector, you shall every one give security to 
answer it before him." The Friends expressed their 
willingness to do so, as they expected justice from 
Cromwell, and knew that they would get none in 
Evesham. The Mayor responded, **I shall engage 
you all to appear at the Sessions, and then you shall 
give security to answer personally before the Pro- 
tector, or else lie in prison.'* He then sent 

the prisoners back to the gaol, and allowed the rest 
of the Friends to return home. 

Three days later, Joshua Frensham* and John 
Knight were ordered to appear before Kobert Martin 
and Samuel Gardner, and asked if they owned the 
printed paper. Tliey said that they did. ** Then 
them called Justices said it was a lybell. They 
answered they would prove it was no lybell by 
those twenty that are subscribed to that paper, 
and also by forty more. The Deputy-Kecorder said, 
* Whether it be true or false, it is a lybell, because it 

* Probably the tradesman who issued the pecuniary token 
mentioned by May (p. 318). — "Joshua Fransham his halfe- 
penny in Esham, 1666." 
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is in disparagemeut to the Magistrates.' So 
GEtlled Justices sent tliem both to prison." 

The Borough Sessions commenced on October 2ud. 
1655, before Sir Eobert Atkyns, the Recorder. 
Bohert came of an old Monmouthshire &.Diily 
waH the son of Sir Edward Atkyns, Baron of tb* 
Exchequer, who died in 1669. His younger brother, 
Edward, also attained to legal honours, being ap- 
pointed Lord Chief Bai-oii in 1686. Bobert Atkjnt 
yr&a bora in the year 1621, and was called to the bar 
in 1045. On Oct. 1, 1653, he was elected Recordar 
of Evesham, in place of Sir William Samboilga. 
deceased, and continued to fill this office until 1G59, 
when be was returned to Richard Cromwell's 
liament as member for the Borough, Tbeophilnf 
Andrewes soon afterwards assumed the rt^corderab^. 
At the Eestoration Sir Bobert Atkyns " was so well 
reputed for loyalty, that he was selected as one of tlu 
persons of distinction who were created Knights fl( 
the Bath at Charles's coronation." In 1672 ti« 
raised to the bench as a judge of the Common PJeaa. 
and in this capacity he presided over several of ' 
trials of persons charged with the Popish plot 
1679. Some of his opinions having given offeDca to 
the Government, be was dismissed &om offic 
16U0; but the Revolution of 1689 opcuod tbe 
for still higher honours. He was chosen Lord Chkf 
Baron by William III., and the same year eau 
appointment under the Great Seal to the Speakenhip 
of the House of Lords, In 1094 he retired 
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public life, and spent the remainder of his days at 
his country seat at Saperton, near Cirencester,* where 
he died in 1710. ** There is a monument to the 
memory of him and his father and brother in West- 
minster Abbey. He had a son, Eobert, the author 
of the * History of Gloucestershire,' and a daughter, 
who married into the Tracey family." t Sir Eobert 
Atkyns' biographer says that ** in whatever view we 
consider him, in his private, or in his public station ; 
as a gentleman, or as a judge; as an eminent lawyer, 
or as a distinguished patriot ; as a statesman, or as 
an author ; we shall find nothing but what is great 
and amiable, worthy of love and respect, and of that 
veneration which is due to virtuous men from their 
posterity." 

As the local courts were not removed to the 
present Town-hall until 1664, we must picture the 
mock trial of the Friends as taking place in the old 
Booth-Hall, which, although somewhat altered, still 
stands at the west end of Bridge Street. The 
original Guild-Hall of the Borough was built " next 

* In the *Life of John Roberts' (p. 67), there is an account 
of a quarrel between Sir Robert Atkyns and Sir John Guise, as 
they were gaming at Perrot's Brook, near Cirencester, A duel 
was fought, and Sir R. A, ran Sir J. Guise through with his 
sword. Sir John had also been a great persecutor of the 
Friends, and he now said that "it was the just hand of God 
npon him for meddling with the Quakers." He did not die 
from his wound, however, but " stood candidate for the county 
after, and never more disturbed our meetings." 

t See Foss's * Diet, of the Judges of England,' pp. 23—26. 
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the south-west corner of the hridge, hat even in the 
sixteenth century, either from its distant situation or 
from decay, it had become disused,"* and thegrekt 
timber-framed structure adjoining the market-place 
was henceforth employed for pubhc purposes. 

As its name imphed, the Booth-Hall " stood abova 
or near a place used for exposing wares during the 
time of fairs \ and in the term itself we trace tlw 
associfttioQ of the vendors' booths and the ooiirt of 
pie -powder, held at such periods by the local 
authorities." 1 There was a large room upstairs. 
where the magistrates held their sittings, fiefbra 
tiie basement was filled iu with shops, and the ex- 
ternal woodwork yellow- washed, the ancient building 
must have presented a very picturesque appearanoe^ 
and it is to be regretted that its distinctive featurw 
have been so largely obliternted by repeated alten- 
tions. In 1GG4 the ground-floor was let to John 
Gay, a haberdasher, for a yearly rent of £2 15s. Od.J 
III 1676 the Mayor's accounts show that £\Q wu. 
paid to Mr. Edward Field for repairing " the 0(d 
Hall." It is said that the edifice was afterwaitU 
used as an inn, and the fine paunelling of the room ftl 
the south-east corner seems to favour this trkditioo. 
The whole block is now divided into two dwettin^ 
' houses. The large upstairs room has been OODTVhed 
into several smaller ones, and the chimneys an o(' 

• May's Hisl. ot E., pp. 1(10—200. 

. niirf.ip. aoo. 

; Accounts ot Philip BnllftrJ. raoyor (iBl Cory. Itook). 
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modem date. Borne of the oak pillars supporting 
the upper framework may atill be seen in variouB 
parts of the basement. It is to be hoped that the 
carious pile will be spared for many years to come, 
associated as it is with the local magisterial pro- 
ceedings of the Stuart period. 

At the commencement of the Sessions, one of the 
Friends, named James "Wall, entered the Court with 
tis hat on, whereupon the Recorder ordered it to be 
taken off. James Wall said to him, '■ Thou hast not 
yet made me any satisfaction for the last hat thou 
cansedst to be taken from me, neither is it yet 
restored." Sir Robert Atkyns immediately flew into 
ill rage, and directed the gaoler to remove Wall to the 
prison, where he lay for some time. 

Thomas Woodrove, of Weymouth, was the first 
prisoner called to the bar, where he was charged 
with being a "disturber of the peace." To this 
indictment he replied that he should be glad to know 
what law he had transgressed. 

The Recorder: " There may he a law broken 
which cannot he read. As for you, you might have 
had your liberty if you had not come in here in this 
contemptible way with your hat on. Therefore you 
shall turn back again to the prison until yon do come 
with your hat off. Take him, gaoler ! " 

The rest of the prisoners were then brought up, 
and the following conversation ensued :— 

Sir Robert Atkyns said, "Do you not know that 
^m^us .prisoners ? I marvel that you will offer to 



82 Kvi's/iam Fnexds in t!ie Olden Time. 

come before a Court vdth your hats on. Oaolor, 
take off their hats 1" 

The FriendB: " Thou mayst as well take off oat 
coats." 

" Smith, you are the ringleader of this sect. I 
know you have Scripture enough, and can tell ot 
Paura coudition and many such thinga, but yon lead 
people contrary to the ways of God." 

" Paul was accounted a Bectarian, and a mover of 
sedition, and a pestilent fellow." 

" Paul was called so, but was not so; but you an 
called so, and are so." 

" That ig not yet proved." 

" Where have you any Scripture for kooping on 
your hats?'' 

T. Cartwright: "The servanta of the Lord bad 
their hats on when they were tlirown into the fitCJ 
ftimace." i 

H. Smith: "There is neither practice. 63.taagU, I 
or command in the Holy Scripture or any nationil I 
law for putting off the hat. So long as I oontiaiwd 
in swearing and other wickedness I was never qtMt> 
tioned by any magistrate, but now the Lord hH 
colled me from these sins I am made a pre; ot by 
you." 

" Did you live in such sins since yon oam« is tUl 
town ? " 

" Nay." 

T. Cartwright : " I have hved in swearing, Ijringt 
drunkenness and profaneness until now of late, tat 



Sufferings t <&c.^ of the Saints at Evesham. 88 

none of you ever questioned me ; but now I have left 
it I am punished without a cause." 

The Eecorder : " Thou lookest with a good honest 
face. I thought thou hadst not been a Quaker, and 
therefore I thought to have showed thee favour ; but 
I see by thy behaviour who thou art." 

Humphrey Smith: "Moses, who was a Quaker, 
did look with a better face than he." 

The Eecorder: **I shall fine you every one, and 
send you to prison until you know better manners, 
where you shall lie froni one Sessions to another, 
until you come with your hats off. .... Fine 
Smith in £6 and the rest in £S apiece. Gaoler, take 
them away I " As the officers were removing them 
from the room Humphrey Smith demanded that the 
charges made against them should be proved, re- 
marking in the hearing of the Court, ** The magis- 
trates have shamed all profession and all national 
government!" 

Bobert Smith and John Clements were then called, 
and without a semblance of a trial, fined £2 each, 
the wardsmen being ordered to remove them to the 
gaol. 

On the following day, October 3rd, the Sessions 
were continued by adjournment, and the Eecorder 
sent for Joshua Frensham and John Knight. They 
were accordingly brought from the prison to the 
Booth-hall, and charged with having taken part in 
the printed complaint against the magistrates. As 
on a former occasion, they declared that the document 
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was a, statement of iacta, and JoBhtia Frenshun sud, 
" All people talfe notice that it is for the tmth thkt 
we are indicted." On hearing this hold aBB^rtion, 
the crowd of listeners clapped their hands, and oae 
man called out to Sir Bobert Atkyns, "Let shame 
cover tiiy facel must not men spealt the tmth?" 
But the Recorder cared nothing for the truth, and 
fined the prisoners £4 each, ordering them back to 
their filthy dungeon. 

Wilham Walker was then fined £2, and John 
Woodward £5, although lie " was not guilty of 
wronging any man's person, neither bad he spightor 
malice against any man in England." Another 
illustration of the disgraceful character of these 
proceedings is found in ' A true Declaration of the 
Imprisonment of "William Pitt, a Souldier of the 
Commonwealth,'* who was imprisoned by Sir Bobett 
Atkyns for leaving his home at Worcester to visit th* 
suffering Friends at Evesham. A man samed 
Nathaniel Clements was also imprisoned " for carry- 
ing a form to the meeting for hia friends to sit on." 

One more incident which occurred on the first diy 
of the Sessions has still to be mentioned. Edward 
Pitway'a spirited interference with Justice MartiD, m 
the night of August 22Qd, had not been forgotten bjr 
that revengeful personage, and the part he had taken 
in the BepreBentation to the Protector was regarded 
with great dislike by his brother magistrates. When 



* Sae ' Besse's Safferings,' 
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: Court on October 2nd, Sii- Eobert 
Atkyna said to him : — 

" I onderstaDd tliat you have been a magistrate 
and one of the cliiefest of the Bench, and I do mnoh 
admire that you show no more reverence to the 
Court than to come with your hat on, and now a 
ringleader of this sect. I will take a course with 
you." 

E. Pitway: " I see httle justice done." 

The Recorder : " Flnck off his hat I That ia one 
piece of justice." 

Then the indictment was read, "and that which 
was false in it he denied, and that which was true in 
it he owned. He said that he owned that Bohert 
Martin, called Justice, was a drunkard, and becauae 
he did pluck the people out of their beds, and bred 
such a disturbance in the night, — that, he said, did 
cause him to say what he did, and he would prove it 
to be true." 

" And then for that time be was put by, and the 
next morning he was called again, and they read an 
indictment against him for setting his hand to a 
Paper, which they said was mahciously against the 
magistrates, and asked him if he owned it. And he 
said, "All malice and apight I deny, but for the 
printed paper I own it to be true, and am ready to 
prove it." But the Recorder would not permit him 
to call in his witneases, and fined him £W forthwith. 
Nor was this the only indignity inflicted upon the 
noble-hearted Edward Pitway. At a meeting of the 
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Corporation, held & few days later, he was formallj 
deposed from the offioe which he had filled so 
honourably for many years. The minute was U 
follows (iBt Corp. Book, p. 107| :— 

" Friday, the 6th day of Octoher, 1655. 
" The Bame day and yeere Edward Pitway gent, 
one of the capitall Burgesses of thiH Borrough, was 
displased and removed from his place or office, being 
indicted att the late Sessions upon two sevrall bills 
of indictm', one of them beinge for publishmge a 
BcandalouH paper against the Magistrates UiA 
Governm' of this Borrough, and the other for a riot 
and abusinge Mr. Bobert Martin, and alsoe for tiia 
rude behaviom- in Co*^ att the said Sesaiona, and las 
evill behavio'' towards Mr. Recorder. 

"Edh. Youno, Maior. 

" Egbert Maktin, Senr. 

" Samuell Gardn'bb, Senr. 

" WoiiAM Baktlett. 

** Thomas Millnee. 

■' Thomas Handy. 

" Fra. Smart. 

"Edwabd Fibld. 

" ISAKE DlSTON. 

"Bo. Mabtink, Jnnr. 

" Tho. Martin. 

" Sam, Gardner the Yoongw." 

The harsh and unjust treatment of Friends Rt Ilk 
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Borough Sessions did not escape the notice of Oliver 
CromweU, who at once instructeil Major-General 
Berry to write to the Mayor of Evesham aa 
foUowB :— 

" Whereas Humphrey Smith, Thomas Cartwright, 
James Wail, 'William Walker, Edward Pitway, John 
Woodward, Eichard Weaver, Joliu Clements, Joshua 
Frensham, John Knight, Eiohard Bennet, and Eobert 
Smith, were by the Mayor and Magistrates of 
Evesham fined in certain Sums of Money, and their 
Names returned to the Exeheiiuer ; these are to 
certify any ofiioere whom it may concern, that it is 
his Highnesa's Promise and especial Pleasure, that 
the said Fines shall be remitted and taken off ; and 
if it is not so, it is by the Forgetfulness of Mr. 
Secretary, who undertook to do it, and I therefore 
desire that no Officers trouble the said Persons for 
the said Fines, but return a Copy hereof, which I 
hope will give Satisfaction to his Highueas. 

" Dated from Worcester [date uncertain] . 

'■ Berby." 

Notwithstanding this order, the Sheriff afterwards 
took away goods from several of the above-named 
Friends, and even went so fai- as to distrain for a 
lai^er amount than his warrant authorised him to 
do. This, however, reached the ear of the Protector, 
who promptly commanded that the goods should be 
restored to their rightful owners. 



J 



88 Evesham Friends in th« Olden Time. ' 

But the iniquitoua proceedings ilready related 
were as nothing to the " Bufferings, tryalB and 
purgings " still in store for the saints at Eveabam. 
Under the Mayoralty of George Kemp, Friends had 
been, as it were, beaten with whips : but afUi 
Edmund Youngs- assumed ofBce early in October, 
1655, they were, in comparison, beaten with ecorpioiu. 
It was then the custom for the Mayor to be elected it) 
December, but this year, as the Corporation Minutes 
testify, a change was made before the usual time 
arrived. Regarding this unlooked-for election as 
the event which marked the commencement of a 
new era of persecution, Humphrey Smith writes ; — 

" There arose a new Mayor, which knew not the 
righteous seed, as there arose a new king in Egypt, 
And he saw the people of God increase, and was vexed 
at it, as the world was always vexed at the increaM 
of the righteous seed. So that Mayor, Edvsid 
Young, said ' He would break our meetings, or elsa 
his bones should lie in the diit.' The which he did 
upon the lith day of the 8tb Month [Oct.], being 
the first day of the week. In the moroing Friends 
met in private at Captain Edward Pitwaye'a honsei 
and as two Friends of the town were going to tlw 
meeting the Mayor laid hands on them and pal 
them in prison. 

" And in the latter part of tlie day, Friends met in 
the street, where they were peaceably without wiy 

* Died Sept. 20tb, 1(>5T. and buried in chsncel of AI] Saina 
Ohoich. 
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diatnrbance nntil the Mayor came with officers, and 
aaid, 'If tliere were more than eight peraons met 
together, it was an unlawful assembly.' And presently 
he laid hands on Friends, and polled, and thrust, and 
Hckt many, and put many into prison, and into the 
stocks, and put me and two more into the dungeon." 
The following were among those imprisoned on this 
occasion : — John Emea, David Walker, Bobert 
Yewera, Euth Knight, Thomas Fowler, Edward 
Walker, Paul Baning, Stephen Pitway, John Read, 
John Hall, Edward Davis, Savaker Putheroe, and 
Thomas Woodward. Six men wfire also put in the 
atocka, viz., John Booker, Robert Beard, William 
Yeates, Joseph Undrill, Jacob Undrill, and John 
Prick ett. 

To continue Humphrey Smith's description : — 
" And when the Mayor saw that Friends were not 
afraid, and that his cruelty could not move them, 
he said he wanted another prison for the women, for 

l| he bad imprisoned men in four several places 

And I being that day put in the dungeon, then he 
endeavoured to keep all people from me, and for 
seTeral days and nights we were denied having 
candles ia the dark dungeon. At last he sent to 
each man a pennyworth of bread and an halfponny- 

1 worth of beer, the which the goaler said was the 
town's allowance. But we denied it, and sent him 
word that if we should not have food for our money, 

, or from our Friends, we should he without it. So 

^^^^it we did eat and drink, and praise the Lord. 
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" And the Mayor, Edward Young, caused a trap- 
door to be made to the dungeon, and locked down, 
and all our bedding and bed-olothea that Friends 
had Bent ua he caused to be taken away from us, and 
will not let our Friends have them again. Joshua 
Frenaham, having much pain with his teeth, did 
earnestly desire that he might have the use of • 
pillow that was taken away, which was his own, bnt 
it was denied. On the second day after we were put 
in the dungeon, a Friend brought na some straw lo 
lie upon, but the gonler would not suffer it to be 
brought in to us, because they would not give him 
money to open the door. Once I sent to the Mayor 
to have hberty for some man or Friend to fetch oot 
our dung from us, but he denied it. and sent for a 
constable to put that Friend in the stocks that came 

to ask it Sometimes our books and writings 

were taken from us, and sometimes our stools m 
had to sit or write upon, and oar candles, besidaa 
much abuse which our Friends received from the 
goaler, who were prisoners at his house, which I 
shall forbear to mention, ouly this he said nnlA 
them, ' If they would not pay 4d. a night for eaeh 
man's lodging, and 8d. a meal for each man's diet, 
then they should go all to the main goal.' whtcb 

they refused to satisfy his will in Therefon 

be brought them all to the main goal, and said, ■ If 
be might have his will, he would haug us all on Um 
morrow.' .... Then were those eight kept IB 
that goal, and we there in the dungeon under Hmt, 
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vhere I and some othera have been kept with oiir 
own dung in the same room for these fourteen 
weeks." 

The mention of books and writings reminds ns 
Uiat the prisoners were by no means idle during 
their long confinement. On the 151h of October, 
Humphrey Smith and Thomas Woodrove finished 
and signed their joint description of " The Cruelty 
of the Magistrates of Evesham in Worcestershire ; Or 
some further Particulars of their Dealings and Pro- 
ceedings at the late Sessions and other times against 
those People whom scornfully they call Quakers." 
It was forwarded to London, and printed by Giles 
Calvert, who soon bad copies for sale " at hia shop, 
at the Black Spread Eagle, near the west end of 
Pauls."* 

Soon afterwards Humphrey Smith sent forth 
"from the dungeon at Evesham," his graphic 
picture of 'The Bufferings, Tryals and Purgings of 

'Edwards speaks of "one Calvert, a Sectary and Book- 
Mller on Ludgnte Hill ■' (Gangrffina, ii, p. 8). " Giles Calvert, 
the pnbliaber ot all the first Quaker tracts, was also publiEher 
of the English tranalations of Behmen." (The Peculiam, 
p. 118, note). In 165o a General Meeting was held at Swan- 
nington, and it was reported to Cromwell that FciendH had a 
printer -with them, and "aiie are constantly writing." A 
second letter to the Protector saja, ■' The printer was Giles 
Oalvert, of London, who stay'd eight or nice days, and is gone 
op to London with two or thiee queerfl ot paper to be putt 
' into print " (Thurloe : •■ State Papers," iii, pp. 04, 116). Bes 
also Beck's ' London Meetings,' p. 342, note. 
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the Saints at Evealiam,' and at length completed 
the series with a pamplilet entitled, ' Bomethiog 
further laid open of the Cruel Persecutions of Qio 
People called Qtiakera by the Magistrates and People 
of Eveaham.' This last was printed in London " in 
the year 1656." 

Humphrey Smith's deBoriptiou of his dungeon 
mast here be given. He aaya : — 

" The prison, or hole where we are kept, U 
not 12 foot square, and one goal-hole belonging lo 
it four inches wide, wherein we take in our food uid 
straw to lie upon. And we are forced to bnm k 
candle every day by reason the prison is so dark and 
eo close, and so many in one little room, and n 
little ah, with the stink of our own dung, all vfaidi 
might have occasioned the death of some of as a'er 
this time. 

" And one they kept with me in the dungeon nntil 
be was sick, and after turned him out iu die ni^bt. 
And some others have not been well by reasoD of 
the exceeding closeness of the prison, wlierebjT 
Bometimes the stink hath been so strong in Ui* 
streets that the people could not endure to stuid ^ 
it. Sometimes, when the days were hot, the bratb 
of some prisoners were almost stopped, and tlMj 
lay for several days like men asleep ; and when Iba 
days were at the coldest we have not room oor 
place either to make fire, or to walk to keep ov 
bodies warm ; yet there is a large prison over oar 
laeads, where they do sometimes imprison muij of 
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oar Friends, bnt that large prison they will not let 
UB be in, neither could we prevail to have Uberty to 
walk in that prison aometimes . , . ." 

Hnmphrey Smith proceeds to relate how two 
coimtrymen, who were passing with their teama, 
were enticed by the gaoler to enter tlie prison. 
" He then lockt the door and went his way. So 
the men were constrained, by reason of their teams, 
to send with entreating words to the goaler to 
come again, and then they were forced to agree 
with him to let them forth for money." Another 
man who was visiting the imprisoned Friends, was 
also " lockt in that day from his labonr, and the 
next night, and his wife, nor his friends, could not 
prevail with the Mayor nor the goaler to let him out 
without money." 

The persecuted flock at Evesham received a visit 
in the autumn of 1655, which, althongh very brief, 
was nevertheless a comfort and help to thetn all. 
George Fox was travelling southwards through the 
Midland Counties when the news reached him of the 
sufferings of Friends in Worcestershire. He says in 
bis Journal (ed. 1694, p. 168) : — 

" Now I heard that at Evesholme the Magistrates 
had cast several Friends into prison, in several 
prisons ; and that hearing of my coming, they had 
made a pair of high stocks. So I sent for Edward 
Pittaway, a Friend that lived near Evesholme, and 
asbed him the truth of the thing, and he said it 
waa BO. Then I went that night with him to 
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Evesholms ; and in the evening yj& liad a large 
precioiiB mseting, wherein Friends and people were 
refreshed with the Word of Life, and with tlu 
Power of the Lord, 

" Nest morning I got np, and rid to one of tllfl 
prisona, and ■visited Friends there, and encournged 
them. Then I rid to the other prison, where there 
were several prisoners, and among them one Frieiid 
that had been a Priest, but was now become a free 
minister of Christ ; his name was Humphrey Smitb. 
So when I had visited the Friends at both prieoos, 
and was turned away from the prison to go out of 
the town, I espied the Magistrates coming np th« 
town, to have seized me in prison. But the Lord 
frustrated their intents, that the innocent escaped 
their snare, and the Lord's blessed power cum 
over them all. But exceedingly rude and envioiu 
were the priests and professors about this time in 
those parts, 

" I went from Evesholme to "Worcester, and had a 
precious meeting there, and quiet." 

George Foic's narrative disposes of the traditiai 
that he was once a prisoner in a cellar adjoining Ihe 
market-place, while it presents us with a vivid eluteb 
of the actual condition of things in the Boratt^ 
towards the close of 1655. 

Rot urn lug to Humphrey Smith's Tolaminou 
record of eufferiugs, we find a long paragraph 
relating to James Wall, "who had been a soldiar 
many years, and served an apprenticeship ia tfaa 
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town, and vas a freeman thereof, and had born 
several offices, being a shopkeeper, having a stand- 
ing in the Market -PI ace." Now, however, that he 
was a prisoner, the Mayor would not allow his wife 
to use the " Btanding," and said she should not 
have it even for £6. Also two of James Wall's 
" chapmen," " with whom he had dealt much, and 
their accounts were large," went to the Mayor, and 
offered to find bail if be would allow him, " to come 
forth to perfect bis accounts. But the Mayor said, 
if tbej would have a warrant to seize on hia goods, 
they should. But the men aaid they had no reason 
BO to do ; for the Mayor seeks to ruinate not only 
him, hut all the others also." 

On November 17th two women Friends named 
Margaret Newby and Elizabeth Courten {or Quorte) 
came to Evesham "in obedience to the Lord," and 
held a meeting at Edward Pitway'a house. After 
the meeting was concluded, they went to visit the 
prisoners, and " as they were returning, the Mayor 
laid violent hands ou them, and caused them to be 
put in a pair of stocks." These stocks, which 
were placed in the room over " the dungeon," are 
described as "worse than ordinary, made for hands 
and feet to be put in, and the holes for the hands 
are too little." Edmund Young himself went to 
Bee if the women were " put in bad enough.'' 
" Thns they sat in a most barbarous manner for 
fifteen hours at least." The Mayor then " sent 
them out of the town a back way, without suffering 
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them to refreBh themselves, it being a freezing 
cigliti." Humphrey Smith adds, "I thought tbM 
Paul's ' forty stripes, save one,' was not so bad." 
This cruel treatment is said to have caused tho 
death of Margaret Newhy.* 

The same Sunday evening, another Friend named 
George Adams, who was visiting Evesham, wa» 
" put iu the common stocks all that freezing night in 
the street," and then sent out of the town with tfaa 
gaoler. He afterwards returned, and asked tlie 
Mayor what ofEence he had committed. "But the 
Mayor, having nothing to accuse him of, was wroth, 
and sent him to the stocks again." A man luumed 
Bohert Ewens, who had accompanied George Adams 
out of the town, was sent for by " them oallad 
Justices," Samuel Gardner and Bobcrt Martin. 
" The one of them said, ' What shall we do with thia 
fellow ?' The other answered, ' Put him in the gatd, 
and haug him.' But at last they sent him to the 

stocks So when Ihey had punished faua> 

they enquired what fault he bad done, and finding 
none, let him go."f 

The last incident of the 1665 persecution ia reblad, 
by Besse (ii. p. 60) as follows : 

" Mary Clark, being concerned to hear of the ctmI 
Usage of her Friends, travelled from London to 
Eveaham, to expostulate with the Mayor. Edwui 
Young, concerning the barbarous Trealmout by btai 

* Bmm, ii, p. 68. -MUd.. p. E9. 



Sufferings, dc, of the Saints at Evesham. 97 

inflicted on his innocent Neighbours. Before she 
had quite delivered her Message, he thrust her out 
of his Shop, and caused her to be set in the Stocks 
three Hours on the Market-day." 

We are not informed how long a time elapsed 
before the prisoners regained their liberty. Humphrey 
Smith's allusions to ** the days at the coldest," " a 
freezing night,'* &c., point, however, to the conclu- 
sion that they were still in custody during the winter 
of 1655, and the only clue to the time of their release 
is found in the fact that the principal sufferer was 
preaching in Devonshire in July, 1656. When at 
length the band of faithful witnesses returned to 
their own homes, they did so injured in health, and 
almost ruined by the prolonged absence from their 
trades and occupations. But the things that were 
gain to them they counted loss for Christ, and the 
meetings they now held were more than ever 
crowned with the Divine blessing. Well might 
Neal remark, ** The behaviour of the Quakers was 
very extraordinary, and had something in it that 
looked like the spirit of martyrdom. "'J- 

But what shall be said of the men who thus, 
persecuted the Church of God ? Some of them 
doubtless believed that they were doing Him service. 
All were probably ignorant of the real principles of 
Friends. It is worthy of notice that two of the 
chief persecutors ended their days very miserably. 

••History of Puritans,' ii, pp. 673-6. 

H 
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Justice Gardner went out of his mind, and vas nt 
times so violent that he had to be bound to his bed. 
He met hia death by drowning in the year 1660. 
Bobert Martin, bis fellow magistrate, is said to have 
been killed by a fall as be was moanting his hors 
It would be presumption to assert that these suddea 
removals were indicative of Divine retribution ; but 
it is a striking fact that similar visitations be&l 
notorious persecutors of the Society of Friends L 
many other parts of the country. 

Humphrey Smith's work at Evesham was now at 
an end. He left behind him a people well established 
in the faith and hope of the Gospel, and zealons (or 
the honour and glory of Christ. With some of them 
he doubtless maintained a correspondence, and he 
surely bad tbem in bis mind when he wrote from 
Winchester Gaol, in 1668, " To the Flock of God, 
whom He hath gathered in Gloucestershire, Here- 
fordsbire, Worcestersbu-e, &c." 

The closing words of one of the early records wiU 
form a fitting conclusion to this chapter. " Let all 
people take notice that all that is print«d in this 
Book is all but a short declaration to what might be 
I printed of the persecution of Priests, Magistntea 

I and People of this Tovm of Evesham against the 

I Saints." 
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Notes on the Pbisons in Evesham: 1655. 

It will be noticed that Humphrey Smith says, in 
describing the events of Oct. 14th, 1G55, that the 
new Mayor, Edmund Young, "wanted another prison 
for the women, for he had imprisoned men in four 
several places." By comparing the various narra- 
tives, we are able to say with tolerable certainty what 
the " four several places " were. 

(1) The Gaoler's House, in which H. S. and 
T. Cartwright were first confined, and which was 
again used as a prison for eight Friends during the 
persecution under Edmund Young. The gaoler was 
a selfish, cruel man, who would do nothing without 
money, and the Friends quartered at his house 
received " much abuse " from him. A century later, 
John Howard found that English gaolers rarely 
received a fixed salary, and that they extorted fees 
from the prisoners, besides depriving them of their 
proper food allowance. The Evesham gaoler did his 
best to appropriate a large share of the bread and 
beer allotted to the Friends. 

(2) The "Main Gaol." — Humphrey Smith was 
committed to ** the main goal " on Thursday, 
Aug. 23rd, 1656, and he speaks of it in one of his 
accounts as " a large prison, where they do some- 
times imprison many of our Friends." The open- 
air meeting was held " in the street outside the main 
goal ** every day for some time. In this prison were 
ixed the stocks in which Margaret Newby and 
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Elizabeth Courten spent so imcomfortable a, nif^ 
Tlie eight Frienda in custody at the g&oler's haiua 
were afterwards removed to the main gaol, beeanu 
they would not pay enough for their "lodging and 
diet." 

An examination of the preceding Darratire, 
especially of the events of Sept. 9th, will make it 
evident that the "common gaol" and the "main 
gaol" were one and the same building. 

The "main gaol" maybe safely identified with tlie 
old Boi-ough Prison. According to Mr. George Majr 
it stood north-east of the present Town-ball ; hot it 
was taken down by the Corporation in 1789.* It 
probably occnpied the site on wliicb Mr, Wheatley'i 
music shop and the ' Volunteer ' Inn now stand. 

(8) The DoKSEON.^Tbis was under the maiDgMlL 
("There is a large prison over our heads." " W« 

* Hist. □[ Evesham, p. 193. Mr. May's intonnatiaii «M 
doobtleaa oblained from the following HEnnte of Ihe ObP' 
poration :— ITBEI.— '■ Whereas the Goal HoDse of tb* ad 
Borough is in so Kuinoos a state as not to be Bepainble; 
Therefore it in hereb; order'd and agreed upon that Ih« mii 
Ooal liuiise be taken down, end Ihc Mal«rials thereof vAi tot 
the most Money which can be got tor the same : , . , . Qtte'd 
that a Clock and Market Bell be placed on the North End of tbt 
Town Hall of the saiil Borough, and that the Uoney uiuw 
from the aale ol the MateriaU of the Eoid Goal HooM bl 
applied ton'ards (lie Gipense of the aanie. Autl it is fml^ 
order'd that the Scite ol the said Goal House bu planned ui 
meuHured. in order to preserve and aMertain tho Bight ol ill 
the same." 
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there in the dungeon under them/') ^^' Access to it 
was obtained by means of a ladder through a hole, 
out of which Humphrey Smith preached to the 
people in the street until the Mayor *' caused a trap- 
door to be made to the dungeon and locked down." 
The size of this subterranean den, with other 
particulars relating to its condition, have been 
already given (p. 92). The memoirs of the early 
Friends contain many accounts of similar duugeons 
in all parts of the country. 

(4) The ** other Prison." — When H. Smith was 
consigned to the "main gaol," Thomas Cartwright 
was sent to ** the other prison." George Fox says 
that he visited one prison and encouraged the 
Friends there, and then that he ** nVZ " to the gaol 
where Humphrey Smith and several other prisoners 
were confined, so that it is evident that the two gaols 
were quite distinct and at some distance from one 
another. 

We cannot now ascertain where this other prison 
was situated. It is said that the cellars of the 
ancient Almonry, facing the lower end of Vine Street, 
have been sometimes employed as temporary places 
of confinement ; but no facts are quoted in support 
of this tradition. 

In addition to the " four several places " of im- 
prisonment described above, it should be noticed 

* Mr. May is evidently incorrect in saying: — '* The cell is 
notioed as having been distinct from the town-gaol." ^Hist. 
of E., p. 202). 
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I that " the Town-hall " was also employed on Snndfty, 

B Aug. 26tli, 1656. In it were put " aa many of the 

^^^^Ltownspeople as were at the meeting." The present 
^^^^HtcLyii-hall must he the huilding referred to. 
^^^^p Tradition says that some Friends were once im- 
I prisoned in the cellar of the old dwelling-house in tLe 

south-east corner of the market-place, adjoining 
Abbot Eeginald's Gateway. This cellar "is sboat 
22 feet square and from 6 to 7 feet high. There ia s 
strong stone wall or buttress at one end, about four 
feet thick, but whether intended as a support to the 
roof or aa a division of the place for two classes of 
inmates ig not now known. There are some reoeeeei 
in the walls, and one narrow grating looking into the 
roadway. Au old entrance from the market-plftM 
down some stone steps has been blocked up."* If 

I this cellar was not used as a dungeon in 165S, it Olftj 
have been so employed during the perseoiltiou 
flescribed in the next chapter. 



1 



• Noiiia's 'WoroeBtcr Sects," p. Sll. 



CHAPTER IV. 

THIRTY YEARS OF PERSECUTION. 

1656—1689. 

" Call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye 
were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions ; . . . . 
Ye took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in your- 
selves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring 
substance." — Hebrews x. 32 — 34. 

Two hundred and thirty years ago the town 
of Evesham presented an aspect strangely different 
from that which it wears to-day. Gardening had 
not become the staple employment of its population, 
and the rich sunny slopes now so thickly planted 
with fruit-trees and vegetables were then only 
partially cultivated, and that after a very indifferent 
fashion. The town itself was smaller and more 
compact. The roads leading into it were in such an 
indescribably wretched condition as to be almost 
impassable for wheeled vehicles. The ** divers praty 
streets," alluded to by Leland were filthy and unpaved. 
The carriage-way was obstructed by heaps of stones 
and offal, and swine wallowed unhindered amidst the 
** pools of stagnant water and holes of mire." '' No 

• May's Hist, of E., p. 370. 
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ligJits were displayed at uight, with the exception of 
the faint glimmer oeoasionally afforded by the watch- 
man's lantern, so that locomotion after dusk mtut 
have been a work of considerable difficulty. 

The houses were largely constructed of wood, ud 
in many places theit overhanging gables eeemed lo 
exclude the sunshine from the road below. Rudely 
ornamented plaater-work reUeved tlieir dark carved 
timbers, and quaint swinging signboards projected 
above the doors of the open shops beneath, when 
curiously -attired countrywomen chattered and bar- 
gained over their sundry purchases. In the midst 
of such surroundings as these the early Prienda lived 
and moved, having their conversation honest towanlB 
all men, — 



" Flying their daily task with busier feet, 
Because Iheir secret souls a holj strain repeat." 



I dwel 



In this chapter an attempt is made to trace Uu 
history of the Society of Friends in Evesham from 
the year 1656 to the passing of the Toleration Act, 
I. William &. Mary, 1689. Very scanty material! 
are at our disposal, and we are mainly dependoit 
upon the pages of Besae (Vol. ii., pp. 60-89). 

The religious meetings of the Society were held in 
Bengeworth for about twenty years, usually ll 
Edward Pitway's house, but sometimes at TbomM 
Hyatt's or John Washborne's. Edward Pitwaj'l 
dwelling occupied the site of the present ' Northwiek 
AnsB ' Hotel. Oopper tokens are still extaati 
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bearing the mscription, "Edward Pitway at the = 
Red Lyon in Bengeworth /j.,"* which were iaaued 
by this very man, or by one of his ancestors. It was 
not until 1676 that the Society acquired its 
property in Cowl Street. 

In 1656 William Roberta and Richard Walker 
were prosecuted for " steeple-house rates," and had 
goods taken fi-oln them beyond the amount of the 
legal demand. In the same year George Fox again 
arrived in Evesham, having endured since his last 
visit a painful imprisonment in Latmceston Castle. 
In his Journal he says: — " We came to Eveaholme 
again; where I met John Cam." 

It is interesting to find that John Camm was 
among the faithfiU ministers who visited the newly- 
gathered Society in this town. He was in faihiig 
health in 1G56, and his sermons at Evesham must 
have been almost the last that fell from his hps. He 
died soon afterwards, exclaiming, " This house of 
clay must go to its place, but this soul and spiiit is 
to be gathered up to the Lord, to be with him for 
ever." 

In 1657 that "ancient servant of Jesus Christ," 
George Whitehead, travelled through Wore ester ahire, 
" to the CQuvincing, strengthening, and comforting 
of many." He encountered much opposition, but 
successfully overthrew the arguments of those who 
challenged his teaching. About the same time 

^^^See this token en^p-aved, TmdBl'B Hist, of E., p. 142. ^^J 
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William Dewabury held a meeting at Evesliam, and 
it was duriug his viait that he penned an account of 
his recent labours in Bristol and the Welsh conntiet. 

In those days, Eyesbam Friends were not content 
to worship quietly in their own meetings, withoot 
making any effort to caiTy the Gospel to the petals 
around them. They were fiUed with zeal for tba 
conversion of their neighbours, and were not ashamed 
to be seen preaching in the open air. In 1667 
WiUiam Simpson, "for exhorting the people in tli* 
streets of Evesham to repent and fear the Lord," 
was sent out of the town by the Mayor, and in I6f0 
Thomas Woodrove, of Weymouth, suffered thiM 
months imprisonment for & similar oSdOCf. 
Thomas Thnrston was also sent to gaol for preaching 
" in the graveyard." 

In 1659 Wilham Simpson walked partly nnolotbld 
■■ through the streets at Evesham in a prophetisal 
manner, as a sign to the people" that they mtt 
still in a state of spiritual nakedness. Simpson di4 
not escape abuse, for he was " whipt on the btck 
and breast by an envious -minded man of that place." 
This strange exhibition was repeated "at sevenl 
times for three years " in many other towns tsA 
cities, in obedience to what "that poor man" 
believed to be a call from heaven, and in imitatiiin 
of one at least of the ancient Hebrew pnfh^ 
(Isa. sx.). Simpson was a native of Lauoashin- 
Some idea of his strange esoesBes, and withal of hit 
patient godliness, may be gathered from Fin*i 
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Journal (ed. 1694, p. 289), * Piety Promoted' (i., 
p. 71), Bumyeat's Journal (p. 194), and Bickley's 
' George Fox and the Early Quakers* (pp. 100, 206, 
notes). 

In 1667 Thomas Aldington, "going into one of 
the places of publick worship, where he stood still 
and spake not a word, was taken out and set in the 
stocks'*: and Stephen Pitway "suffered imprison- 
ment above sixteen weeks for speaking to a priest in 
the steeple-house.** Mary Tilley, of Bromesgrove, 
was also put in the stocks " for exhorting the people 
after the priest had ended his sermon.*' In 1G69 
similar events are recorded. John Clements lay in 
prison twenty weeks, Susanna Pearson * seven days, 
and Arthur Kemp for a considerable time, all for 
giving " Christian exhortation to the people at the 
steeple-house at Evesham." " Samuel Horton, 
hearing the Priest assert in his sermon that Abra- 
ham's grace was imperfect, was concerned to oppose 

* Among his many charges against the early Friends, 
Bichard Baxter asserted that *' some have famished and 
drowned themselves in melancholy, and others under the 
power of the Spirit have attempted to raise them." He stated 
that " Susan Pierson did this at Claines, near Worcester, when 
they took a man out of his grave that had made away with 
himself, and commanded him to arise and live.*' B. Barclay 
remarks that this Mrs. Pierson *' evidently did not belong to 
the Society " ('Inner Life,' &c., p. 428, note) ; but it is more 
likely that she was the same individual referred to above, who 
frequently visited Evesham. George Fox was informed of the 
matter, but merely endorsed the letter containing particulars, 
•• Mad whimesye." 
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that nnscriptucal doctrine, for which lie was set in 
the stocks three houiB, and afterwards sent to 
prison." It must be borne in mind that under Ui* 
Presbyterian form of worship, which prevailed in 
many parts of England during the Commonwe*ltli. 
it was no breach of order for anyone to stand up and 
apeak to the congregation " after the priest h»d 
done " ; and the Quaker preachers freq^uently availed 
themselves of this privilege. Although their plain 
language and searching doctrines often excited fierci 
opposition on the part of both priest and peopU, 
they were aometimes cordially received, and tlieir 
ministry in the churches led many au erring Mwl 
iato the way of peace. " We have distinct aid 
positive testimony that on the Beatoration, wlwB 
the Church of England resumed its poeilion M 
estabhshed Ly law, the preachers of the Society 
of Fi'ienda did not attempt to preach after the print 
of the Church of England had finished his sermon."* 

In 1657 James Wall suffered more than a monUi'i 
imprisonment "for going with his hat on into k 
Coiirt-Lcet, to which he was summoned " ; and ID 
1659 John Bedmao, " for the cause of religion and t 
good conscience, was put to much trouble by Uh 
Mayor of Evesham in the Town Court, and had In 
goods taken away to a considerable value." 

In liiSS William Bnsaell, Thomas Harris, Tboau 
Wright, Chrizigen Wright, and Joane Wig^n, wtn 
&;'i ' Inner life of Beligioaa SocietUa of Oa» 
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arrested as they were going to a meeting at Evesham^ 
and committed to prison. 

We now find ourselves at the commencement of 
what was to the Nonconformists of England the 
darkest night of all, truly a ** reign of terror,** with 
scarcely a redeeming feature beyond the display 
of Christian fortitude which it called forth. The 
restoration of Episcopacy followed upon the return 
of Charles II. in 1660, and the re-established Church 
at once secured the assistance of Parliament in its 
unholy endeavours to stamp out Nonconformity. 
These endeavours were of course utterly futile, but 
they were not relinquished until the skirts of the 
Estabhshment were stained with the blood of mul- 
titudes of innocent victims. The Act of Uniformity, 
passed in 1662, deprived 2000 ministers of their 
livings. The Conventicle Act of 1663 prohibited all 
meetings where more than five of the family were 
present, and imposed penalties varying from a fine of 
£5 for the first offence to transportation " beyond the 
seas " for the third conviction. This diabolical 
statute was made still more stringent in 1664, and in 
1670 its penalties were again increased, and the vile 
trade of the common informer was openly en- 
couraged. In addition to this. Acts were passed 
prohibiting Nonconformists from holding municipal 
offices, and excluding them entirely from Govern- 
ment employ. 

Some idea of the operation of these laws may be 
gathered from the statement of Neal — that it was 



110 Evfskam Friends in the Olden Ttau. 

computed tltat 8000 Dissenters died in prison da 
the reign of Charles 11. " Thirteen thousaud fin 
hunclred and 62 persons of the Society of Friend* 
suffered imprisonment between 1661 and 1097. 198 
were transported beyond tbe seas, and 838 died ii 
priaoh or of their ■wounds," ■■'■- 

Speaking of this period, a recent Listoriui hh 
remarked : — 

"Many Presbyterians took refnge in the ChuTcK 
.... Tbe Independents and Baptists gave cf 
their meetiuga or met by stealth, wliile waleboi, 
stationed on roof, or as outposts in the street, i 
ready to give warning of the approach of informetfc 
The members of one denomination alone continaedi 
by meeting openly and without conceahneut, to iiff 
and not to evade the law. These were the Qu&lnrt. 
. , , . Tbey continued openly to meet and pr«Mbt 
not once roviUng their persecutors, "+ 

In 1C60 a determined effort was made to brcftk up 
the meetings of the Society of Friends at Eveshuik 
On tbe 16th of January the mayor and o " 
magistrates arrested Joshua FroDBham, £dwud 
Pitway, senr,, and James Wall, and committlrf 
them to prison "for refusing to swear," Twenty 
more Friends were dragged out of a meeting on tlM 
following day, and imprisoned. Their names W 
John Tandy, Thomas Freeman, Phillip Marshall. 
Joseph Tandy, Kiuhord Grove, Francis Holli 

• Barclay's ' Inner lite,' Ac., p. i75. 

t SkcBt'H ' Butoi; ol Free Cbarcbee of Engl&nJ,' ISOS p. Tl> 
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Thomas Cartwright, "William Roberts, John Ewins, 
Eoger Rudge, Richard "Walker, John Woodward, 
Stephen Pitway, Robert Ewins, "William Langstone, 
David Walker, WiUiam Yeats, jun., John Clements, 
Bernard Roberts, and John Bedman. 

On the 20th of the same month the following 
forty-five persons were taken at a meeting, and 
sentenced by the recorder to a term of imprison- 
ment ; viz., Arthur Kemp, Thomas Evans, Benjamin 
Pierce, Francis Pitway, Mary Worley (widow), 
'Elizabeth Andrews, Anne Medwell, Mary Beare, 
Joyce Evans, Mary Harris, Eleanor Walker, 
Richard Bennett, Thomas Aldington, William 
Andrews, Joane Woodward, Hannah Rudge, 
Elizabeth Perkins, Elizabeth Tombs, Elizabeth 
Haynes, Sarah Russel, Ruth Knight, Joane Tandy, 
William Yeats, sen., Robert Tandy, Nathaniel 
Clements, Sarah Frensham, Hannah Wall, Anne 
Brantly, Mary Langstone, Elizabeth Clements, 
Bridget Smith, Sarah Walker, Ehzabeth Hardman, 
Edward Pitway, jun., Samuel Collins, Mary 
Hardman, Sarah Phelps, Elizabeth Pitway, Mary 
Leake, Elizabeth Shorthaze, Ehzabeth Colhns, 
Elizabeth Nichols (widow), Barbara Walker, Mary 
Harton, and Sarah Bennett. 

" On the 22nd Paul Banning was fetcht out of his 
master's house, and for refusing to swear, committed 
to prison. And on the 27th the following fourteen 
were taken out of a meeting, and also committed, 
viz. : Anne Brantly, Anne Johnson, Ehzabeth 
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Andrews, Francis Pitway, Elizabeth Pitway, Tliomii 
Drake, Susanna Pterson, Margaret Tandy, lohn 
Simonds, Elizabeth Collins, Widow Walker, Sarah 
Cartwright, Mary Badacy, and Mary Godfrey."* 

The long liBta of names show that the aathoritiet 
endeavoured to suppress the meetings, by Ujini 
hands not only on the leading Friends, but on lU 
who were in any way associated with tlieiu. Hi* 
figures named indicate the size of the gatherings in 
Bengeworth at that time. 

Twelve months later (Jauuary 16th, 1661t t 
constable went to the meeting, and took mm} 
thirty men Friends into citstody, placing them tbat 
night in the Townhall. The magistrates met tiw 
following morning, and sent the following itimeUai 
to prison, viz.: James AVall, John Clements, sou., 
John Emms, Eobert Tandy, John Bedmau, ThonUi 
Cartwright, John Clements, jun., Thomas Freenuo. 
Joseph Taudy, David Weaver, John Woodmrd, 
Artlmr Kemp, Bernard Roberts, Eichard (irow, 
Thomas Drake, John Tandy, Nathaniel Cleiuenb. 
Robert Vines, and Benjamui Pearce. 

On the 31st of December, 16G2, Major Wild, -a 
persecuting man," came to Evesham with a compuy 
of soldiers, and ordered " several of the JnhabitauU 
to appear before him." Robert Bayliss, 'Williui 
Webb, and Richard Walker, all of Broadway, wm» 
also summoned. " Ue toolc their words for tlittf 
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I ^peftrance at Worcester the next day, axoepb 
I Richard Walker, a poor, sickly man, above sixty 
years of age, whom they used very inhumanly." 
The soldiers drove him on foot before their horses, 
and when he could go no further " they dragged 
him along by force, and the Major beat him dowu 
with his horse and threatened to pistol him. At 
length they set him on horseback, .... and he was 
thnahronght to Worcester Gaol." Walker was "before 
afflicted with a long-continued ptisick," and he died 
Boon after his committal. " He was a man of meek, 
innocent and Christian spirit, inoffensivo in life and 
conversation, and generally well beloved by those 
that knew him."* 

On the 1st of January, 1G62, WilUam Collins, 
Henry Gibba, Stephen Pitway, and Joseph Walker, 
were arrested at their own homes, and sent to 
prison. "At the next sessions the two first were 
re-committed for six months, though no breach of 
the law was proved against them." In the Worcester 
County Bolls for 1662 it is stated that they were 
committed "for having lately assembled themselves 
under the pretence of joyning in a religious worship, 
to the great endangering of the publique peace and 
safetye, and tn the terrour of the people." 

In 1G84, John Woodward, Stephen Pitway, John 
Hawkswood, and Joshua Frensliam, were prosecuted 
at the Sessions for refusing to take the Oath of 
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Jlegiance. They preferred to BufTei than to deny 

Uie truth. Woodward lay in a dungeon for "a 

■Oonsiderafale time," and the other three ven 

Kmprisoned under the terrible sentence of Pnemunire. 

It must not be supposed that this forms a compIeU 

ftzecord of all the persecutions endured by the Sodttty 

Jin Eveshana between 1G56 and 1689 ; for there is 

■ little room for doubt that much more of ft 

' kind took place. Tbeae fragmentary notices trill 

suflSce to convince us tbat the Evesham Friends 

were possessed of courage and persistency, uid 

that they quitted themselves like men throngbotU 

the long dark night of trial and adversity. In view 

of these hardships aud losses, it is worthy of remad 

that members of the same Society have recently 

occupied positions of public honour and reBponm- 

bility upon the Magisterial Bench and in the Towu 

Council Chamber. Once treated as tbe filth ud 

offscourtng of the world, their help is now sought in 

almost every philanthropic undertaking, and Uw 

Tvords of the wise king have been fulfilled in tludr 

experience, *' When a man's ways please the Lord, 

He maketh even his enemies to be at peace will) 

To describe at length the sufferinga of Friends in 
the neighboui-ing towns and villages would be to 

* From the moment o[ conviction the detendanl U oat if 
the King's protocijan ; hia body remains in prisoa durill|lbt 
Eing'B plcBHUie. and all hie gaods are forfeited tc 

Slaclatonr. 
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exceed the limits of this volume ; but the following 
[uunary of the leading events recorded by Besse 
will show with what rigour the law was enforced. 

On September IStb, 1657, William Webb, of 
Broadway, wJiile passing through Chipping Gampden, 
on his way to a meeting, " wae observed by a justice, 
who demanded lOa, of him for travelling on the 
Sabbath, and for non-payment ordered him to be aet 
in the stocks. The same justice caused the like 
punishment to be inflicted on William RusseU, Mary 
Dory [? Drury] , Alice Butcher, Joane Wiggan, and 
Thomas Lane, for going to a meeting in Broad 
Campden, the pariah where they dwelt." On 
January 20th, 1660, "both men and women were 
thrust out of the meeting-place at Broad Campden 
by aoldiera, who delivered them to the tything-men, 
and they next day had them before Justice Overbury, 
who tendered tliem the oath." Upon their refusal 
to swear, "he committed Henry Daffie, WiUiam 
Euasell, Thomas Cole, Edward Warner, Thomas 
Moseley, Thomas Eeite, and William Keite, to the 
connty-goal, where the felons and other prisoners 
abnsed them, taking away their bats and clothes." 
On the 18th of August, 1683, "Richard Parsons, 
Chancellor of Gloucester, came to the meeting- 
■itonae at Oamden,*^ when the doors were shut, and 

* Gampden Metling Rou«e, — Bj feoffment datcil Jnmiaty 
18th, 1663, Jotn Hitchman, of Broad Campden, and Prudence 
hu wifsi coDvejed unto Edward Warner (of filockle;, "icloatb 
worker "), Thomas Eeite the elder, Thomas Eeite the ; oanger. 
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^^^ntto person there. He, with finch as attended 
^^^Hbnrst open the doors, and brake the inDdowB Mid 
^^^Bseats all to pieces, and departed with many tbnata. 
^^^■tJpoD some mformatioii of a meeting there, b* 
^^^^ehortly after issued a warrant bj which were taken 

r ThomtLB Mosel; Ihe yoaceer (all ot Broad Campdai}, Jobs 

I Not rU the younger (of P;e MiU, " millner "),uid WiUiMnDlrii 

(of Chipping Campden). for the conslderatioit of £18 ■■ kO thai 
two of liousing together with an orchard or qnuuilii 

ot gi'Ounc! Ijing thereunto, latetj belonging to the incanM(*i 
cottage or dwelling dow inhabited or possessed by Uie mU 
John Hltclimati, situated and being in Broad CunpdML" 
The present meeting-house vas built at a later date, piobtlUj 
upon the same piece of groand described abOT«. A gm<«- 
yard lies behind it. The honse is now used bjr the Cbonk 
of EnKland tor a Sunday school, the Society ot Pmndi 11 
Campdon having died out a few fears ago. 

Ccimpden and Stew meetings remained in asMoiktioa «M 
the other meetings ot Gloucestershire ontil 1790, vfafl 
" Stow Monthly Meeting " was united io " Sontb DhWM 
ot WarwickBhire, M.M." 

* In IG83, Gervas Harris '-ol Willersby" was bDprJMa*! il 
(floucester gaol, "(or his absence from the national wonUp-" 
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In 1681, "for meetings at Stow," Anthony 
BobertB, William Tidmarah, and John Hiatt had 
goods taken from them worth £28 16s. 

In February, 1660, ten Friends were arrested at a 
meeting at Tewkesbury, " and because they refused 
to give soretiea for their good behaviour, were 
committed to prison." In 1662, Henry Howland, 
of Tewkesbury, "for refusing to bear anna, or to 
pay towards the charge of the Mihtia, had an horse 
taken from him worth £i 8a. The person who took 
the horse acknowledging he did it against his 
conscience, Henry Howland told him ' he might 
then expect some judgment would follow,' and it was 
observed that the said person, having ordered hia 
son to sell the horse, as he was riding, the horse ran 
violently with him against the arm of a tree, so that 
he died of the blow immediately." In November, 
1665, " Henry Howland, of Tewkesbury, had three 
cows and one ateer taken from him for permitting 
religious meetings at his house." In 1681, "Thomas 
Chomeck, of Tewkesbury, was excommunicated for 
absence from the national worship."^' 

In 1678, William Parr, of Shipston-on-Stour, was 
several times prosecuted for tithes by Dr. Crowther, 

* George Fos visited Tcwkeabuiy Joe the first time in 1655, 
when he had "a, greut meeting," In 161)0 he sajs, "We 

passed to Tewkesbury, and so to Worcester And in 

aH raj time I never sb.w the like drunkenness as then in the 
towns ; for they had been then ohuaing Parliament-Men." 
Oeoige Fox was at Tewkesburj again in 1677-8. 
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ai Tredington. " Upon one of these prosecutions 
he was imprisoned above a year at Worcester, and ft 
judgment being obtained against him for £8 titbea, 
he bad taken from him four cows worth £14." At 
another time four cows and two horses, worth 
nearly £30, were stolen from bim. Dr. Crowther 
also cited him " for not coming to hear COHUDOD 
prayer, and at appearing he was committed lo 
prison by a writ de excummimicato capiendo, where 
he was a prisoner two years and a half a^«r." 
In 1681 " Edward Cooke, of Sbipston, was indicted 
at the Quarter Sessions for being at a meeting 
there, and had taken &om him goods worth 
£11 la. 8d." In 1683 the officers of ShipsWn 
took goods from Kobert Grimes, John Bnrlinghiun,' 
James Hunt, William Field, William Banbury, xai. 
Nicholas Wilkin s ; and in 1684 "Thomas Cooke 
was taken from a meeting at Sbipston, and, refnnng 
to find sureties for the good behaviour, was by tb* 
justices committed to prison."! 



* One ol the earliest koown QDcesIora of the Bnrliii^Mi 

4 In the Shipeton pariah register, Maroh 16, 169.'', oenM 
the name of John Waring, " who waa bj his reUtions pgtt 
itb ground lik a dog in ye Quakers meeting hoau jaid. 
Koguea I" The aame register records the baptiBin of t«ft 
oonverted Quakers :— 172^. Oct. eth, " Bichwdiu TJte, 
tremulorum celigionetii respueDs baptizatns eat ; " and JoMfk 
Wareiug, " sordidas tremuloruni opiuioneB reapuena " (IIIL 
Jan. 6J. 
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In 1S70, at Grafton -Flyford, " aome soldiers of 
the band called the ' clergy- band' oame to a meQting 
at the house of George Maris, and informed against 
several persona there, against whom a warrant was 
issued by John PackiDgton, of Weatwood, and 
Samuel Sands, of Amberaley, Justieea, by which 
were taken from Fi-ancia Fincher all his goods for a 
fine of £20 ; from George Maris goods worth ^£20 ; 
and from WiUiam Sale and John Tombs to the 
value of £1 14b." Fincher and Maris were afterwards 
sent to the county gaol. 

Any complete description of the perseeutioaa 
patiently endured by the Society of Friends in the 
city of "Worcester would alone occupy many pages. 

In 1660, sixty-eight men were imprisoned, and 
as the women stil! assembled for worship they 
were in turn arrested and placed for several hours 
in a hole called " the Under- Eiders." They 
persisted io meeting, however, and a week later 
were again put in the same place, " and afterwards 
in Bridewell, two of them havmg been first set iu 
the stocks five hours." In March, 1661, the 
prisoners were released, with the exception of one 
man and two women. 

In 1661, a marshal with a file of masquetiers 
broke up a meeting at the house of Bobert Smith, 



The BcBJlea cegiater has ;^16B0. ■• Edward Look, of atowac- 
ton, quaksr, was buried at Crosse gate in a Cloae there, 14ov. 
1th, in a shfQiid ot Eheeps wooll onlej." 
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and arrested eighteen Friends, who were committed 
to the Town Gaol '* upon the evidence of but OM 
man, and he an infamous pereou, who had beoi 
formerly arraigned for murder, and was afterwirda 
distracted." lu July, 1G62, Robert Smith was tried 
at the Assizes for refusing to take the oath of 
allegiance, "and received the dismal sentence of 
prRuiuuire, uuder which he lay in prison near (en 
years." At the same assizes a number of Frienda 
were convicted of holding a meeting, and weta 
sentenced to pay £5 each, or to endure three 
months' imprisonment. 

In 16G3, 1G64, and 1670 the meetmgs were again 
broken up, and from 1681 to 1685 WorcMiet 
Fmnds were still further imprisoned, fined, *Bd 
otherwise illtreated. The representations whiell 
they forwarded to the Bishop of the diocese, to Hu 
Judges of the Assize, to the Assize Jurors, to the 
members of Parhament for the city and county, and 
to King Charles himself, were all ahke treated with 
entire indifference. 

The earliest meetings of the Society in Worcestv 
were held at private houses (as at Bobert Snuth'a 
and Edward Bourne's), but in 1670 mention is madi 
of a house and ground in Cooking (now Copeahages) 
Street, which formed "the usual meeting place." 
The first minutes are those of a Monthly Meeting 
at Edward Bourne's house in 1673, " many motitbljr 
meetings " having been held at the same dwelling 
iiefbre the records were commenced. In 1681 
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Edward Boume was appreheniiled " while preaching 
at an unlawful conveaticle in Friars Street," and in 
1688 sixteen persona were imprisoned " for riotously 
and unlawfully assembling at the dwelling-house of 
a person unknown in Friar Street." This house 
*' adjoined Wyatt's hospital, and had subsequently a 
burying ground attached. The chapel was used for 
Divine worship by the Quakers till 1701, when the 
present chapel near Sansomo walk was erected, on 
ground given by Edward Bourne, physician." The 
old meeting-house in Friar Street was used occa- 
sionally for many years. " It is now used as an 
infant school ; and the old burying ground, where 
the bones of many Friends lie peacefully side by 
side after the cruel boETetting of a hfe of persecution, 
is now the resort of happy babydom during play 
hours,"* 

The story of George Fox's arrest at Armscote, in 
1678. has been so often told that it is needless to 
repeat it here. Henry Parker, the justice who 
ordered his arrest, and proved to be such a persistent 
"enemy of the Truth," was afterwards Eecorder of 
Evesham and M.P. for the Borough. It was owing 
to Edward Pitway's intercession that George Fox's 
sufferings at Worcester Gaol were somewhat lessened. 
Justice Parker's letter to the gaoler, ordering him 
to allow his prisoner " the benefit of the air," was 
dated from " Evesham, the 8th of October, 1674." 

e Noake's ■ Worcester Secta,' 1801, pp. 236, 250, 35S. 
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The history of the persecution of Nonconformiita 
daring the 17th century iLfforda a painful illuatratian 
of the ill effects of parliamentary interference is 
matters of religion, as well as of the mischief vhieh 
invariahly results in one form or another from t 
State EstabUshment of KeUgion. The Toleration 
Act of 1689 at last made it possible for all to worship 
God according to their conBcionces. The authors d 
this Act, says Macaulay, " removed a vast mass rf 
evil without shocking a vast mass of prejudice ; they 
put an end, at once and for ever, without one division 
in either House of Parliament, without one riot in 
the streets, with scarcely one audible murmnr eftn 
from the classes most tainted with bigotry, to s 
persecution which had raged during four generatictu. 
which had broken innumerable hearts, which had 
made innumerable firesides desolate, which had 
filled the prison with men of whom the world wai 
not worthy, which had driven thousands of thoM 
honest diligent and God-fearing yeomen and artisaiu. 
Tho are the true strength of a nation, to seek a 
' mfuge beyond the ocean, among the wigwams of Bed 
. Indians, and the lairs of panthers." 

Returning to the town of Evesham, we find that 

■ tiie Society of Friends secured a burial-ground ia 

iBengeworth in 1675, and that in the following jear 

tthey purchased property in Cowl Street, on whieli 

erect a commodious meeting-house. Tb«M {V^ 

niees are described on a later page. 

During the first half century of its exiatenea tha 
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strength of the Society in Great Britain undoubtedly 
lay in the number of its travelling ministers, who 
unsparingly devoted their time and talents to the 
service of their Heavenly Master. The small country 
meetings were not then allowed to die for want of 
lively, helpful preaching. Fox, and the Quaker 
leaders generally, knew well that a vocal ministry 
was ordained of God ** for the perfecting of the 
saints, and the edifying of the body of Christ," and 
so long as these scriptural views were maintained 
and acted upon, the village as well as the town 
congregations grew and flourished. In Evesham 
frequent visits were received from ministers of ripe 
erperience, as Bichard Davies, of Welchpool (in 
1664 and 1682), Samuel Bownas, John Whiting, of 
Nailsea (1678), Charles Marshall (1670 and 1671), 
Thomas Wilson (1684, 1696, and 1721), and James 
Dickenson (1684), besides a number of others whose 
labours are not placed on record. It is probable 
that several of the Evesham Friends were themselves 
gifted in the ministry of the Gospel. 



CHAPTER V. 

VrSCOONTEBB CONWAY, OF BAGLET IIAU.. 

" The Beeideuce of Divinity is ao conepicuous in IkU 
Heioical Pulchritude of your noble Fersoa, that riftlo, it ht 
wero alive again, might £nd his timorous Suppasition bron^ 
into absolute Act, aad to tbe enravishment of his amued Sonl 

night behold Tertue became visibld to hiE ontn'&rd sigbt 

In the knowledge of things as well Natural and Divina jn 
have not only oat-gone all of jam own Sex., but ewa of till 
other also, whoee ages have not given them oveimuoh ifae ilat 
of you." — Dr. More's Dedication to Lady Conicay. 

GrEoAOE Fox travelled many times through UN 
County of Worcester, establisliing tlie Qtulm 
cburchsB in the fear of God. In 1677 lie writM, 
"I had meetings at Parahow [Perahore] and £?•• 
sham, and then struck to Bagley, in 'Worwickshini 
to visit lier that was called Lady Conway, who I 
understood was very desirous to see me, and whcon I 
fornid tender and loving, and willing to have dutaiiMl 
me longer than I bad &eedom to stay." htm 
leaving Eagley, Fos held two meetings at Jcdo 
Stanley's house on the Rudgeway, and bom ifaeDM 
proceeded into Oxfordshire by way of Stratbrd-in- 
Avon and ArmBCOte. 
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Viscounteas Conway was descended from an 
illuBtrioua family, occupying a poaitiou of honour 
and reaponaibility in tlie affaira of the State, and 
distinguiahed for its great intetlectual power and 
administratiye ability. She was the yoiuigest 
danghter of Sir Heneago Finch of Kensington, for 
some time Recorder of the City of London, and a 
near relative of Sir John Fiuch, the Speaker of the 
House of Commons. The Finches originally bore 
the name of Herbert, and were said to have de- 
acended from Henry Fitz-Herhert, Chamberlain to 
Henry I., and to have adopted the name of Finch in 
the reign of Edward I. After a long train of suc- 
cession. Sir Thomas Finch, in the reign of Queen 
Mary, married one of the co-heirs of Sir Thomas 
Moyle, and on his death left three sous, " He had 
one son, two grandsona, one great -gran da on, and one 
great- great- grand Bon, all eminent in Westminster 
Hall, besides two female descendants connected by 
marriagewith lawyers eq^ually illustrious.'"'' Among 
theae erainent deaoendants waa the father of Lady 
Conway. 

Anne Finch's eldest brother, Heueage, was bom 
in 1G21 and died in 1682. He occupied a 
of exalted stations, being made Solicitor-C 
1660, Attorney-General in 1667, Lord Keeper in 1673, 
and Lord Chancellor in 1676. t He is described by 

* Foas's Diet, of the Juilgea of England. 

* It wiiB before Sir H. Finch, Solicitor-GeDBcal, and Sir W. 
Recorder of London, that Samuel Pepja was swoin a 



K Recorder > 



126 Evetkam Friends in the Olden Time. 

Blackatone (iii. 55) aB " a person of the greatest 
abilitieu tmd most uncorrupted integrity." Hi 
common appellation was " The Fatber of Equity." 

Hs was created Earl of Nottingham in 1681 
Although be was " a man of independent opinion, 
and a staunch administrator of the laws of tha 
realm," he appears to have been slow In graeping the 
principles of reUgioue libei-ty, as will be seen from the 
following extract from a letter written by WiUiam 
Penn to George Fos, imprisoned in Worcester 
Oaol : — " A lord, a man of noble mind, did as good 
as pat himself in tv loving way to get thy liberty. H* 
prevailed with the King for a pardon, but tliat m 
rejected ; then he pressed for a more noble release ; 
it sticks with the Keeper, and we have and do use what 
interest we can. The King is very angry with him, 
and promised very largely and lovingly, so that if we 
have been deceived, thou seest the grounds of it." 
(Dated "20th of 9tb mo., 1674 '•). « 

Anne Finch was educated with her brothers, and 
soon showed that her mental gifts were eqnal to 
theirs in every respect. To quote from a reeenl 
sketch of herhfe: — "Besides the ordinary reqnin- 
meats and accompli shmeuta of her ees, her stndiM 
in Greek, Latin, and Hebrew introduced her to • 
host of authors, many of them now only known t 

JoBtiee (Sept. 2i, IGGO),— " with which honour 1 did M 
mjEelt mightil; pleuBod, though I am wholly ignorant ot d 
duties or a Juatiee."— (Dinry). 

* BmoIajB 'Letters ol Early Friendi,' 1811, p. 190. 



ViscoTintcsB Conway, of Ragley Halt. 127 

men of aatiqaarifin taste and research. She reed 
with much appreciation the worka of Plotinus and 
Plato, and studied the most abstrase treatises of 
theosophy and mysticism Her under- 
standing was singularly quiok and apprehensive, her 
judgment solid and sound, aud her sagacity and 
prudence in affairs of moment were aiich as aston- 
ished all those who had occasion to consult with her. 
In the cultivation of these great natural endowments 
ahe became mistress of the highest theories, whether 
of philosophy or rehgion, having the greatest faciUty 
for physical, metaphysical, and mathematical spoca- 
lations, and was qualified to search into and judi- 
ciously sift the most abstruse writers of theology"* 

After many admirers had vainly endeavoured to 
win her hand, she accepted the proposals of Edward, 
Viscount Conway, t of Eagley in Warwickshire, a 

* ' Anne, Viseoucteas Conwaj,' by S. H. Steavena, ' Friends' 
Q. Examiner,' 1874, p. 1«7. I am indebted to this article for 
many of the particulajs given in this chapter. 

. Sir Edward Conway (M.P. for Eveeham, 1621, 1623 — J) 
was created Baron Conway, of Eagley, Co. Warwick, in 1G24, 
and Vifloount Conway, of Conwaj Castle, Co. Carnarvon, in 
1627. He died in 1630, and waa HucoesdEd by his eon and heir 
Edwaid, vho was appointed General of the Horse in tlie 
expedition against the Scotch Covenanters in 11)40. Clarendon 
says that he had " no kind of sense of religion," and Sir 
Phillip Warwick deBOribes him as " a man of epicurean prin- 
niples, and a great devourer of books and good cheer." General 
Ijord Conway died in 1S55. and waa succeeded by hia son (tha 
future husband of Anne Finoii), who was created Earl Conway, 
3 Deo., 1679. 
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nobleman who was declared by a. witty contemporai; 
to poHsess " a yery fall parse and a very empbr 
head." "We may doubtleas accept the first etatement 
withoat question, but the remark that he was lacking 
in mental power can hardly be correct, as be aftet- 
wards succeeded Lord Sanderland as Secretary of 
State, when that nohleman voted for the Bill of 
Excluaion in 1660.* Wbatever his intellectoal 
capacity may have been, Viseownt Conway bad noi 
his wife's taste for learning, and after their retixih 
ment to Eagley Hall he devoted himself to Um 
ordinary pursuits of a country gentleman, whilst sh«, 
"deeply immersed in the stores of erudition im- 
bedded iu ponderous folios in the library," strove lo 
add to her already remarkable knowledge of ancient 
and general literature. 

The lordship of Arrow came into the possesdoD of 
Edward Conway about the year 1504, in the right of 
his wife Anne Burdett, Sir John Conway pnrcfautd 
the lordship of Eagley from George Brome, Esq., in 
1590, and soon after this period Eagley became tht 
chief seat of the Conway famUy, as it has coDtinned 
to be that of their Huccessora to the present day. 

Lady Conway spent much time in oomposi^OOi 
and maintained a flow of correspondence with many 
distinguished scholars, who were often amazetl &t ll» 
skill with which she unravelled the most perplexity 

* He was also Lieu ten aat-Goneral of the Horse in bduL 
Oovenior of diarlemont. and Lord I 
AfMlomm of Wanrickshire. 
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problems. Her constant and learned friend, Dr. 
Henry More, of Christ's College, Cambridge, called 
her " this incomparable lady," and entered into her 
philosophical inquiries with the liveliest appreciation 
of her moral excellence and hterary ability. She is 
said to have assisted him in the production of some 
of his writings, and to have suggested to him the 
idea of his ** Conjectura Cabbalistica.* He was a 
frequent visitor at Ragley Hall, where he highly 
enjoyed the brilliant conversation of his talented 
correspondent, and contributed not a little to her 
religious advancement by his devout expositions of 
Divine truth. In the Dedicatory Epistle to his 
* Immortahty of the Soul,' addressed to Lord Con- 
way, he thus alludes to these refreshing seasons : — 

** I call to mind that pleasant retirement I enjoy 'd 
at Ragley, during my abode with you there ; . . . . 
the solemness of the Place, those shady Walks ^ 
those Hills and Woods, wherein having lost the sight 
of the rest of the World, and the World of me, I 
found out in that hidden solitude the choicest 
theories." 

But this delightful fellowship of mind and spirit 
between the mystical professor and the ** incom- 
parable " Viscountess was destined to be marred by 
the change which came over her religious views as 
she acquainted herself with the doctrines of the early 

* See Dr. More's * Philosophical Writings,' London, 1712. 
His * Antidote against Atheism ' is dedicated, *' To the Bight 
Honourable Lady Anne, Viscountess Conway and Eilulta." 
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FriendB. It was irlieu she was esperieuclng fe 
deepening of her Bpiritual life that she first heard of 
the principles proclaimed by Fos and lus aasociatM, 
and she hastened to procure several copies of tbeir 
writings, that she might learn the secret of theif 
patient godhness. Interviews followed with tils 
Penningtons and other Friends. Dr. Slore wiw 
alEirnied to see her " falling away from the ualiunol 
faith," and he did his utmost by argument and en- 
treaty to prevail upon her to renounce her opinioDi, 
"so dangerous in their beginnings and f&lse in 
their conclusions." But Lady Conway was po*- 
sessed of too independent a judgment to be eaaij 
persuaded by her clerical adviser. She saw that the 
leading doctrines of Quakerism were " in accordanw 
with the teachings of Holy Writ," and soon aSUa- 
wards avowed her unity with the Society of Friendl. 
Dr. More broke out into almost UDcontioU^b 
grief when he heard tliat she had decided Lo Uka 
this step ; and he speedily issued a series of contn»> 
versial tracts, attacking what he called " tho crookal 
and perveriie teachings of Quakerism."* But llM 
noble convert had " found great peace " iu lur 

' In Dr. Mora's ' EQthuaiasmuB TriumpbatoB " la A SHlirt 
on " QuahinR and Quakera " : — "That Seot undoabta4tf M> 
the moat Melancholy Sect that over was yet in the WorU." 

In hiH curious work entitled ' U^tii,' bo allowed tlul ika* 
were " some Kood and xinoeie-bearted meii " •moiig lli 
Quakers : but " Che generallt; ol them " were *' {» i iil jgiin^f 
nielsnobolf, and some few perhaps possessed with ihedcirfl.'' 
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altered views of Christian truth, and the learned 
dissertations of the Doctor failed to convince her that 
she was in the wrong. He attributed the change to 
her ** increasing love of quietness." However this 
may be, it is evident that she now entered into the 
enjoyment of the life ** hid with Christ in God," and 
that abiding consolation, rest, and peace were given 
her freely from above. 

Lady Conway continued to correspond occasionally 
with Dr. More. In reply to one of his letters, she 
wrote : — 

**Your conversation with them (the Friends) at 
London might have been as you express it, * cha- 
ritably intended,' like to a physician frequenting his 
patients for the increase of their health, — but I 
must avow that my converse with them is to receive 

health and refreshment from them I pray 

God give us individually a very clear discerning 
between enthusiasm and true inspiration, that we 
may not be imposed upon to believe a lie. The 
difference of opinion on this point among the learned 
and experienced occasions perplexity in minds less 
exercised, and so not well-fitted for judging." 

Robert Barclay, of Ury, the great Apologist, has 
left it on record that the Friends' Meeting House at 
Aberdeen was ** mostly bought with his own money, 
and some by his means obtained from the Countess 
of Conway, one of the same persuasion in England." 
May we not reasonably suppose that the Friends 
at Evesham, Alcester, and other places, received 
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similar assistejice from Ragley Hall, not only wbeo 
their meeting hoaaea were being built, but aIm 
'when they sufiTered heavy pecaniary losses nsdv 
the oppressive enactments of the time ? 

There cau be httle doubt that ViBcoiintess Conwiy"* 
constitution was aerioiialy injured by the incesssnt 
mental strain imposed upon her by her Uterarr 
labours. She suffered from most acute pains in Hit 
head, and was compelled to re&ain from reading 
and correspondence for many weeks at a time. Her 
private medical attendant was Baron Van Hehnont. 
"famed for hia skill in chemistry and chirui^ery,*" 
and " a very frequent attendant of Friends' Meet- 
ings ; '■* but hia remedies were powerless to relier* 
her anguish. She visited the Continent, " th*t \tet 
cranium might he opened and her pain ]«t ont;" 
but, although the French physicians " ventiiy«d to 
make incisions in the jugular arteries," she returned 
home without having received any permanent benefit 
&om their treatment. The great Irish qiudL 
Valeutine Greatrakea (or Greatorex), who profosstd 
to be able to cure all khida of diseases by lb* 
simple process of " streaking, " nest tried bis Ut* 
upon her head, but of course he failed to ehna 
away her pains. 

* Frnncin Mercunus, Baron of Helmont. »»■ tlw MW J 
John Baptist Van Hetmont, the tnrooua Braban^oa {AfxMM. 
He heM the doctrine of the tcansmigration o( soula, iiu] to ln> 

opeoulative notions niay be gmrtl; attributod 
fcpoBlacy of Georjje Keith (See Sewel's History, p. 
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In one of her letters she thus refers to this sore 
affliction : — " My devotions are infinitely liindered 
by my pains, and my very facnltiea, wliich should be 
applyed to Patience aod Eesignation, are swept away 

by their violence as with a tnmultoue stonn 

It seemeth likely that I shall yet for a while 
linger on in my living tomhl" 

And in another letter: — "From the redoubling 
of my paroxysms I might fancy release from my 
weighty suSerings at hand, but life and death are in 
the hand of the All-wise, and whatsoever He decrees 
for me I desire wiUingly to give myself up to. He 
knows what measure of afdiction is needful for me." 

Dr. Henry More sought to comfort her with the 
hope that " the supreme health of the soul would iu 
due time recover the bodily organs ; and that blessed 
ease and comfort would then be her portion." But 
truer consolation was conveyed to her by the devout 
Isaac Pennington, from one of whose letters the 
following extract is taken* : — 

" Deab Friend, — As I was lately retired in spirit 

' Three letters wrilten by Isaao Pennington to Lady Conway 
are printed among his correapondenoe, in the volume edited by 
John Bacolay in 1838 (pp. 125, 128, 250). 

It ia worthy of remark that William Penn's jaunial of his 
travels on the Continent in 1677 fell into the hands of Lady 
Conway, having been given or lent to her by Maria or Oulielma 
Pennington. After the ConcteBs's death the manuacript was 
lonnd aniong her papers by ■' a pereon who much frequented 
that family," and William Pena was prevailed upon to publish 
it, which he did in 1694. 
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id waiting upon the Lord, having a sense of tbf 

and deep afSictioa Eiud dlstreBS, there 

aroae a Scripture in my heart to lay before thee, 

Hehrewa xii, 5, (!, 7, which I entreat thee to 

call for a Bible and hear read, before thou proceedest 

to what follows Ob, look not at thy pain 

or soiTOW, how great soever ; but look /rom them, 
look off them, look beyoml them to the Deliverer ; 
power is over them, and whose loving, wise, 
and tender Spirit is able to do thee good by them. 
And if the outicard afflictions work out an exceeding 
weight of glory, oh, what ahall the inienrd do tot 
those who are humbly, brokenly, and faithfnlly 

exercised before the Lord by them Ths 

Lord lead thee day by day iu the right way. tiid 
keep thy mind stayed upon Him in whatever 
befalls thee ; that the belief of His lovo and hopt 
in Hia naercy, when thou art at the lowest ebb, 
may keep thy head above the billows ; and that 
mayst go on in the disciple's state, learning rtghteoos- 
I ness aud hohuess of Him, who teacbeth to daij 

' nnholmess and unrighteousness, aud to IcDOW. 

k embrace, and put on newness of life, 
'■ The Lord God of my Hfe be with thee, jn- 
serving and ordering thy heart for the great d«j 
of His love and mercy ; which will come iu Uw 
kppointed season, when the heart is fully exereiMd 
•cd fitted by the Lord for it, and will not Ur;. 
"LP." 
Towards the close of her life ths mahdj fMB 
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which Visconnteas Conway suffered becume almost 
unbearable, but it is stated that she endured " her 
pains and infirmities with pious meeknesa Find 
Bubmissiveneag ; and those who knew her best 
regarded her with a pure unalterable esteem and 
love which even death itself could not estinguiah." 
She herself says, in a letter penned at this time : — 
" The weight of mine affliction lieth so heavy upon 
me that 'tia incredible how little I can endure 
persons in my chamber, but I find my Quaker 
servants so quiet, still, and serious, that their 
company ia acceptable unto me." 

Her old friend, Dr. Henry Itlore (to whom she 
bequeathed the sum of £400) was one of the sorrow- 
ing company who stood around her death-bed. 
"All present were greatly edified and instructed 
by her dying testimony, by her living faith and 
hope, her patient endurance and resignation to her 
Heavenly Father's will." Lord Conway was absent 
m Irela.nd when her death took place at Eagley, 
on the 23rd of February, 1678. The famous 
physician Van Helmont "preserved her in her 
coffin above ground with spirits of wine, haviuj; a 
glass over her face," that Lord Conway might see 
her before her interment.* 

We learn from the Burial Register of the parish 
of Arrow that "Anne, Viscountess Conway," was 
buried on April 17th, 1679. Her i 

■ Dogdale'i WarwiokHhire. 
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alowly borne across tiie finely-wooded park, an! 
placed m tbe family vault beneath the plctniea^ 
old church at Arrow. About twenty-five years tgo 
a gang of thieves brolie into this vault (now dosedli 
and carried off many of the memorial plates. Bnt 
the present Rector of Arrow, Rev, B. W, Stannns, 
M.A., possesses copies of the inscriptions, and states 
that his book contains the following interesting 
menioiaudum : — "No. 80. This is a very la^ 
lead cofBn ; the only inscription upon it is acratobed 
hi the lead, viz., ' Quakes Lady.'" 

Soon after her death a collection of philoBophiMl 

treatises was published in Latin, at Amsterdniit ; thl 

hrst being a Latin translation of a work "^ ft 

certain English Coantess learned beyond her •«." 

The aiithoreBB referred to was Lady Couwa; o( 

Bagley Hall. The title of this treatise has bM> 

translated into English as follows : — " The Priud^lM 

of the most Ancient and Modern Philosophy eon- 

cerniug God, Christ, and the Creatures : m., <f 

Spirit and Matter in general; whereby ma; te 

; resolved all those Problems and Difficulties whieh 

I aeitJier by the Schools nor by common Modem 

I FhiloBophy, nor by the Cartesian, Hobbesian, iv 

could be discussed. With anncte- 

fttioQs taken from the Ancient Philosophy of tbt 

Hebrews," Ac. 

Notwithstanding that her varied knowledge plaead 
ier on an equaUty with the foremost schohirs of lb* 
lay, Lady Conway was " simple and unosteu) 



Viscuuntees Cotiwiii/, of Uayley Hail. il37 

ill the showing of it, and would sometimes obaerve 
that even ignorance was better than pride." Her 
manners were " courteous and dignified, as became 
lier position," and she was " aweet and gracious " to 
all alike. 

Lady Conway bad one son named Heneage, who 
died of smallpox in London October 14tli, 1660, 
aged eighteen months. He " lieth buried at Arrow." 

Viscount Conway was created Earl Conway on the 
8rd December, 1679. He was married a second 
time in 1680 to Elizabeth, daughter of Lord George 
Delamere. She died at Ragley in July of the 
following year. His third marriage was with 
Ursula, daughter of George Stawell, Esquire, eldest 
son of Sir John Stawell ; but he died, leaving no 
issue, on the 11th of August, 1683, "and was 
buried at Arrow the 25th of the same month, in the 
6i)th year of his age."* His honours then became 
extinct. In 1708, Francis Seymour, second sou ol' 
Sir Edward Seymour, Bart., having succeeded to 
the estates under the will of the last Earl, assumed 
the name and arms of Conway, and was creiited 
Baron Conway of Eagley, 17th March, 1702-3. His 
eon, Francis Seymour Conway, was created Earl 
of Hertford in 1750, and Earl of Yarmouth and 
Marquess of Hertford 5th July, 1793. 

" The noble family of Conway, although failing 

as to a male representative, is not extinct. Dorothy, 

the sister of the last Lord, having inaiTied Sir 

' Dagdftle'B Warwiokahire. 
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George Eawdon, was the mother of Lady Granard, 
whose daughter, Lady Jane Ohampagn^, was the 
grandmother of Lady Uxbridge, Lady Des VoenXi 
and Lady Borrowes. The grandson of the latter is 
now, by a singular coincidence, Bector of Arrow."* 

* "Bagley as it was and as it is *' (Aloester Chroniole). 



CHAPTEB VI. 

EVESHAM MONTHLY MEETINO. 
Wrra Notes om "WoHCEBTBHBBniEQoABTEBLYMKBTrao," *kd 

tHE " ClHCnLAB YeUU.! MeBTINQS rOH THB 8eVEN WESTERN 
COHNTIEH." 



1667—1812. 

" WhUat all other Churobes had more or lasa in common, 
indicative of relationahip and common parentage, the Society 
o( Friends was like aa erratic formation bursting through the 
whole. Htandinf; erect above the surrounding country, and 
oonrting every storm. 11 would be difficult to say which ol the 
denominations of the day hated them moat thoroughly."— 
Burton'i HUtory of Ileign of Qveea dune, 

" All you that be gathered in Hia holy Name, yo 
lioow that all your Meetings for Worsliip of God. 
and all your Quarterly Meetings, and all your 
Monthly Meetings, and all your Women's Meetings, 
and all your Yearly Meetings, are set up by the 
Power and Spirit of the Lord God, and witnessed by 
Hia Spirit and Power in your hearts ; and by the 
Spirit and Power of the Lord God they are 
eatablished to you, and in the Power and Spirit 
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of the Lord you are establiebed in them." Itt 
these remarkable words, penned &om London in 
eleventh month, 1686, George Fox reminded tbi 
Society of Fiicnds that " they bad recuired in 
themselves the evidence and seal that those ami- 
ings were of the Lord and accepted by Him." 
This striking declaration was made in the finn 
aasurance that the Divine blessing had attended th« 
estabhahment of good order and disciphue in thfl 
newly -gathered Quaker churches. 

" General Meetings," or periodical assembliee of 
Friends scattered over a wide district, had already 
been held in various parts of the countrj' when 
George Fox "was moved" in 16G6 "to recommend 
tlie setting ap of Monthly Meetings tlxrooghout thi 
nation." A union was arranged between sevenl of 
the religious societies in any given locality, and 
these aUied congregations, forming one '■ MontUf 
Meeting," were placed Id association with similtt 
unions in the same county. A " Quarterly Meeting," 
or county imion of " Monthly Meetings, " was tbw 
established, and this arrangement was seen to be ■ 
satis&Lctory and complete that it met with tbt 
general approval of Friends.* The supreme legi^ 
lative authority was assigned to tlie Yearly Meeti^ 
of the Society in London ; but the Monthly and 
Quarterly Meetings were entrusted with the exerdM 
I of disciplinary powers, and retained the control of 
Quarterlf Meetings eiiatsd in some ooiiatiei facbltt^ 
' '"--thly UeetiDgBi ^ "-^ • '' S 
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their own affairs. This simple and effective method 
of Church government has continued in operation to 
the present day, and is in itself a sufficient evidence 
that ** the mind of George Fox had," as Bancroft 
has said, " the highest systematic sagacity." 

The Monthly Meetings of Worcestershire were 
** settled " at a ** General Men's Meeting,'* held 
at the house of Henry Gibbs at Pershore in 
1667. 

George Fox tells us that " the Sessions were held 
that day in that town, and some Friends were pretty 
much concerned lest they should send some officers 
to break up our meeting : but the Lord's Power 
restrained them, so that our meeting was quiet, 
through which power we had dominion. After the 
meeting I passed away, and had several meetings 
amongst Friends in that country, till I came to 
Worcester; and it being the Fair-time we had a 
precious meeting there. There was then in Worcester 
one Major Wild, a persecuting man, and after I was 
gone out of the town, some of the soldiers inquired 
after me ; but I, having left the Friends there settled 
in good order, was passed away to Draitwich."* 

This conference at Pershore was probably attended 
by Friends from all parts of the county : although it 
would appear, from the fact of George Fox's subse- 
quent visits to Worcester and Droitwich, that the 
meetings of the north and west divisions were not 
adequately represented, and that it was found 

* Journal, ed. 1694, p. 31i. 
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necessary to arrange for their " settlement " at later 
conferences of a similar cliaracter. These i 
farences resulted in the establishment of fonr or 
" Monthly Meetings," whicli were placed in orderly 
relation to the " Quarterly Meeting" for the wiiote 
of Worcestershire, 

It is not known how many meetings were regularlj' 
held in the county prior to the year 1700, ao the 
Quarterly Minutes containing this interesting in- 
formation are unfortunately missing. Some of the 
gatherings at first established in private houses did 
not survive the storm of persecution. Others were 
doubtless deemed unnecessary when the Society 
became better organized and knit together ; uud 
others again wjre discontinued when suitable 
buildings were secured for united pubhc worship. 
In the earliest Minute Book of the Q. M. we find 
the following list of Meetings (in 1704), with tfas 
amounts contributed by saoh towards the qaartotlj 
collection. 



■' Worcester 
Evesham 
Chad witch 
Dudly 
btowerbridg 
Pershore 
Ships ton 
Arm»oott 
Bedditch 
Keinton 
Broadway 



: 10 



l_l. 
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Droitwitch 0:2 



Netherton 



Total £2 : 11 : 00 '^^ 



N.B. — Cbadwick, or Cliadwiteh, is Kituated a few 
mileB north of BromsgroTe, It was the centre of a 
Monthly Meeting diatinguiahod by ita name. 

In 1712 " Hanley " appears at the end of a simOai- 
list of meetinga. The fourteen meetings mentioned 
above were all regularly held. There were ako 
several smaller and more private gatherings. 



WOBCESTBBBHIHE QuAKTERLY MbETINO. 

1667 (?)— 1790. 

Before proceeding to the history of " Evesham 
Monthly Meeting," it will be interesting to present 
a few particulars regarding the " Quarterly Meeting 
for the County of Worcester." During last century 
this representative gathering was generally held 
either in the city of Worcester,} or at Evesham, 
Bromesgrove, Shipston and Stourbridge. In 1706 
and 1708 it met at Pershore, but the accommoda- 
tion there was found to be iuaufficient for so large 

• In 1723, twelve of the above meetiDga made ■' f. liberal 
collection for a national service," amounting to £50, towards 
which Worueatcir contributed £18. 

+ In ITfiS it was agreed to hold the Quaiterl; Meeting al: 
Worcester in " the New Meeting House." 
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^^^■;a gathering. AJcester wita aometlmes self 
^^^■jBoitable place for the Quarterly Churob Meeti^S 
^^^Bond in 1786 the following cash entry was 
^^^Btbe books :— 

^^^H "To William Roberts, to repay fitting ap tht 
^^^^Town Hall at Alcester for Q. M. in 7 mo. 

^^^B The first Quarterly Meeting of which any I 
^^^H:7eniainH was held at Evesham in 1700, when 
^^^H consideration of some yt make a profession of J* 
^^^f Truth, and have not lived accordingly, w&a bron^ 
I before ye Meeting, and finding yt such have been mi 

are a Scandall to our Holy profession, it wa<t ord««4 
yt a paper should be drawn up and made pnbliln 
to testifio against their evill walking." From Hut 
docnment it appears that there were some in diSeroil 
I parts of the county who did " unnecessarily freqnml 

^^^B ale-houses, keeping company, misspending tbtir 
^^^H preciouse time, to their great hurt inward 
^^^P outward loss, to the impoverishing of tbemMlnt 
^^^ and families, contracting debts, not keeping tb«r 
r words, to ye dishonour of Truth, and to ye griefo 

L ye faitlifuU profeaaors thereof." Such were exliortt^ 

^^^H to ' ' consider their ways, least Friends are constraiul 
^^^B to clear Truth, and bear testimony agst them." 
^^^B Others, "whose names have been or are bo 
^^^ known, and ao need not particularise them at 
, time, have runn into debt and walked disorderlt 

I iilthougJi they have been dealt with by Ftietd* 

^^^H apoiuted from a sense of Godly Jealont 
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of their conduot. These are to let all know yt we 
nither had nor have unity with them in anny of 
their evill actions, either in the Citty of Worcester, 
Evesham, or Pershore, but bear testimony against 
their running out." The third class of offenders 
had ** marryed with ye world by ye Nationall priests 

contrary to our holy profession They are 

not reaUy of us, but we doe bear our Testimony 
against them except they clear Truth," &c., &c. 

In 1786 the Quarterly Meeting again found it 
necessary to take notice of some who ** attended 
Publick Houses unnecessarily, and fell into Intem- 
perance ; " and the Monthly Meetings were advised 
** to labour with such in order to reclaim them." 
Some Friends had also adopted ** that inconsistent 
practice of serving their customers in their shops on 
the first day of the week," and these were to be* 
promptly reproved. 

It was the custom at these Quarterly Conferences 
to provide light refreshments for those ** publick 
Friends** who had ** laboured in the ministry,** as 
may be seen from the following items in the 
Evesham cash-book : — 

1777 ._*« Paid for Wine, Wigs, 
&c., at our Quarterly 
Meeting . .£0:2: 10.'* 

1781.— ** Paid for Wine, Wigs, 
&c., at Quarterly 
Meeting . . .£0:5: 0.*^* 

• Wigs were a kind of tea-cake, still sold in the West of 
England. 
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The congregations of Friends in Wotceatenluit 
gre^ weaker and less numerous as time wore on, 
and it was at last foond uecessary to eSect ocrUia 
cliauges in their relation to the monthly and 
quai-teiiy gatherings, and even to place those mon 
powerful assembhes in close connection with aimikr 
unions in the adjoining counties. This necessity 
for new ecclesiastical boundaries was a sad indica- 
tion of decline and decay ; and the expansion 
took place was totally different from that " leng 
ing of cords and strengthening of stakes " wlitcb 
evidences the growth of a mighty spiritual peoptt 
Instead of re -building the Quaker edifice wiUl 
"lively stones" taken h'om the eshaustless boiiUQ 
quarry, attempts were made to preserve it frtos 
falling by the employment of disciplinary battreMH 
and legislative props. 

In the year 1790 a Conference of Friends fron 
three counties was held at Shipston on bioui, and 
their deliberations resulted in the Dnioa of 
" Bhipston Monthly Meeting," with the "SoBth 
Division of Warwickshire Monthly Meeting." 
Campden and Stow meetings were also joined U 
Warwickshire at the same time. 

In 1786 a Committee from London Yearly MeetiDf 
proposed that Worcestershire and Uereford«Iurc 
Friends should unite as one Qaartcrly lfeebi4. 
The subject was considered for some time b«f<«« U.J 
decision was arrived at, but in 1768 it was mBtaaJlf 
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agreed " that it would be most conducive to general 
good to decline said proposition," In 1790 another 
Y. M. Committee " bestowed a good deal of labour" 
npon the Friends of Herefordahire, " in order to be 
instrumental in uniting" them with Worcester shire, 
and after " solid consideration " they " agreed to the 
same," The matter was accordingly arranged " to 
reciprocal advantage," aud the first " Quarterly 
Meeting for the united Goantiea of Hereford and 
■Worcester" was held at Worcester in 4th month, 
1791. But this union does not seem to have resulted 
in any great aeeeasion of strength, for we meet with 
the following confession in the year 1804; — "We 
are diffident of our own strength, and our several 
Monthly Meetings are in a very enfeebled state, too 
vreak to extend the necessary care over their present 
members." 

In 1808 Pershore and Netlierton meetings were 
discontinued. In 1802 Bromagrove meeting-house 
was closed, "agreeable to the judgment" of the 
Q. M., and the property in that town was sold in 
1828.* In 1807 Bewdley meeting -house was " shut 
up." + The meetings at Broadway, Kineton, aud 
Eedditch were given up many years previously. In 
1819 the particular meetings of Stourbridge and 

' In 1814 the Methodiata applied for the use of Bromesgrova 
Meeting-houEe ; but their a))plication waa refused. 

t Bewdley Meeting-touse was re-opened in lal6. " under the 
iiupeotion ol a Committee appointed b; the M, M," 
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^^H Dudley were placed imder the care of North Vfii- 
^^f inckshire Friends. 

I In 1810 the Monthly Meetinga of Chadwick, 

I Worcester, and Evesham were found to be in soch 

I "a feehle state" that it was decided to effect a 

I junction between them, and two years later " War- 

oestershire Monthly Meeting " was planted opM 
I their ruin a. 

A. further alteration of a still mora imporiHd 
character was witnessed in the year 18SS, wbm ilw 
" Half- Yearly Meeting of Wales " (compruing du 
meetings of Friends in Wales, Monmouthshire utd 
Salop) was joined to the Quarterly Meeting o( 
Hereford and Worcester under the title of On 
I " General Meeting for Herefordshire, Worcester shin, 

and Wales." The vast area covered by thia acwteU; 
association was destined to he still farther enlarged 
in tiie year 1868, when the " Monthly Meeting rf 
Gloucester, and Nailaworth," which op to thottiiiM 
had formed a part of the old " Quarterly Meeting rf 
Gloucester and WUta," was transferred to tbi 
Western District. At the next autumnal confemut. 
held at Leominster iu October. 1868, it was e(*- 
eluded to bestow upon the extended confederatJOQ it* 
present title of " Western Quabtkrly Mektum." 
" The new arrangement was undoubtedly right, ■o' 
has proved a blessing to all concerned, stTeDgtbaninf 
intercourse, and binding together one mceltng wOk 
another." '^ Let us hope that it will ooo day bi 
See ' Uemories <ot Stanley Pumphrej.' by B. S. K««aM 
71. 
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fbimd aecessary to resolve this combination into its 
origin nl parts. 

CiKouLAa Ye ABLY Meetujos. 

Besides appointing representatives to the great 
annual meeting held in London, Worceateraiiire 
Quarterly Meeting sent delegates to the Yearly 
Meeting of Bristol, which continued to exercise a 
far-reaching influence for good until near the close 
of laat century. It was established in 1694, " to the 
end that we in this Gospel day, after the enjoyment 
of so many evangehcal privileges, may keep the holy 
feast of unleavened bread in sincerity and truth," &c. 
Its sittings lasted three daya. It " ceased to act as 
a meeting for discipline in 1772, but was continued 
some time longer as a meeting for worship."* 
Although Bristol Yearly Meeting never possessed the 
legislative authority of the annual assembly in 
London, it drew together the most earnest Friends in 
the Western Counties, and afforded an opportunitj' for 
united prayer and fellowship, aa well as for the pre- 
paration of timely advices, and the periodical con- 
sideration of the rehgious state of the associated 
churches. 

In Srd month, 1707, Worcestershire Friends re- 
ceived a communication from Bristol Yearly Meeting, 
requesting them " to consider the proposal of having 

' 8ae Tanner's ' Leaturea on SomeiBetshiie Friends,' pp. 133, 
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Meeting at WorceBter once in six or sstcq 
yearea.'' They expressed their wiUiugness to adopt 
this arrangement, hut for some unknown reason the 
proposal fell through. In 1718, however, negoti- 
ations were resumed, and Worceaterahii-e Q, M. again 
considered " the makeing moTeable the anniul 
Meeting heretofore kept at Bristol," 

The suggestion now came before them in a new 
form. It was not proposed that Bristol Year!? 
Meeting itself should circulate, but that there shonld 
he in addition an Annual Meeting for Worship, whieli 
should be held in rotation in seven of the Western 
Counties. This plan was thought to be a good one. 
and in 1720 the following minute was agreed to by 
the Yearly Meeting of London : — 

" By a proposal from the Yearly Meeting b 
Bristol, sent by Samuel Bownas and Joseph DebelL 
desiring liberty from this Meeting to get np a 
Circular Yearly Meeting for Worship in ye Coimt;yM 
of Cornwall, Devon, Gloucester, Hereford, Woroeeler. 
and Bristol : the first Circular Meeting to begin dit 
2nd First Day of ye 7tb mo. next ooming rt 
Bradford. Agreed yt. ye sd. Meeting bo for Wonb^ 
only, and in ye 7th month in every year." 

The Journals of Thomas Story* and Catherine 
Phillips t contain lengthy descriptions of these " Cir- 
cular Meetings," which must not be confased with 
annual " General Meetings," held in maDypuli 
■ Pp. GOl. Ul, 047, 703, 718, 71B. 
I^. aao. 371, 295. 
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d the countiy during the 18th century. The 
*' General Meetings" were mostly held in the Bame 
place every year, as at Pickering* and Bingley,+ in 
Yorkshire. Samuel Fothargill, in describing the 
Pickering meeting in 1748, says that it was "vary 
large, and Friends told me, the greatest they had had 
for some years ; but as it has overgrown its service, 
and many came to it for no better purpose than 
drnnketmess and revelling, I believe this was the last 
that will be held there. Maraden Height meeting 
[another G. M.] was remarkably large, but I fear 
not altogether satisfactory." "General Meetings" 
were also held every year in York, Norwich, and 
other large towns. 

The " Circular Yearly Meetings " had their root in 
the earliest form of " General Meetings," and, 
according to Barclay,| existed " prior to the estab- 
lishment of the central Yearly Meeting in Loudon;" 
bat it is doubtful if they assumed a settled form 
before the year 1672. The great annual Conference 
of Welsh Friends was commenced on the "circular" 
system in 1662, the first gathering being held at 
Haverfordwest. Richard Davies relates (p. Ill) how 
he obtained the consent of London Yearly Meeting, 
and it appears, from a letter inserted in his Journal, 
that the leading Friends in Wales were " all zealous " 
for the circular meeting. It generally lasted three 

* ' Memoirs of J. Fothergill,' pp. 01, 115. 
+ 'Li(e of C. Phillipa,' p. 91. 
■ Loner Life ol Eeligioua Soo, of Common wealth,' p. 388. 
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days, and was attended by immenBe crowda of 
people. In 1717 it took place at Badnor, " in a 
bam belouging to tlie priest of the parish, which iu 
bad granted to Friends for that service ; a me 
instance of condescension in a man of his function !"» 
The barn proved to be " too httle and inconuno- 
dious," and an adjournment was made to the Toira- 
hall. Ill 1718 the Conference waa held at Shrews- 
bury, in 1721 at Llanidloes, in 1723 at Presteign, 
and in 1730 at Lniilow, "in the Prince's Palace,* 
very large hall."i- It took place at Bala in 1732, At 
Llanidloes in 1744, at Haverfordwest in 1749, at 
Brecon in 1750, at Newport (Salop) in 1751, at BttU 
iu 17G2, and at Llandovery in 1778. The " Welah 
Yeaily Meetings" were continued until near tfaa 
close of last century, and were held in all pttls 
of the Principality and Shropshire. " Many heuts 
were brolieu and tendered, and Friends comforted in 
the Truth." 

The " Northern Yearly Meeting," or " Cirenlu 
Yearly Meeting for the Counties of L&ncashirei 
Cheshire, Wof^tmoreland, and Cumberland," «U 
arranged on the same principle as the one in the 
West of England. It took place at Chester in ITld 
"in a largo place called the Tennis Court"; ■! 
Kendal in 1717; at Liverpool in 17113; and again 
at Chester in 1722, this time in " the Town't 
Court." In 1724 it met at Carlisle, and the foUa«in| 



' Life of Stocy,' p. 671—3. 
md., p. 670. 
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year at Kendal, where " the mayor and many of 
the chief people " attended, " and were generally 
well satisfied." In 1738 it once more visited Kendal, 
and two years later occupied " the old Tennis 
Court" at Chester. Kendal received it in 1741 and 
1746, and Carlisle in 1762. The gathering at Stock- 
port in 1769 waa " very large," and " many sober 
people from the adjacent' country " were present at 
Appleby in 1761. In 1752 the Yearly Meetmg took 
place at Bolton, in 1769 at Kirby Lonsdale, in 
1771 at Chester, in 1776 in " a temporary house" at 
Keswiclf, and in 1796 at Carlisle.* 

According to Thomas Story's account,! these 
Northern Yearly Meetings usually lasted about three 
days, the order observed being aa follows ; — 

Ist day (or evening). — Meeting of Ministers. 

2nd day. — Two PubUc Meetings for Worship and 
preaching the Gospel. 

Srd day. — (1) " Select Friends and Elders " held a 
conference "about the affairs of Truth in general, 
and how it prospered, and what was yet to be done 
for the Honour of God, and spreading of the blessed 
Truth still more and more on Earth : which is the 
whole end of these meetings." (2) Another Public 
meeting. 

This order was sometimes varied, and we find that 
the Elders now and then held " a meeting apart, to 

* These particulars, with those that fallow, are from 
■ Memoirs of T. Storj, &. Fothei^, G. Fhillips, and D. Sands.' 

♦ Life, pp. 569, 601, 047, 713. 
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confer about enoh affairs of truth as oame 
their proper cognizance," Beligious meetiaf 
occasionally continued after the annual Confiaranoe 
was concluded, as at Chester in 1735, when "the 
places and seats remained as they were till after the 
nest First-day," and several ministers preached to 
" great multitudes." 

The "Northern Yearly Meeting" was attended b; 
"many valuable ministere." " The principles of Tmtb 
were opened to demonstration and general satis- 
faction," and " the universal Love of God. through 
Jeaus Christ our Lord to mankind, was not only 
preached, but in some measure enjoyed." ThoiDM 
Story tella ua tbat " near 4000 people " attended (nu 
of the meetings at Chester in 1716, and "aboDl 
three thousand " were at tlie last Pnblic fleeting in 
the same city in 1723. There were present on th* 
former occasion some " of most sorts and aecta in 
the nation." In 1723 " most of the Gentry, bolb 
iu the city and county (of Chester) were there ; ud 
the mother of the Duke of Argyle'a Lady, and t«» 
of her daughters, who were very solid and attentin: 
and Sir Thomas Brooks, Bart., was at the meetlltg* 
of worship ; and some said eight priests, in commOB . 
habits, and some of them well pleased with Um 
meetings." * In 1735 the Yearly Meeting at ObMtar 
was held at the same time as the Quarter Sesttcm. 
and " all or most of the Bench of Justices canM to 
the meeting, and many of the Women, tuidtt tbt 
• • Life ot Storj,' p. 648. 
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Distinction (among them) of Ladies, and aver; great 
crowd; and the Lord waa pleased to favour hia 
People with his good Presence, and hia Ministers 
with Wisdom and Power, and to exalt hia own 
Name over all, that great multitude, during the 
service, being as still as a Meeting of Friends."* 

Constables were sometimes required " to intercept 
and stop the baser sort of Babble"; but the very 
great concourse of people "usually assembled and 
dispersed without the least inconvenience or annoy- 
ance." C. Phillipa says, in describing the Appleby 
meeting in 1761, that many who had "imbibed 
disagreeable sentiments respecting Friends and their 
principles" were delivered from their prejudices j 
and Story speaks of several at Chester who wore so 
far convinced "as to come to meetings, and own 
Truth openly." 

Story generally concludes his account of the 
" Northern Yearly Meetings " with some such words 
as these : " Things were welt, and Truth over all, to 
general satia&ction, and the Glory of our great 
Lord," 

The " Circular Yearly Meetings for the seven 
Western Counties" were commenced at Bradford-on- 
Avon in 1720. Wiltshire was included in the com- 
pact until 1734, when it " declined it, and Warwick- 
shire proposed to join with the other counties, which 
was very acceptable." It was agreed, " at the instance 
of the deputies for Warwickshire," that the next 
'Liieo! Story," p. 714- 
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meeting ahonld be held in that county.* Even in 
these days of rapid railway travelling, it woold be 
thought well-Dlgh imposailile to maintain an allianoe 
of such geographical magnitude ; but the Friends of 
last century do not appear to have taken time And 
distance into calculation at all, and they did nol 
hesitate to make a journey of two or three days' 
duration in order to he present at the annnal Con- 
ference. We are informed that " divers Friends out 
of Worcestershire " isome of whom went as delegate* 
from their Q. M., " and others with the concurreoM 
of their Monthly Meetings") were in atteudaaee at 
Bodmin, in Cornwall, in 1766, They held religioos 
meetings at several villages and towns on their wij 
home. There is good reason to believe that Uw 
leading Friends in the seven Western Gonnties wen 
very regular in atteudiug the Circular Yearly Meet- 
ings, which were held for a period of more than sixty 
years. 

Thomas Story was present at the third Yead; 
Meeting, held at Exeter in 1722, He says thai lh« 
annual Circular Meeting was " intended for thcmnv 
effectual promulgation of Truth in those sevenl 
Counties to which it was confined or made particolu. 
and moveable at its own discretion"; and that ■'like 
those in the North," it was not for "meddling with 
matters of business, or discipline, but only for 
worship, doctrine, and occasional commanieatMO of 
holy things" t This statement is in accord irilb tbi 

• ' Life of Storj,' p. 709. 

t Ibid., p. 611. 
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dearly -expressed desirea of those who, m 1719, were 
anxious for a " greater extension " of the " circular " 
Bystem in the "West of England. These Friends were 
zealous for " the propagation of the Gospel and the 
doctrine of Truth among those who are strangers to 
it"w: and it ia therefore evident that the Western 
Yearly Meetings were the outcome of evangeHoal 
life and evangehstic fervour in the Church itself. 

The Yearly Meeting usually commenced on a 
" First-day " early in September, the place of meeting 
being announced twelve months beforehand. The 
Worcestershire Quarterly Minutes show that pre- 
parations were undortalien in good time. After a 
suitable town or village had been selected, a Com- 
mittee of Friends was desired " to take precaution 
and treat with a workman on the bestr terms," who 
was to erect a booth "with all couvenieut expedition, 
to accommodate sd. Yearly Meeting." The Com- 
mittee, with " any other Frienda who found freedom," 
then met at the ' Golden Cross,' or the ' Golden 
Lyon,' on an appointed day, and proceeded to " take 
a view of a suitable piece of ground," The con- 
tractor then commenced the Booth, which Friends 
finally surveyed, " to see that it is well done agreeable 
to contract, larg and big enof for houlding the Cir- 
cular Yearly Meeting." 

The next step was " to get the same recorded as 
the law dhects," When all was " secure and ready 

L time," the Committee arrived on the spot "at 
e Barclay's 'Inner Life,' &o,, p. 396. 
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day before the Yearly Meeting, in order to 
inspect and order accommodation." At South 
Molton, ia 1781, " tlie people very kindly welcomed 
Friends amongst them, and freely opened their Loumb 
to receive such aa could not be accommodated at 
inns." * It was the duty of certain Friends ' 
attend the several inns to see that good order w 
observed," and "that nothing might happen amongst 
our young people." 

The Circular Yearly Meetings were eometimee 
held in a meeting-house (as at Worcester in 17291, 
and occasionally in a large barn or a town-hall t but 
they more frequently took place in great wooden 
booths, erected for the purpose at considerable ex- 
pense. The following statements of acoouots Am 
that the seven counties bore the expense in tiun>— 
1735.— EuoBy. 

Rfetitsed. 



Erpejisea, £ a. t 

To W. BettB, for rent 
of land . . . . i 

Jno. Bradley {Car- 

peater) . . . . 20 14 

TtatchiDg and ser- 
lants attending 10 

Constables and as- 
sistants .. .. 2 5' 

Entertainment for 
Publick Friecda & 
their horses . . 10 10 

John Allen rt Samuel 
Overton laid out . . 11 

Expenses at ;e 2Dd 
meeting 

Caahinluuid .. 



1 14 




From Birmiugbun 19 10 < 

„ Baddesle; . . 10 DA 

„ Warwick .. » V ■ 

„ Coventr; ..17 t 9 

„ Harbajy .. 16* 

„ Eatington .. S II >> 



• C. Phillips, p. 371. 
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1771. — ^Evesham. 



Expenses, £ s. d. 

The use of the ground 2 2 

Carpenters building 50 2 

Diyers other charges 3 19 9 



£56 3 9 



Receipts, 
From Worcester . . 
Evesham . . 
Aulcester . . 
Stourbridge.. 
Dudley.. .. 
Bromsgrove 
Shipston 
County Stock 



£ s. d. 

25 8 6 

7 

3 3 

4 5 
3 3 
110 
2 17 
9 6 3 



£56 3 9 



The Circular Yeaily Meetings were commenced in 
the Western Counties at a very favourable time. 
*• The Spirit and Power of Persecution is greatly 
lessened," writes Thomas Story, and **the People 
throughout this Nation at this time are generally 
willing to give us a fair and peaceable hearing." * 
Almost every description of these meetings contains 
some special reference to the vast crowds that 
attended them. Besides many Friends, amongst 
whom were a good proportion of ** our beloved 
youth,*' there were sometimes present ** those called 
the Quahty and Gentry and several National Priests." 
as well as ** high professors of rehgion," and " a 
mixed multitude of all sorts and notions." Overflow 
meetings had often to be held. At Bugby, in 1785, 
the crowd was so great '* that scarce half of them '> 
ceuld get into the booth, and some of the ministers 
addressed them '*in a large court behind an inn." 

* * Life,' p. 703. 
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A similat scene took place at Tmro in 1785, jnit 
before the Yearly Meetings were discoD tinned. 

Ministering Friends from all parts of the Eingdom 
attended these gatherings, and " the spring of Gospel 
ministry ran freely." " The glorious Truths of the 
Gospel, in tlie Aiithority and Demonstration of it. 
were set forth boyond Contradiction ; and the Xiet 
and Calnninies of Friesta and their Votaries and 
Supporters, detected and turned backward, and tlu 
Truth and Friends cleared." # C. Phillips says that 
"the testimony of Truth arose in its native dignit; 
and clearness ; so that very many not profesdog wilh 
us assented." In describing one of the great public 
gatherings at Exeter in 1772, Thomas Story says 
that it was "a good Time throughout, bat wu 
brighter and brighter, and brightest in the End. 
.... The Understandings of the Uncouth ud 
Ignorant are darkest at first coming, and their 
Beuses benummed ; but as they begin to be Uln- 
minated by the Testimony of Truth, and that 
Senses a little awakeu'd to relish something of tin 
Sweetness and Virtue of it. Truth then flows mon 
freely unto tliem, with a, greater Facility in tb« 

Minister, and Reception in the Hearer 

Things then proceed, and conclude to mntual Oem- 
fort and Ease,"! These meetings bore good tnA. 
Many who attended them became convinced Friendl. 

• 'Lile o( BUiry.'p. 718. 
f Ibid., p. 641. 
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and some of these were afterwards recorded as 
ministers in the Society.* 

In 1762 it was decided, after ** weighty con- 
sideration,*' that ** each county are ye most proper 
judges for themselves whether it may be best to hold 
the Quarterly Meeting for the County at the same 
time and place " as the Circular Yearly Meeting. At 
Evesham, in 1771, the order observed was as 
follows : — 

" Seventh-day evening. — Meeting of Ministers and 
Elders. 

** First-day. — Two public meetings. 

" Second-day morning. — Select for Friends. 

** Same day afternoon. — A Publick Meeting at the 
8rd hour. 

" Third-day morning. — A Public Meeting." 

Worcestershire Quarterly Meeting also held its 
sittings at the same time. It was considered of 
great importance that ** proper persons " should be 
appointed ** deputies** to the Circular Meetings. 
*• Divers select opportunities *' were generally arranged 
for with the deputies and other Friends. Elders 
were chosen ** to have the oversight of the ministry, 
and to caution privately where occasion might offer.** 
As might be expected at such times, the more ex- 
perienced ministers often felt themselves ** straitened 
by too many of the same order, not all alike 
qualified for such services.'* + Officious persona 

* White's * Friends in Warwickshire,' p. 47. 
+ Story, p. 703. 

M 
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Bometimea put themaelves forward in the ministijr. 
to their own sad discomfitiire and the nusettlement 
of the great aasembly;'^ but it was not often that 
this occurred. The meetings were usually held in 
"peace and gravity"; "love and unity abounded 
among Friends "j; " and the Lord honoured His own 
Name from meeting to meeting ; and owned His 
ministers and people with His living presence.'" 

At Bugby, in 17S5, "a collection was made among 
Friends at the inns, for such poor persons sod 
familieB as might bo most neceBsitous in the town ; 
and in the end of the last meeting we gave aws; 
among the people near a thousand books, snitable to 
their condition, for their information and help." t 

The following statement, although incomplete. 
exhibits the working of the "Circular" system in 
the Western Counties : — 
1720. Bmdford-on-Avon \iViUs). 
1721. 

1722. Eixeler (described by Story, p. 641). 
1728. Worcester. Two galleries were erected in "MW 
Meeting House for the better accommodk- 

' tion of Friends at the Annual Meeting*' 

(Q. M. Minutee). 
1724. 

I 1725. Hereford, in a booth 100 ft. by 80 &.., ambd 

\ by James Gwillam for £60. 

1726. 
1727. 

■ * Story, p. 647. » Ibid., p. 71B. 
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1728. Taunton. 

1729. Barnstable. 

1780. Kidderminster, in a large barn fitted up for the 

occasion at cost of i£25. 
1781. 
1782. 
1788. Kington, in the Market Hall ; cost £11 17s. 

1784. Exeter (described by Story, p. 703). 

1785. i^tij^fey (described by Story, p. 718). Ministers 

present from London, Norwich, and other 
parts. ** A meeting so large as rarely to 
be seen." ** Quality and gentry all about 
and several National Priests." John and 
Eleanor Clark ** convinced of the blessed 
truth " (see White's * Warwickshire 
Friends,' pp. 46-7) 

1786. in Somersetshire. 

1787. Tenbury (see Worcestershire Q. M. Minutes). 
1788. 

1789. 

1740. Ledbury, in a bam fitted up at cost of 

£12 188. 7d. 

1741. Atherstone (Warwick). ** The meeting-place 

was commodiously fitted up with a large 
booth, and the meetings held generally 
satisfactory to Friends." Cost £55 18s. 

1742. 

1748. Wells, m the Town-hall. 

1744. Worcester. ** I was at the Yearly Meeting for 
the seven Western Counties held this 
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^^^H year at Woraeeter. Oar Friends John 

^^^H Fotbergill and his bod Samuel were tliere; 

^^^P also Josliua Toft and Benjamin Kidd ; Lbe 

^^^1 meeting waa large and peaceable, bdi] 

^^^P Friends were favoured with the enjoyioeat 

1^^^ of divine goodness." (Benj. Holmes). 

1746, 1746. 

1747. Leominstei- (S. Fothergill, p. 112), held in 

school-house. 

1748. 

1749. Coventry. "Large, and in the main satisfac- 
tory. It was attended by many vatnable 
experiencedmiuisters." 

1760. IlchesUr. 

1751, Bromesgrove, in a barn at coat of £35 7b. 6d. 

(See Worceatorsliire Q, M. Minutes.l 

1752, Tiiiro, " much to the satisfaction of Frieudsv" 

1753, 1754, 1756. 

1756. Wai-wkk, "large, and attended with holj 
solemnity." (See C. Phillips, p. 148). 

1X151. Milvm-tmi I Sovifrsetshire). "Greatly OTer- 
ehadowed with the life-giving presence «sd 
I power of the Most High, to his own glnrf 

and the comfort of many, who have returned 
to their own habitations with peace and 
I gladnesB. Isaac Sharpies, Edmund Peck- 

I over, Samuel Hopwood, John Fry, WiltiBOi 

I Cookworthy, and sis or eight other miniOmv 

L were there."— (8. Emlen to 8. Fothergfll. 

L 
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1768. Kidderminster J in a booth costing ^664 10s. 

** Large and very satisfactory.** 
1769. 

1760. Wootton-under-Edge, 

1761. Bromyard. ** Not so large, either of Friends 

or people of other societies, as of late years, 
nor did the life of Truth in the ministry 
rise to the height I have known it.** (C. 
Phillips, p. 198). 

1762. Exeter. ** Much less than some of the like 

kind had been.** (See C. Phillips, p. 204). 

1768. Stratford-on-Avon, ** well conducted and 
generaly to satisfaction.** 

1764. Crewkenie^ in the Market-house, by the kind- 
ness of Earl Pawlett. 

1766. Stourbridge, in a great booth ** compleated by 
John Eddins for sixty guineas.'* Total 
cost ^671 4s. 8d. 

1766. Bodmin, "pretty large and under divine 

notice.** 

1767. Tetbury, ** held to great deal of satisfaction.** 

1768. Ross, " to a good degree of satisfaction.'* 

1769. Rugby, ** large, solemn, and to a good degree 

of satisfaction.** 

1770. Wincanton, ** eminently favoured with the 

divine presence and power, and the 
humbling the hearts of many.** 

1771. Evesham. "Not many years back the Quakers 

had a general meeting at Evesham, and 
booths were erected for their accommodation 



Evetiham Friends in the Olden Time. 



^^B66 

^^^1 oil the bank, to the north-eaBt of the Abbej 

^^^H site, just where it begins to deecend to the 

^^H water " (See Tindal'a ' Hiatoi? of England.' 

^^M p. 13S, 

^^^Bi772. Helstoii," BsXiemely large." 

^^^n77S. GloiwesWr. " Very large, both of Friends and 

^^H^ other professors. Tho Bolect meeting wae 

^^^H a, memorable opportunity. Plentiful are 

^^^1 tht; showers of gospel rain." {Bee C. 

^^M PhiUips. p. 220). 

^^Hi774. Eiiigton. " Considering the country uot being 

^^^V BO populous as some others, and bstbw 

^^H Friends in the neighbourhood, was large" 

^f (C. P., p. 225). 

1775. CoIeahW. (Warwicli). " large and Diviuelj 

favoured." 

1776. BridgeiBOler. 

■IT77. Bmtilleij, in a booth at cost of i:69. " The 
y cordial manner in which the inliabitanti 

' received this rehgious visit afforded greal 

Batiafaotion." (See C. Phillips, p. 237). 

1778. Lamu-estott, •' under the favonrable notice (rf 

tlie Great Master." IC. P., 246). 

1779. Ghuceiter, "large and to much satiaf action." 

1780. Hereforil, " a large, solemn and humbBsg 

season" (C. P., p, 268). 

1781. South MoUon. (Described by C. PhOlrp^ 

p. 271). 

1782. Tamteurth, " large, and to & good dtgne i 
|^^_ satisfaction," 



Evesham Monthly Meeting, 167 

1788. Frome, " eminently crowned with Divine life." 

(See C. P., p. 288). 
1784. Shipston on Stour, in a booth erected by Thos. 

Jarrett. Total cost, Jg5d 10s. 9d. (See 

Worcestershire Q. M. Min.) 
1786. Truro, in a large booth. **The concourse of 

people was very great, and not a few of the 

higher rank.'' (Described by C. Philhps, 

pp. 298-298.) 
1786. Gloticester, " large, but not so satisfactory as 

heretofore." 

The Worcestershire Minutes contain no allusion 
to the Circular Yearly Meetings after the year 1786, 
from which it appears that they were then dis- 
continued. In 1762 and 1768 their discontinuance 
was suggested, but Worcestershire Friends, *' re- 
colecting the service which several of that sort 
held in this county have been of," were ** unani- 
mously of opinion that the continuance of the 
Circular Y. M. may yet be serviceable," adding, 
** we think those meetings have been of real 
advantage to our Society."* In 1786 the Monthly 
Meetings of Worcestershire again urged the main- 
tenance of the Circular system, but their views 
were apparently out of harmony with the prevailing 
opinion. 

We are at present unable to explain the dis- 
continuance of the Yearly Meetings in the West of 

* Quarterly Minutes, 1762, 1768. 
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Ingknd, They conEtituted a bond of union bfitwMO 
counties, and served to stunnlate tlu 
religious life of the Society itself. They were the 
means of influoneiug large masses of people who 
ooald have been reached at no other time, and 
there is no evidence to show that their popniarit; 
or usefulness had materially decreased. It is vwr 
likely, however, that Friends grew careless in 
attending them, and that a difGculty was experienecd 
iu providing a suitable ministry for such mixed 
assemblies. Their diacnatiuuance was a sad indio- 
tion of the waning glory of Quakerism in the 'West. 

Evesham Monthly Mektino.^ — (1667—1812). 
Evesham Monthly Meeting" included all ibe 
meetings of Friends in the East of Worcestersliin, 
with the exception of those situated iu the ontlying 
portions of the county adjoining Ships ton-ou-Stoor. 
The town of Alcester was also embraced by il> 
boundary, although it striotly belonged to Worwiek- 
shire. The ten meetings at one time associated in 
Christian fellowship were Evesham, Pershratt. 
Aleester, Eedditch, Broadway, Netherton, Naonlco 
Beauchamp, Bishampton, Laight Green, and Budga- 
way. It was only, however, between the yeua 
1729 and 1737 that all the ten congregstiou 
existed simultaneously, as after the last menUooeJ 
date we begin to hear of one and another dying out. 
The Miuule of union between the meeting d( 
iveshum and Pershore is as follows :— 
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** Upon the 6th day of the 2nd month, 1699. 

**At a monthly meeting held at Evesham by 
Friends of Evesham and Pershore it is agreed 
between them that the Friends of both those places 
shall joine together in one monthly meeting to be 
held upon the first 6th day of each month : viz.^ 
the next monthly meeting to be held at Pershore 
the first fifth day of the 3rd month, 1699, and then 
again at Evesham, and so at each place successively 
bv tumes.** 

In the following year four of the more distant 
gatherings were joined to Pershore and Evesham. 
The Minutes respecting this junction are given 
below : — 

** The 7th of 9th mo., 1706.— Agreed that jBfriends 
of Eedditch, Alcester, Leight Green, and Bishampton 
be joined and united as members of the Monthly 
Meeting of Evesham, the better to be assistant to 
one another in affairs of the Church." 

(** At our Quarterly Meeting held at Pershore the 
27th of 6mo., 1706") *' Whereas Eedditch, Keiuton 
[or Laight Green] , Eudgway, and Alcester Meetings 
did formerly make up a monthly meeting. It being 
thought meet that the sayd monthly meeting should 
adjoyne with Evesham Mo. Meeting, it is assented 
unto.'* 

Broadway and Netherton appear to have been 
connected with Evesham from the time when the 
meetings in those villages were first established. 
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Naunton Beauchamp was the last society to be 
added in the year 1729. 

It is clear, from the Minnies of the Monthly 
Meetings, that the Society of Friends exercised » 
sound and healthy influence, not only in the smivU 
towns and boroughs of "Worcestershire, hut also over 
a wide area in the rnral districts. Whereas not a 
single village congregation of Friends is now to b« 
found in any part of the county, there existed esriy 
la the last century, in the neighbourhood of 
Evesham alone, six such bodies of quiet wor- 
shtppers, and several families of Friends were 
resident in adjacent parishes. 

The Minute Book of Evesham Monthly Meeting 
commences in the year 1699, but there are several 
leaves of a still older volume bound ap with it, 
which give the proceedings of five meetings held 
in 1672-7S, and present copies of certain " Papen 
given forth by Friends against Disorderly Walkers." 
find by " Disorderly Walkers gave forth agatnil 
themselves." With the exception of certain othtf 
minutes relative to property in Evesliam, and a 
few more papers in condemnation of " diaOT^erij 
walkers," we possess no further information respeei- 
ing the transactions of the Meeting prior to 1699. 

c of the earliest Monthly Meetings, heU "al 
I John Washborne's house in Bengeworte, upOB )* 
1 10th day of ye first month, 1672," it wns " agnrf 
nf by friends yt hereafter all that are eone«ni*d la 
lUariages, Birthes and burialls doe bring in tbqr 
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acoonnts of ye day and yeare when such things 
vers. And that they be recorded in ye register 
booke provided for sueh uses at everie monthly 
meeteing." 

The Monthly Meeting at first met regularly in 
the town of Evesham, hut in 1723 a retiueBt was 
made that every third meeting should he held at 
Aloester, and from that time Aloeater received a fair 
proportion of the monthly gatherings. Every now 
and then they took place at Pershore. In 1737 
and 1748 the meetings "hapened to fall out on 
Evesham ffair day," and a sUght alteration was 
made accordingly. 

The attendance at these church meetings was 
often very small, as the following minutes will 
show : — 

(1.) '■ There being at this meeting (4th mo.. 1717) 
no Eepresentativee from any of ye pticular meetings, 
bnt only fm Alcester, it is ordered That they be 
admonished to a more constant attendance for the 
time to come." 

(2.) "At a monthly meeting 5 of lOber, 1717, 
attended no out country friends but only from 



{8.) " 3d Tber, 1719. No Friends attended besidea 
those of this town of Evesham." 

(4.) "3clofye2draoutb,1740. The whole Monthly 
meeting eonsiated but of four members, three of 
Evesham, and one from Netherton." 
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. deaJ of the business transacted at thtm 
chuich meetings was, of course, of a merely routiiic 
character. The meeting-houses required repairs; ne» 
deeds had to be prepared for the Tarious properties; 
committees must be appointed to watch over morriagt 
arrangements, to yieit and reprove the disorderly, and 
to meet with applicants for membership if such tlutre 
were ; queries and advices came on for reading, >nd 
relief was granted to the necessitous poor. 

The following eight queries required to be answenj 
by the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings afford • 
curious insight into the state of the times : — 

1. " An acco. what present prisoners there anf 

2. How many discharged eince the last ytu, 

and wlien, and how ? 

3. How many dyed prisoners P 

4. How many publick friends dyed ? 

5. How many meeting houses boilt ? aod «WI 

meetings now settled ? 

6. How Truth prospers, and how friends anil 

unitie ? And how former advic« of tUl 
Meeting is observed and practised, 
to the Godly care for the good edoeawm of 
their children in the way of iruth, soknet;, 
and all godly conversation, tliat tberos 
they may be kept to Truth in pUifMuatf 
liabitt and speech ? 

7. How have the Beverall advises of the UNtiaf < 

been putt in practise ? 
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8. Are the poor belonging to ye seyerall meetings 
taken care off?"* 

Although the formal business of the Monthly 
Meeting of Evesham was always conducted with 
the utmost care and exactitude, it must not be 
supposed that it so far monopolised the time as 
to exclude matters of more vital importance. The 
minutes show that from the first the spiritual needs 
of the associated Churches were prayerfully con- 
sidered by the assembled representatives, and that 
there existed a constant desire for more of the con- 
straining influence of the love of Christ. It is true 
that gross inconsistencies of conduct were occa- 
sionally manifested, and that a period of comparative 
indifference and worldliness succeeded the early age 
of vigorous life and growing zeal ; but we must not 
overlook the efforts that were still made by the 
leading spirits of the Society to maintain with 
firmness the scriptural testimonies it was raised up 
to bear. In 1706 a long paper, containing much 
HOund Christian advice, was drawn up and signed by 
Moses Sergeant, John Ellis, Francis Beaufoy, Henry 
Fowler, Joseph Wiblin, Mark Eamell, Solomon 
Savage, Michael Cartwright, and John Cartwright. 
The following heads of subjects show how homely 
and practical was the counsel given : — 

1. " That Parents and Masters of Families do 
walk exemplary in a blameless conversation, and 
* Worcestershire Q. M. Minute Book. 
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then they will be better qualified to admonish tlitir 
children ajid servanta to diligence and watdiEoI- 
neas, 4e." 

2. " That Friends keep out of covetona earthly 
mindedness, and from an inordinate ooTeting attat 
riches, &o.'' 

8. " That all Friends that do profess the troHi 
beware and absteine firom unnecessary Creqaentillg 
^ehoTiaea, keeping idle compauj. misspending tbcir 
precious time, &c." 

4. Let Friends labour to come into an iuvaid 
retired &ame of spirit, keeping always near the Lori, 
that He may be their immediate proteotioD to 
preserve them out of all evil, &c," 

5. "Let all lioware of Foolish Jesting uid vUl 
Laughter, and all filthy commumcation, which Tnilll 
condemns, &c," 

G. " Moreover we advise That none that proCiM 
Truth, who have hair upon their heads, may sofleri 
vain unsettled mind to take place in them so is lo 
cutt o£F their own hair, and get great niffliD| 
periwiggs, which Truth will not allow of. But if 
any have a real necessity for want of hair tr 
otherwise, Then let them get snch Borden or 
Wigges that are plaiu and deceut, which best niti 
our Principles." 

7. " We once more recommend it as onrtcnte 

advice to ail friends That they upon all keeonnM 

walk blameless as becomes the Gospell of our hoii 

I Jesus Christ." 



Evesham Monthly Meeting. 



175 



In 1708 a committee was appointed to visit the 
families of Friends throughout the Monthly Meeting, 
and to ^* exhort, admonish, and faithfully rebuke, or 
assist with their counsel and advice, as in Love and 
the Wisdom of God they shall find freedom." 
Special meetings were also arranged for "young 
people." 

During last century the number of disownments 
for gross offences was by no means large. Between 
1699 and 1812 Evesham Monthly Meeting disowned 
thirty-five persons, whose ofifences may be classed as 
follows : — 



Immorality 


... 4 
... 3 
... 4 
... 8 
... 21 


■L/l Ullivcllilcso ... ... 

Bankruptcy 

Minor offences 
" Marrying out ** 



85 

This small number of disownments over so wide an 
area says much for the outward consistency of the 
associated societies, bearing in mind, as we must, 
that spiritual Christianity was at a very low ebb in 
the established and dissenting churches during the 
first half of the eighteenth century, and that the 
manners of the people became very frivolous and 
depraved after the era of Puritanic propriety had 
passed away. 

The above table does not convey a correct im- 
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however, as to the extent to which 
ttemperance in drinking prevaUed in the Monthly 
Meeting. The frei^aent allusions in the Miuntm to 
those who " frequented alehouaes," and toot "too 
much beare," or " more beare than was fitt," ahow 
that the tiaffic in iutosicating liquors was then, t 
now, reapnnBible for moat of the defectioua unoag 
Christian professors.* The practice of Total Absti- 
nence has now reduced this class of offences to t 
minimum in the Society of Friends, and tbi 
pernicious custom of supplying " puhliok Friendl" 
with alcoholic stimulants after the conclusion of th«ii 
ministerial labours has loug since been aboudoDed, 

From its first establishment the Monthly Mwdog 
of Evesham promptly took notice of breaches of 
good conduct, under a godly couceru that Um 
Society should be in reality a living branch ofdw 
Church of Christ. Offenders were dealt with Snniljf 
but patiently ; and it is especially noteworthy tlul 
the papers of disownment were not issued until 
every effort had been made to bring home tbl 
wandering sheep, and that they always oouolaJid 

* "It was not until about 17:24 that tlie pOBUOn lor ■!•■ 
drinking appears to have infected the moBBes o( Ihu yogiit 
tion, and it spread n-ith the rapiditj and Tiol«Dce Ot ■ 
epidemic. Small aa is the plaoe n-hieh tliis fact nnrnpJM li 
English histoT;. it was, probably, it ne eonsider all th* m^ 
aeqiiences that have flowed from it. the taatx mo^MtMW 
the eij^hteenth century, — incomparably more so UuH • 
event ia the purely poiitica! or military annali irf t 
'» HiiCory of England, vol. I, p. 479. 
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with sincere expressions of desire for his complete 
restoration to the fold at some fature time. 

After the fmdous storms of persecution had blown 
over, the attention of the Meeting was directed to 
those who had failed to adorn the doctrine of Christ 
by a consistent life. The following minutes and 
papers illustrate the ordinary method of procedure 
in such cases at that time. 

" Upon ye 10th day of ye jfirst Month, 1672. 

** At a meeting at John Washborne's house in 
Bengeworte it was agreed of by friends that James 
Wall and Thos. Cartwright doe goe to John 
Hawkeswood to know his reson wherefore he dooth 
absent himseK from ye men's monthly meeteing, and 
to bring an account at ye next monthly meeteing. 

** And likewise John Clemens and Steeven Pitway 
doe goe to Eobert Yens to know his answer wherefore 
he dooth forsake ye meeteings . . . ." 

The sufferings of Eobert Ewens (or Yens) in 1655 
have already been described (see p. 96). The 
labours of the two Friends appointed to visit him 
resulted in the drawing up of a lengthy paper, in 
which he frankly acknowledged his error, confessing 
that **it hath bene a burden upon mee longe, and I 
cant have noe rest nor peace with God, but I must 
owne my shame." It appears that he had ** greeved 
ye speritt of ye Lord "by " taking his wife in ye 
darke," — in other words, adopting the customary 

N 
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,s of marriage at the establiBlied Church. ThU 
.nt of faithfukieBB to conviction "loosed bis 
condition, clouded his underBtonding, and mndW 
him in ye darke." The paper concludes a* 
follows : — 

" I owiie ye righteonae judgements of God npon 
mee for my diBhonooreing his preldouse truth, uid 
mior ye time to come I hope ye Lord will keepe me in 
^lis feare all ye dayes of my life. 

" EoBEBT Voia," 

The minutes given below also appear In the oldeol 
ecord-book. 

" The 26th of ye 3rd month, 1672. 

"It is agreed of by fteinds that Tho, Hyatt anil 
David Walker doe speake to William Welch concern- 
ing his disorderly walkeing, and to bring an ansver 
at ye next monthly meeting." 

" Ye 2a of ye 9th month, 1678. 

" It is agreed of by freinds yt Tho. Cartwriglit and 
John Woodward goe to Arthur Eempe lo spent 
with him concerning his disorderly walkeing . . . ." 

" Ye 28th of ye 10th month, 1678. 

" It is agreed of by ifreindes that John Woodwiri 
and John Ernes goe to Thomas Alinton to tfttk 
with hime conseameinge bis deisorderl; w*U»- 
inge ....'■ 

No record exiats of tbe visits paid to Arlbnr Etaaf 
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and Thomas Aldington ; but William Welch drew up 
a paper which reads as follows : — 

** The 11th day of ye 6th month, 1672. 

** This is given forth for your satisfaction, my 
freinds whoe are in God's truth, yt sorrow and 
griefe have beene and is upon my speritt for ye thinges 
wch I now see is not convenient for mee, for being 
apte at some times to be deluded by free company 
and soe by ye negligent speritt prolonged ye time 
and disordered myselfe to my own owne shame, wch 
is a dishonour to /rod's truth for wch I looke for 
God's judgements to follow mee, and soe I leave it to 
ye judgements of freinds, and my desire is to have 
fellowship with ym againe. And soe my love is to 
wards ym all yt I may not be discomforted, but goe 
on in God's truth as it behoveeth mee. 

** Given forth by mee William Welch. "-:• 

A few more examples of these curious documents 
may be introduced here. 

(1.) Testimony agaimt liumphry Bouts, 

** This is to give notis to all people yt at our 
monthly meeteing in Bengeworte upon ye 6th day of 
ye 7th month in ye yeare 1672 ye following paper was 
gave forth : — 

* In 1673 it was " found by sad exsperiance " that William 
Welch *' still goes on in his wickedness," and he was accord- 
ingly disowned. 
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Wee whose names are hereunder written in je 
lalfe of yo body of freinds who &re scontefaSy 
.lied Quakers have taken into consideration ye sal 
estate and condition of Humphry Bonis who hmrt 
'Valked disorderly in drankenes and other bad 
carriage and behavonr wherein Gods tmth hare 
Buffered much by him. Althongfa we hare had ■ 
Godly care of him, and have severall times teoderiy 
admonislite him, according to the order of ye tnw 
Churches in ye primitive times in ye speritt d 

meekness and lore yt he might owne his 

Condemnation for his unrighteouse actions ; wch 
Lgly he did by giveing forth a paper agaiiuit 
him selfe coufesseing to his disorderly walkeini! 
beareing date ye 21 of ye 5th month last past ; But 
yett notwithstanding wee doe find by sad exsperiuiM 
yt still he goes on in bis wickednes and imgo^; 
breakeing forth into sad effects to ye grien- 
ing of ye hearts of ye righteouse in so much yt w« 
ean doe no leasae for the truth sake but giNX fonli 
this paper against him yt there by all people nuy 
know that wee have honestly cleared God's truth d 
him, and yt wee utterly deny his actions and h«rMfttf 
loe deny him to be a member amonngst ns excefU 
le returne to tlie Lord through harty repentance. 
Hbnebv Gress. Will. Coluxs. 

Thomas Cabtwright. Davto Walkkb. 

Wall ve oldcb. Jobn CLEUExrti. 
Joshua ffrksbbau Tbo. Dakkk. 

Itsbtes Pittwat. Jobs Woodwar»," 
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1 2) Humphry BouU paper f referred to in the above j. 

" ffireinds, 

" I lett in a careles speritt, that have bronght 
agreate dishonor to je tmth, for drinkeing more 
beare than was fitt for mee to drinke that speritt 
drawed mee into many wordes, and then lightnes 
gotte np not haveing regarde to the Lord as I ought 
to have done I gave way to yt speritt and joyned 
wth it. It drawed mee into greate Anger against my 
wife ; I stroke her wth the backe of my hand, and 
other ill behaTonrs, and all was ont of God's tmth. 
.... And in a senseable feeleing of ye judgements 
of the Lord I am constrayned to give forth this 
paper to cleare God's everlasteing truth, he yt ownes 

Gods judgements will finde mercy My deare 

loYe have been ofle times in mee towards all freinds 
in ye truth. This written by mee 

" HuMPHBT Bouts. 
" Given forth ye 21st of ye 5th month, 1672." 

The remaining papers in the oldest Minute Book 
may be condensed as follows : — 

(1.) Paper of Denial against Bernard Roberts 

(5th mo., 1672) 

. . . . « ^}|Q have walked disorderly amongst us 
in drunknesse and other bad carridge and be- 
hayonr. • . 
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^^BSI.) Beiiifinl Roberts' Confession {"ye 15th of ye 

^^V 4tJi month, 167S "I. 

^^H (Extract.) 

^^^P " fTreiuda, 

^^^ " I am tendred in my heart towards ye 

Lord, and I doe see that I have greatly ainneil 
against him, and Imve dishonoured his pretionse 
truth, in yt I have taken too much beare, wherein 
I have disordered my selfe very much, .... and 
have caused ye mouthee of ye wicked to be opeDed 

against ye people of ye Lord Therefon 

lett thig my confession stand as a wittuess againit 
me for ever," &c. 

^^fe (8.) Jolm Bugdm's Confemon (26.11.1672). 

^^ (Extract.) 

' " I was led in ye darke to evil] Company and 10 
drink more beare than was good for mee. I KM 
led by yt speritt yt leades out of ye truth, and BM 
I being mudled in ye darke through ill CoonotO 
I took my wife in ye darke in ye IdollttmoH 
Cburch by an Idollitroase prist, and senoe yt tiliw 
Qod ill liis love hath lett mee see ye evill of 
itt " 
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(4.) Testimony against Thomas Dark* <16!)6). 
This case was a serious one, as the oEFender wu 
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a much respected member of the Meeting. ** He 
was in Society and fellowship for severall years 
together," but giving way to unwatchfulness fell 
into " uncleanness with other miscarriages." 

• 

It is satisfactory, however, to find the following 
note appended to this Testimony of Denial : — 
*'The aforeseyd Tho. Dark (a few days before his 
Death) expressed in words, in the hearing of John 
Ellis, Thomas Kamel, senr, and Anne Neale, his 
great sorrow and repentance, condemning his own 
evil actions, earnestly desiring friends might pray 
for him, saying he would do anything yt friends 
would have him to do to clear the truth, and a 
paper of Condemnation was drawn up according 
and agreeable to the sense of his words, but he was 
prevented by death before it could be brought to him 
to be signed by him.*' 

It has already been stated that twenty one young 
Friends were disowned by the Monthly Meeting 
(before the year 1812) under the arbitrary and 
unscriptural rules which forbade all marriages with 
those not in membership in the Society. It is 
deplorable to observe the untiring zeal with which 
this mistaken policy was carried out. No sooner 
was it suspected that a youth was ** paying his 
addresses to a young woman not of our Society,** 
than a Committee was appointed to visit him : and 
if he was indisposed to bend to the iron will of 
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the Monthly Meeting, liia sentence of diaowruneiit 
was speedily di'awn Kp.-- 

By the year 1812 the three remaining Monthly 
Meetings of Worcestershire {viz., Worcester, Evesham 
and Chadwick) had become so ■weai, owing to the 
continual drain upon their memberahip from Uifl 
above-mentioned and other causes, that it wu 
thought desirable to unite them under the title of 
" Worcestershire Monthly Meeting." The first 
gathering under this new arrangement was held 
at Stourbriiige in April, 1812. Juhus PumpUrej 
was appointed clerk, and Thomas Burlingham 
aesistant Clerk. + In 1860 the meetings of Friends 
in Shropshire were united with those in Cbe 
county of Worcester, and the name of " Woroe8te^ 
shire and Shropshire Monthly Meeting" w«» 
bestowed upon the new alliance. It is left tn 
some future historian to chronicle the traneactiou 
of this still existing assembly. 

"Evesham Monthly Meeting" has long since 
been numbered among the institutions of the paik 
Will its place be one day taken by another oon- 



* " Within a considerable portion of tlie ptesenl oentiuj tfc* 
Society of Friends in England has diaon-ned neArij one thiri 
of all its members who bare married, a total of dot leas thM 
4,000 persona 1 "—' Quakerism Past and Present." by J. S. 
EowQttee, X86a, p. 183. 

The last Clerk of " EveBbani Monthly Meeting" «•* 
Samuel T. Westoombe, who aBaonied office on the reugaatia 
of Thomas SUnley in 1807. 
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federation of Quaker churches in the Valley of the 
Avon, founded less upon the commandments and 
traditions of men, and more upon the Word of the 
living God ? 



t( 



The world is God's not thine ; let Him 
Work out a change, if change must be : 
The hand that planted best can trim 
And nurse the old unfruitful tree." 



CHAPTER Vn. 

THE TEN ASSOCIATED MEETTNQ8. 

" Gathered from mao; seats, the Quaker brought 
Hig old beliefs, adjuatlng to the thoaght 
That moved hia bohI the oreed hia fathera tauRht. 
One faith alone, so broad that all mankind 
Within themaelvea its seoret witness find. 
The soul's communion with the Eternal Mind, 
The Spirit's law, the Inward Rule and Guide." 

Tbf Penrurylrania Pifjri" 

I. EvEaHAM. 

In Cliaptera in. and IV. we have traced ibe 
history of the Friends in Evesham, from their rise in 
1666 to the imssing of the Toleration Act in 1669. 
We have seen that the soul-stirriiig minlsti; ti 
Humphiej' Smith led to the establisbmeBt of • 
meeting at Thomas Gartwright's house, and that tb 
congregation afterwards took shelter under the k» 
pitable roof of Edward Pitway, near the Waterside- 
Bbnoeworth Gkave-tabd. — With the desin to 
provide a select resting-place for themselves aai 
I their descendants, the Society acquired in 1676 ■ 
f garden ground " behind the dweUiug-hoOM 
Edward Pitway, and adjoining the 
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close, with way or passage through the yard-gatea on 
the sontli side of the saic! dwelling-houae." Thia 
plot of land, by feoffment dated 16th July, 1675, was 
in consideration of ±'5 conveyed by Edward Pitway,^ 
and again by feofEment of 19th March, Hi78, by 
Stephen Pit way, — unto trustees, their heirs and 
assigns. Fresh trustees were appointed in 1703, 
1728 and 1774. The last appointment was by loass 
and release, Jan. 26tb and 27th, 1802. In 1838 the 
ground was sold for £100, and this sum was applied 
to certain uses in Cowl Street. 

The grave-yard is now used as a garden, and ia 
situated behind the " North wick Arms" Hotel. It 
probably contains the remains of most of the early 
Evesham Friends, although it is said that their 
bones have been occasionally turned up from the 
soil, — 






They dared not plant the grave with flowers, 
)t dress the funeral Bod, 
I, with a love as deep a,s our's, 
They left their dead with God." 



The Cowl Street Meeting -House. — By indenture 
of lease, dated lat January, 1676, Ehzabeth Young, 
of Hampton, in consideration of £52, demised to 
James Wall, of Evesham, and bis assigns, two 
messuages, with cherry -orchard and garden in Cowl 
Street, Evesham, from December 21st, for 2000 
years. The orchard was converted into a burial- 
ground, and a meeting-bouse was formed out of one 
tof the mesauafies. The other messuage was divided 
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ito two. The meeting -house was erected early is 
:676, and was probably pnt together in the radesi 
manner, as in twelve years time it needed 
■extensive repairs. On the 20th of March, 1678. 
at was made i'rom Mark Staines, IsBae 
Moss, and Benjamin Wall "of the said premises 
:and lata erected building," to John Beaiifoy, Williani 
'Itamell, John Roberts, William Roberta, WiUiwn 
Cartwright, Henry Mutton, and John Andrews, fcr 
the remainder of the term of 2000 years, 

it was agreed ' ' tha-t the Meetlng-honse at 
Evesham shall be put into good tuid sufficient 
jBepair ; the costs and charges thereof to be depoeiltd 
by the friends belonging to the said Meeting," Tho 
simple edifice was accordingly completed in a sub- 
stantial manner. It was a poor fane, doubtless, 

" For those who find religion in ilim light, 
Strange veatmentB, inoeaaed air. Bud blazoned pane"; 

but all that the Friends needed for their qiiut 
spiritual worship was found within its humble vsllt- 
A glance round the unadorned interior Impels the 
imagination backward to the cradle of Christiaui? 
itself : to that early period when the G-atileau fisher- 
men flocked round their divine Master in that ' latfe 
upper room, furnished and prepared,' where they 
hung upon his gracious words till their minds [wr- 
ipated in that sacred influence whiob imbu«d 
iself."* 

■ Mbj'b ' Hint, ol B.' p. 803. 



The Ten Aaaociated Meetings. 189 

In 1731 a small pieoe of ground, purohaeed of 
Anthony Smith, waa conveyed by him and Ann hia 
wife to John Beaufoy and others, by deed of feoffment. 
It is believed that this now forms part of the grave- 
yard. 

In 1723 the premises were purchased of Mark 
Btainee, Isaac Moss, and Benjamin Wall, and by 
them conveyed to John Beaufoy and others, who 
declared that the one messuage should be for a 
meeting-house for the people called Quakers, and 
that the other, with the orchard and garden, should 
be applied only to such purposes as were agreed 
between the parties and others. This trust was 
renewed in 1746, 1784, 1821, and lastly 9th 4 mo., 
1666. 

In the year 1805 a few alterations were effected in 
the interior of the meeting-house, and in 1870 the 
whole building waa thoroughly repaired. The old 
timber walls were removed and replaced with brick ; 
I the roof was re-tiled, and the ceihng renovated ; the 
ancient casements gave place to windows, and the 
outside doors were renewed. 

The total cost was £198 Is. 8d., the £100 accumu- 
lated at £10 per annum out of the rent of sis acres 
of laud at Hampton being apphed in part payment 
(See p. 198, Sect. iv.). 

The property adjoining the entrance-yard on the 
south side, was purchased in 1823, and altered in 
1874 {See p. 198, Sect. v.). We have no information 
E^^^ttie early history of the house in Cowl Street, 
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now occupied by the custodian of the premifies. It 
is believed, however, that it stands on one of the 
measuages acquired in 1676. A ■' small tenement" 
is noticed in the agreement of 1698, The meetkig- 
room over the porch was enlarged in 1838, and ta 
approach to it made from the court-yard, the eoet 
being defrayed with the consent of the Mo. Muetin; 
out of the proceeds of the sale of Bengewcmb 
grave-yard. In 1874 the cuBtodian's hoase wm 
thoroughly repaired, the walls being raised, and a 
new roof and front windows provided. The lotd 
cost of these improvemeuts, with those eBixieA U 
the same time on the other side of the entrsuw- 
porch, was iSlS 168. 7d., which, with £58 17s. od., 
the balance remaining unpaid of £193 Is. 8d-, n- 
pended in 1870 ou the repairs of the meeting-lioosr. 
made a grand total of £367 143. Od. Willi tlw 
sanction of the Mo. Meeting, 10 mo. 8, IHT*, 
£350 was borrowed at 4 per cent, from the tnist«i 
of B. Pierce's Charity, on security of the propcAJ. 
the loan to be paid off by annual instalments. 

A large number of names are rudely scratched (o 
the old oak wainscoting of the meeting-house, tb* 
following amongst others being fairly legible : — 

■' John Beauloy His place, November je 13. 1119a," "Job 

BeauEay Hia place, 101)9." 
'■ John RobartB, 1697" (?) '■ Joseph Cftrtwri^^hl, 1691." 
■' Benjamin Cartwright." " Tbomas Boberu," " Clifford." 
■George Roberts Hia Place. 1731" (7). "John Fd*I«.* 

'■ John HomphriB." " Ramell." '■ Eiobard 
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** Joseph Cartwright, August 1704.'* *' Feancs Waring." 

" Benjamin Colloy 1709.'* 
** Bichard Budge.*' " Francis Bogers place.'* 
*' Ann Sheldon 1699." " John Corbin His place, Anno 

Domini 1711." " WiUiam Stafford." " John Stevens." 
** John Beaufoy His place, May ye 1st, 1701." " Joshua 

Smith." "Howard Waring." "John Corbin, Feb. 26, 

1712." 
" Mark Merrick, June ye 30th, 1702 (?). 

It will be seen that the above are the names 
of many well-known Evesham Friends, long since 
passed away. It is not difficult to account for their 
being there. Soon after its erection the meeting- 
house was probably employed as a school-room for 
the children of Friends, and the names on the boards 
are those of some of the juvenile scholars. This 
view is supported by the fact that the most in- 
dustrious contributor (John Beaufoy) was only ten 
years old in 1698. 

Eeuoious Meetings. — There is good reason to 
believe that the religious meetings of Friends in 
Evesham were numerously attended during the first 
part of last century, and that they were held in a 
large measure of life and power. The following 
minutes from the Quarterly Meeting Books show, 
however, that this state of things did not always 
continue : — 

1770. Evesham Friends are " desired to stir up their 
Members to a more Diligent attendance of 
Meetings, both for worship and discipline, 
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then 
Answers in this respect." (At the same 
time all the Meetings were cautioned 
against " a drowzey disposition.") 
1772. " Several of the answera to the usual Queries 
afford Cause for Sorrow, because therein we 
find an Indifferenoj prevailing respeotin^ 
the Atteudauce of our Meetings, as ftbo 
that a Sleepiness is therein Gometinua 

Indiilged Evesham and Chadwick 

Mo. Meetings are particularly desired to 
give due attention to this Minute." 
In 1775 a "deficiency in the attendance" was 
again "a matter of much concern" to the Q. M., 
and in 1777 a small Committee was appointed to ^t 
with Evesham Friends, " and endeavoar to stir them 
up to a more consistent conduct in this reaped." It 
is sad to relate, however, that in 1778 " it atiU 
sorrowfully appeared that tlie deficiency in attending 
meetings at Evesham continues. " By the year 1801 
this decline had become still more serions, and tlw 
Mo, Meeting made the following minute : — 

" Evesham meeting having requested leave to boU 
but one meeting on first-days during the winter, thil 
meeting consents thereto, on account of the fewii«*< 
of the members, and the distance of others." Som* 
of the causes of this decline have been alluded to in 
the last chapter. Disownments and removals hsl 
thinned the ranks of the old members, and \l i* 
lamentable to ohser^'e the almost complete ailenHof 
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the minntea with regard to tUe admisBioii of othsra 
[&om the outside world. In 1772 Margaret and 
I Mary Field became " disatisfied with the established 
mode of worship," and were received into member- 
ship upon their own application ; but the Friends, as 
a body, did little or nothing in their collective 
capacity to evangelize the surronnding population. 
, The Society ceased to be aggressive, and the here- 
' ditary principle being imported into wliat was once 
I " the household of faith," decay inevitably ensued. 
It is not difiicalt to find another important cause 
of the decline at Evesham during last century. The 
vocal ministry of the Word ceased to occupy a, 
prominent place in the religious gatherings of the 
Church. " Syllabled by silence," the later gene- 
rations of Friends lapsed into a state of comfortable 
. quiescence, and failed to attract the multitude 
, hungering for the bread of Life. After Thomas 
Eoberts' visit to London in 1727, no record exists of 
a ministerial journey made by any Evesham Friend 
nntQ Eiohard Burlingham travelled into Gloucester- 
shire and Wiltshire in 1815. Indeed, it is question- 
able if there were any Friends at Evesham occupying 
the station of "recorded ministers " between about 
1740 and 181S. Many visits were, however, received 
from ministers distinguished for their fon^ent piety, 
nutiring zeal, aud deep discernment, amongst whom 
may be mentioned Thomas Story {in 172!i, 'SI, 'S3, 
'85), Benjamin Holme [17271. John Fothergill (1733), 
jJames Gough (1789), John GrifQth (1748, '6t 
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latherine Phillips, n4e Payton* (1753 — 1790'|. 
ames Dauiell from New Jeraey (1762), John Hall, 
Cumberland (1784), Deborah Darby and Bebeou 
Young (several timea), Deborah Townsend and 
Hanuab Stephenson (1793), Hannah Jarrett anil 
Prisoilla Gurney (1796), Mary Capper (1797). John 
Kirkham, EBses (1808), John Yeardley (1824), and 
Stephen Grellett in 1812 and 1833. 
Yearly Meetings' Committees, compoaed Ibr tlie 
[.most part of well-known Friends, visited Evesham 
and other Worceatershiro meetings in 1761, 1776, 
1786 and 1806. 

[IS. — In its early days the congrega- 
tion of Friends in Evesham was largely composed of 
ahopkeepeta and labouring men. Coming 
down into last century, we find that Thomas Ramel] 
was a merchant, Henry Fowler a mercer. Huuiy 
Mutton a weaver, John Beaafoy a yeoman, John 
Andrews a cordwainer, and Thomas Koberta s 
There are occasional references in tht 
minutes to relief for " poore Friends." 

Edward Pitway, Jr., emigrated to Fennsylrania 
about the year 1700. 

The last of the Cartwrighta was buried in 1801. 
Grif&n Beaufoy died in 1805, and George Brimyud 
in 1806. Eichard Burlingham removed to Eveshui 

' Catherine Pajton waa erancl- (laughter of Henry and EIi»- 
Powlet, of Evesham. She married W- PhillipB in ITW- 8fc« 
tiavelled aa a miuxBUr in Eogland, Scotland, Ireland, Amatlak 
and Holland. (See ■ Life '). 
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in 1806, and was recorded a, minister iii'18I3. John 
Fincher removed to Evesham in 1804. The first 
mention of the name of Fumpbrey in Evesliam 
M. M. Min. Book is in 1757, when Thos. Pnmphrey, 
son of Thos. and Anne P., of Tewkesbury, majried 
Mary, daughter of Kiehard Stanley, of the Parka 
Farm, Offenham. 

WiUiam Boberts, EUzabetb Nelson, and other 
Friends, were freqnently robbed of their goods and 
crops between 1767 and 1782, as they peraiatently 
refnsed to pay " navy and mihtia rates," or " church 
rates, so called." 

Between the years 1706 and 1708 collections were 
made to reUeve sufferers by &re in many parts of the 
country, the first amounting to 18s. lOd., for a firs 
" att Iniskiling in the Eyngdom of Ireland." 

In 1709, "in consideration of some excesses and 
disorderly feastings that have sometimes happened at 
marriages," it was decided to appoint " two honest 
friends of blamelesse conversation," to see that 
"the sayd excesses be avoyded." 

Great care was taken by the meeting that the sons 
of Friends should be suitably apprenticed. One 
Evesham lad ran away from a Quaker firm at Leeds, 
and got on board a gun-boat ; but after receiving his 
prize-money, returned to his employers. Of course 
be was placed " under the deaUngs of Friends." 

In 1789 George Wbitefield ■' breakfasted with one 
of the Evesham Quakers." 
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^^^H The local endowments pertaining to the Society 
^^^Bjbre as follows ; — 

^^P I. WiUiam Roberts bequest. ~ In 1672 ■WQliiun 
^^^ Roberta, of Evesham, bequeathed to his " friendi 
which are called Quakers that liveth in the Bnrrongh 
of Evesham for ever, all that Barne and Cherry 
Orchard lying at a sertaine place in Evesham afore- 
sayde, called the horse lane, to hould the rente and 
profitte thereof and the same to dispose accordeing « 
Edward Pittwaj, Steeven Pitway, John Woodward, 
James Wall, John Tandy, and Thomas Cartwright 
shall thinke convenient." 

It is not known when this property was disposed 
of, or liow the funds arising therefrom were applied. 

II. Richard Rtissd'sijift. — Funded proceeds of a mes- 

auage, garden and close situated at Broadway, valued 

at £6 per annum, conveyed In 1722 by the legatees 

of Eichnrd Bussell, of Evesham (chandler), for ihe 

remainder of a term of 900 years ; npon trust tot 

certain charitable purpoHee. In 1810 the eurviring 

trustees, by direction of Evesham Monthly Meeting, 

1^^^ Bold the above property under certain condiUoiu; 

^^Land by indenture of Aug. 11, 1810, the imited 

^^^Kproceeds, being £485 nett, were invested in gorem- 

l^^f ment funds iu the names of trustees, who ban 

III settled the same upon trust, to distribute the ^n- 

) among "poor Protestants oommonty calUd 

Quakers, dweUing in the County of WnnoBilW.*' 
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Sinoe the above date the maimer of iiiveatment hB,s 
been asTeral times changed, but the application 
of the dividends remains unaltered. 

III. Benjamin Pierce's gift. — Proceeds oi a messuage 
in High Street, together with four acres of land in 
the then open fields of Little Hampton, since ex- 
changed by allotment under the Encloaurs Act for 
1a. Is. in the same parish, conveyed to trustees in 
1716 by the devisees of Benjamin Pierce, of Benge- 
worth (paper-maker), upon trust to charitable uses, 
with power to appoint new trustees. In 1732 a new 
appointment was made, and again in 1756 ; and in 
1794 the trusts of the messuage in High Street, as 
also the allotment at Hampton, were renewed. In 
1822 the survivors of that tnist, by direction of the 
Monthly Meeting, sold the messuage for £400 ; and 
by indenture of Sth Mar., 1826, this £400 and the 
securities thereof were vested in trustees, who are to 
distribute the nett proceeds to " such poor people 
inhabiting the county of Worcester " as they shall 
think fit. The same conveys the allotment of 
Little Hampton upon the like trust. This £400 is 
now placed out on mortgage, the interest being 
apphed according to the trusts. In 1875 the whole 
of the Hampton land was sold to the Evesham 
Burial Board for £600, and the proceeds invested in 
the name of the Official Trustees for Charitable 
Funds; the dividends arising therefrom to he re- 
mitted by the said Of&cial Trustees to the acting 
) for the time being of the said Charity, in 
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order that the same ma; be applied hj them to the 
purposes of the said Charity. 

IV, Si> acres of land at hitth Hampton, purchased 
in 1794 with gifts aud bequests to the Sooietv, 
conveyed in 1798 to trustees, upon trust to let or 
demise the same, not longer than 21 years, and 
to pay the nett rents to the Clerk of Evesham 
Meeting, to be applied by him as the Monthly Meet- 
ing ehall determine. In 1844 the M. M. directed 
that two-thirds of the rent he appUed for general 
purposes, and one-third for the poor. In 1866 thai 
£100 be accumulated out of the rent for repairs of 
the Meeting House aud premises. In 1876 la. 2a, 26p. 
of the above land was sold to tlie Evesham Burial 
Board, and the proceeds invested in the purchase of 
Three per Cent, Consols. 

V. A memiage, yard, garden and appurUnanfttr •■ 
Cowl Street, Eresham., purchased in 182S with fosda 
of the Society, and conveyed upon trust " that tha 
same and the rents thereof should for ever after ht 
be disposed of as the bargainees, or the trustees fiw 
the time being, or the major part, with oth^ re- 
cognized inhabitant members, should in ^mting 
direct." In 1874 this messuage, being untenablo 
fi'om age and dilapidation, was pulled down, and a 
new house erected on the same site. A new boun- 
dary wall to the garden, extending along the east 
side of the grave -yard, aud affording a bettw 
approach to the same, was also built. The eoal wu 

■defrayed out of funds borrowed at i per cent, from 
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the TruateeB of B. Pierce's Cliarity. Whan this 
loEin is paid off by annual instalmente, the property 
will be free, and the rent of the newly-built house 
available for general purposes. (The other altera- 
tions of the adjoining property in 1874 are noticed 
p. 190). 

n. Bboadway. 

The large straggling village of Broadway hea at 
the foot of the North Cotswold Hills, about C miles 
from Evesham. The high road to Oxford and 
London passes through its long open street, and 
winds up the steep elopes behind, commanding 
extensive views across the valley of the Avon. 

The first mention of a Friends' meeting at Broad- 
way occm-s in 1662, when, " on the 7th of December, 
a Lieutenant, with a party of the Trained Bands, 
oame to a meeting, and commanded those that were 
met to depart."* Oneof them, named Robert Bayliss, 
not moving at their order, the Lieutenant suddenly 
drew his sword, which so terrified Bayliss" wife, who 
was Hearing her confinement, that she was " in great 
danger of her life." It has already been observed 
that three Friends from Broadway were present at a 
meeting in Evesham on the last day of December, 
1662, and the sufferings of poor old Richard Walker, 
on his way to Worcester Gaol have been recounted 
in en extract from Besse's work (see p. 112). Reference 
bas also been made to the shameful treatment of 
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Broadway Friend at Campden, in 1667 (p. IIS). Uil 
mogt likely tliat several persons from Broadway wm 
attracted to the meetings at Evesham in the Com- 
monwealth days, and that these soon after wards 
established a regular gathering fui worship in their 
own village. William Heyders, of Stanway, uid 
Gervas Hai-ris, of WiUersey (see p. 116), probUily 
attended this meeting, with others from adjoiuiug 
parishes. It is not known whether a meeting- 
house was eventually provided for the little congw- 
gatiou, hut, as the Minutes are silent on this point, 
we may couclude that they continued to meet in 
some private dwelling. 

Isaac Avorill, of Broadway, was a regnl&r attendet 
of Monthly Meetings, and at hia death, early in last 
century, he left £60 to the Q. M. Funds. He waa a 
determined opponent of ecclesiastical demands, and 
suffered great pecuniary losses by his conaisleot 
refusal to pay Church Bates and other un-ChristiaD 
impositions. Between the years 1700 and 172fi lie 
was robbed of &irm produce, household goods, imptu- 
meuta, &c., to the value of well-nigb £400. OlW 
instance will suffice to show the method of pi-ocediuc. 
In 170S he was prosecuted at the suit of John 
FhilUps, John Davies, and William Lampitt, tilh»- 
farmers under Lady Coventry. The amount snppoMd 
to bo due was £i 6s. 8d., for which were soisied grain, 
hay, straw, and implements worth jE88 4s. 4d. Tba 
John Griffiths, Priest of Broadwajr," 
occurs several times in the record of these 
ieedings. 
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"William Sambaeb, another Broadway Friend, be- 
queathed £20 to the Comity Stock.* 

The Society appears to have died out in thia 
village before the year 1760. 

III. Nbthektoh. 
Nestling beneath the wooded slopes of Bredou 
Hill , at a distance of five miles from the town of 
Eveaham, lies the little hamlet of Netherton. It is 
situated in the parish of Elmley Castle, aud adjoins 
the winding road which leads to that retired village. 
Netherton eonaista of a few scattered houses, mostly 
built in the picturesque style common to many parta 
of Worcestershire, and their black aud white walls 
peep out shyly from among the trees and gardens 
which surround them. Violets, primroaea, and bright 
blue periwinkles fringe the lanea in the early spring ; 

* AbetToel of Will of Willinin Sambash the elder, 27 Sept., 
1710. — Al! roELl and porBocal estate to " my eateemi>d firiond," 
Francis WinniugtoD, of Broadwa;, Esg^uire, for payment ot 
debts and legacies. To ray sister Xorris, £4 yearly. For the 
□ss and benefit of the poor of the people called Quakars, 
among whom " I have lied in a Rfligious Comunity," £20, to 
be paid into the haads of John Beaufoy. of Evesham, and by 
him into the next i^uarterly meeting. To the poor " among 
the meeting of tErienda atBroad Campden," 50b., to be disposed 
of by John Warner and Thos. Symonds. To EUzab. Adames, 
oE Snowshill, SOs. To John Davis the next half yi^ar's rent 
Oat shall beoome due after my decease. To the children ot 
ro; nephew Tbos. Lane, deceased, £S apiece, at their age ot 21. 
~a8idne ol my estate to the said P. Winnington, sola eior. 
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and SB the season advances, roses, snapdragons, Bweet- 
Williams, and other old-fashioned fiowering plants, cul- 
tivated by the villagers in their tiny plots, charm the 
eye hy the variety of their glowing coIootb. An ancient 
chapel surmounted by a belfry, and bearing traces of 
Norman handiwork,* leads onr thonghts back 10 
some remote time when this rural spot was invadal 
by the clergy of the Church of Eome ; but we look 
in vain for any material traces of the little colon; of 
Friends, who at a later period strove to witaees for 
" the simplicity that is in Christ." 

We find that at the commencement of last century 
representatives from Nethertou were usually present 
at the Monthly Church Meeting in Evesham, their 
names being given as Francis Moore, Balph Marshall. 
Thomas Moore, and Francis Marshall. In 172S 
"several" appeared from Nctherton, and as late as 
1755 mention is made of " several " represent alirw. 
In 1725 and again in 1755 it is recorded : " No 
Friends appeared from any of ye out Meetings except 
Netherton only." 






The family of Banibaoh of Broadway, an oflBhoot 
oi the Sambacha of Sambach in Cheshire, was seated at 
Broadway as early as 1545, wboD Richard &. waa maniad lo 
laabel Ellios, William S. to Eliz. White, and John S. M 
Margery Truelove. The family Dontinued for BOveral geoem- 
tions at Broadway, Childawiokham, and SnowahiU, 
Bee Grazebrook'B ' Haraldr j of WoroeaterBhiro.' ii. . p- I4L 
This Chapel is mentioned in an old docameal of 

auBtioe in the time of Henry m. It ia now 
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The following taimite refers to the place and time 
of meeting: — " Netherton ffrienda request yt a 
Meeting for Worship be held ye firat-day in every 
Month, at ye House [of the] late Tboa. Moor, were 
ye ad. meeting formerly used to be held ; to begin at 
ye eleventh hour. This Meeting concurra therewith." 

In 17C0 it was reported that " Neatberton friends 
are like to loose the youce of the Eoom they kept 
their meeting iu once a Month, and [considering] 
the nearness to this Meeting [Evesham] it might be 
ae well for them to drop theirs." 

In 1789 the Quarterly Meeting decided " that our 
meeting usually held at Perahore in every 6th 
month be in future held at Netherton, that neigh- 
bonrhood having discovered a good disposition to 
receive such opportunities." In IBOS this annnal 
gathering was discontinued, as, although it was 
" large and to a good degree of satisfaction," there 
were not enough ministering Friends present to make 
it really edifying to the village folk.* About the 
year 1S08 a revival seems to have taken place among 
the Netherton Friends, as wo find them obtaining 
leave from the Monthly Meeting " to hold a meeting 
among themselves on first-days and week-days during 
the winter months, at the house of Thomas and 
"Wilham Marshall, at thellth hour in the forenoon." 
It is not known whether these httle gatherings were 
kept up for more than that one season. 

Giles Qaarrell, of Norton, was a member of 
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Kethertioii meeting, and his name appears freqnenti; 
in the Q, M. Kecorda, " of what Friends haw 
BiiSered on acco. of Tythes and priest Dues (m 
caUed)." John Webb, "Priest of Breedon," seized 
a portion of bis harvest every year, from 1704 to 
1718. William Marshall, of Nethertoo, also suffered 
from these priestly depredations in 1778-9. 

In 17S4 the Q. M. granted £3 " for a poor family 
at Elmly." In 1724 took place the marriage d 
Francis Elton and Margaret Claydon, both of 
NethertoD. In 1731 Margaret Elton removed to 
Sibford. John Beavington, of Netherton, was (B*- 
owned in 1756. 

Francis Moor died in the year 1727, making in fail 
will the following bequest: — "I give unto Ralph 
Marshall, Henry Mutton, and Thomas Bobens. 
meicer, of Evesham, ye sum of fourscore poondt, 
to he laid oat as soon as may be with convenieoey 
in some purchase, or to be put forth at mtercst, uid 
ye yearly rent and income thereof to be distributed 
to such poor people and for such charitable nses m 
they shall judge tit and convenient." 

The Marshalls were the leading Friends in th* 
little meetmg of Netherton for upwards of a oentuij. 
and as late as 1813 Friends of that naai« mn 
residing in the village. Some parldcalars concenunf 
their descent from the Marshalls of Little Tew, 
Oxfordshire, are given on page 228. An old wom 
bearing the name of Marshall, is now living in t 
cottage adjoining the road. 
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tlV. pBBsaoKE. 
ad on the direct road from Worcester to 
Eveaham, the town of Pershore waa freijnently 
■visited by the travelhog preachers of the Society 
of Friends. George Fos himself held meetings 
there ia 1667 and 1678, and probably paaaed through 
its streets when journeying between Worcester and 
London to answer the charges laid against him by 
the JuBtices of Worcestershire in 1673. 

On the 20tb of July, 1662, "a meeting at Pershore 
was broken up by a party of soldiers, who, with 
their swords drawn, forced the people out, and drove 
them along the streets, striking and beating aome of 
them, and so constrained them to go to Worcester 
prison, where they were ta,ken in and confined, 
though never examined by any civil magistrate, nor 
had they any legal mittimus thither."^' The General 
Meeting for the County, held at Henry Gibb'a honse 
in 1667, has been described on page 141. The 
meeting of Friends at Pershore became a part of 
' Evesham Monthly Meeting " in 1699. 

No records exist by which the site or date of the 
meeting-house and grave-yard can be determined, 
but the premisea appear to have been acquired before 
the junction with Evesham Friends waa effected. In 
1778 a letter was received by the Quarterly Meeting 
from Mark Eeaufoy, of London, stating "that in 
bis conveyance of his estate in Pershore, lately sold 
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to Captain Thonias Blomer, lie had rescired Tor the 
use of Friends, that part of the said estate com' 
monlf aaed by ub a Meeting House, and that b« 
had remitted the Eaid Thomas Blomer £40, for and 

in consideration of the same." A Committee wm 
appointed " to acknowledge the obligation we think 
ourselves under to the said Mark Beaufoy for thii 
act of bis kindness." In 1779 the Meeting-booH 
was thoroughly repaired at a cost of £86 18s. Aftar 
the year 1719 a meeting was held at Pershore " on 
the fourth hrst-day In every month only," and im 
1742 this arrangement was altered, and a meeting 
once a quarter only was decided on.* In 179* 
Evesham Monthly Meeting resolved to "hold * 
meeting at Peraliore only once in the year, in boptf 
of its proving more beneficial, it being at present an 
ill attended." After this dismal record of failure 
and decline, we cannot be surprised that in 1803 a 
Committee of the Q. M. advised that even tlu 
annual gathering should he discontinued. In 1901 
it was minuted that " the hiwyer Bedford, of Per- 

• ■' Accompanied by Mary Oldbary, a young woman of War- 
osater. who had an acoEptable gift in the ministry. I wmim 
Fei'Bhora (id ITuT), a town wherein no member o[ our Uackg 
resided ; but Friends, having a meeCing-boase Ihetv, IieU • 
meeting qnaiteily, nliiob waa tbis da;. It wu Urgt. hal 
tnoBlly oomposed of people of other societies. I sat abonl n 
hour and a half silent, but was afterward* much f«(oitn4 In 
service. The people were very nolid and attentive, «tid I Ml 
tlie town in peace." — Metnoiri u/ CitihtriHt Plallipt, 17W. 
^. 161. 
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ahore," had been granted a lease of " that piece 
of land commonly called PerBhore grave-yard, now 
turned into a garden ground ; " and in 1813 the 
Meeting House itself was finally disposed of for the 
sum of f 100, which was invested in Three per Cent. 



The following brief notes are all that can be 
gleaned from the records of the Monthly Meeting 
respecting the internal condition of the Uttle society 
at Pershore, and it must be owned that they point to 
a state of things which was far fi-oni satisfactory. 
There are few redeeming features in the sad history 
of the dechne of Friends in that town, although it 
is quite possible that, if our information were more 
complete, we should find many briglit esamples of 
individual faithfulness in well-doing in the midst of 
the lukewarmness which so generally prevailed. In 
1716 Pershore Friends were admonished for neglect- 
ing the attendance of Monthly Meetings, but it does 
not appear that they profited much by the warning 
given, as William Workman, Eichard Millard, and 
Eichard Powell, jr., continued to be the only repre- 
sentatives for a number of years. The fi-equent 
giants of small sums for the relief of ' ' poore friends 
at Pershore " show that the congregation was largely 
composed of persona in lowly circumstances. One 
Friend, however, named John Bissell, bequeathed 
£50 to the County Stock m 1735. 

In 1699 a paper was received from Ann Collins as 
follows : — 
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Rvetham Friends in the Oldm Time. 

'* Dear firienda of ye monthly meeting at Eresham 
'■my love ia to you all, acknowledging your love and 
care both towards me and mine in your tender 
admonitions, and thia do I confeaa and acknowledge 
that things have been not ao well as they should 
have been, insomuch yt tnieth have been dis- 
honored, but I hope for the time to com yt ye Uis 
occation will naver be given any more. 

" An« Goujxb," 

This paper was not altogether satisfactorsr to 
Friends, and " the sd Anne Collins " was " admoo- 
ished to give out a paper somewhat more fully, to 
condemn her miscarriage, and the same to be reid 
in their meeting at Pershore, where the scandal wu 
given." At t!ie same Monthly Meeting several 
Friends were appointed " to speake to Bichud 
Harding, of Fershore, concerning his beaatlioeBs and 
drunkeness"; and in 1705 William Sambadge (ox 
Samhack), of Broadway, was desired '• to write ta 
Christopher Cai'twright, of Pershore, concomiDg his 
scandalous walking," In 1793 Samuel Waring 
" made a stop in trade and absconded," for which ha 
was verj- properly disowned. In 1727 occurred tha 
marriage of Richard Powdle, of Peopleton. wlio wm 
probably a member of Pershore meeting. Between 
1704 and 1717 Eicliard Millard suffered heavy \oaam 
by " ye renters of ye tythea," his wheat and bftrin 
being seized and sold. 

Richard Claridge, Rector of People! 
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' Fersliore, become a prominent figure among the 
I Konoonformists of Woroestersliire. He was bom at 
' Farmborougli, in Warwickshire, in 1649, bis father 
' and mother being "sober and rehgious persons, of 
good reputation." Having a great aptitude for 
learaiD^ he studied at Oxford Univereity, and was 
accounted "a good orator, philosopher and Grecian." 
was inducted to the rectory of Peopleton in 1678. 
Here he taught a grammar-school and attended to 
the ordinary duties of a parish priest, although liis 
was " a mixture of virtue and vice." After 
passing through much conflict of soul, he became a 
truly converted man, and soon aaw that many of the 
doctrines and practices of the Church of England 
were inconsistent with the teaching of the New 
Testament. After several conferenoos with William 
Hanking and Eleazer Herring, pastors of the Baptist 
societies at Upton and Tewkesbury, he resigned his 
living, and waa formally introduced to the Baptist 
communion in October, 1691. Bichard Claridge 
" continued as an itinerant preacher among the 
Baptists for several months ; his habitation being at 
Bredon, lie sometimes preached there ; at other 
times at Tewkesbury, Bromesgrove, Pershore, West- 
mancote, and other neighbouring places." In 1692 
he became pastor of a Baptist church at the Bagnio, 
in Newgate Street, London, and continued in this 
work for more than two years. Besse's ' Life of 
Claridge' {1836j contains full particulars of his 

Kent adoption of Quaker priuciples, and of 
- 



• L 



' ot 

L tytl 

^^_ anc 



no Kvesham Frienda iii the OUen Time. 

'ills extensive travels in the ministry of the Gospel 
He died in 1723, and waa buried at Bnnhill Fiddi. 
London. " His piety toward Ood, liia lore to bti 
neighbour, the truth nud justiae of his words mi 
actions, made him as a hgbt in the world." 

V. BlSHAMPTON, 

The villa,ge of Bibhamptou is pleasantly sitiuteJt 
on the high open groand to the west of the Lea& 
Hills, at a distance of seven miles from EvesbaiD. 
In 1701 a motion was made " by Bichard Eiumsn. 
of Bishamptou, and other Friends thereabouts," thit 
"a meeting for the worship of God" should be 
Gstabhshed once a mouth, aud leave was given bj 
the Monthly Meetiug in the following terms:— 
" This meeting doth approve of the same, and tb* 
said meetiug is appointed to be held at Bidiftld 
Kinman'g house upon the 4th first-day in evay 
month, if God permit." It is not known how touj 
attended this gathering, or what ntmiber of yewa 
elapsed before it was discontinued. 

Bichard Einman occasionally attended the dumb* 
meeting at Evesham. In 1708-7 he was robbed dC 
several pounds' worth of wheat and hay by the pricct 
of tho parish, who seut a man to take it away " for 
tythea, so called." John Aleigh, of Hob Lcnch, vai 
another Friend who was victimized in 1710 in i 
:tmlar manner. "John Woodward, ye Couitsblt. 
oome with a warrant under the hands aud sei^s of 

Lomas Ilaselwood, Francis Sheldon, aud Qoorga 
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Gardner, Jnstices, and took from him two cowb 
■worth £6, and aonld them for £5, whare of he 
returned thirty-two shillings." 

Among the Monthly Meeting papers is a very long 
I confession given forth by Jonathan Hazard, of 
BishamptOD, in 1700,- stating that it " was not 
because the Quakers' judgment, or doctrine, or way 
of worship was false " that he fell away from them, 
but because he had " hcai-kened to other voices," 
which brought him into a snare by hearkening to 
the voice of his father, and "by taking a wife 
contrary to the people of God called Quakers," His 
acknowledgment of wrong-doing was accepted by the 
meeting ; and we meet with his name again in 1728 
in connection with the purchase of Nauntoii Beau- 
champ meeting-house. 

VI. Naunton Beauchamp. 

Naunton Beauchamp is a small village, lying about 

four miles north of the town of Pershore. Its ancient 

timber- framed Court is couspicuons from a distance, 

but the cluster of tiuy black and white cottages and 

the old square church-tower are almost entirely 

hidden by a mass of tali elm trees. In 1728 John 

Beaufoy, Thomas Bamell, Thomas Marshall, and 

James Elley, were desired by Worcestershire 

Quarterly Meeting " to review a little messuage of 

Jonathan Hazard's at Naunton, and if they approve 

' Perhaps a aou of .lolin Uftznrd. wbo died in 171T, aged 

^^^^^d waH buried in the »:otilh aisle of Bishumpton cliurdi.^^^J 
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thereof, to purchase the same. Note: ye suae ia 
intended for a meeting-honse and baiyiiig-gRiaiid." 
The Committee decided to parchaae it, luid £12 18t. 
was accordingly paid out of the coonty stoeL 

(^"Note: that the pnrchase-inoae? wae £l'i 18*., hnl 
JoDatban Hassard retarned £2 thereof, to be appljed 
to ye repairing thereof.") Worcester and Evesham 
Friends soon met on the spot, and arranged for tha 
needful repairs to " ye little house at N&nton " ; and 
ia 1729 it was arranged to commence a meeting "«k 
the afores^ littel house on ye 2d first-day ia ye next 
month, and that Friends would attend the same." It 
was shortly afterwards reported that " there has been 
three meetings at the meeting-honse at Nanton, and 
acco'" given of people's sobriety and some hopes of 
fruits; and its desired that Fr^' will continue Ibeir 
care in attending the same." In December, 1729, a 
paper was prepared by the Q. M. " to represent ont 
Grievances to ye justices of ye Peace, in their refnsall 
to record a House at Naunton Besham for a Meeting- 
House." For some nnexplained reason, the work in 
this Tillage did not prosper ; and in 1748 WiUian 
Eoberts was sent over to see what "reparations" 
were necessary, and to inform " any person whom Im 
may think proper that it will probably be sold." A 
purchaser was Boon found, and the " Nanton meetitig- 
liouse, with the hoards and benches therein," was 
disposed of for the sum of f IS 19a. 6d. Thus euM 
the mission to the villagers of Nanutou, begun 
hopefully only twenty years before ; and 



The Ten Associated Mectiiiijii. 218 

failure was added to the long list of aboitive Quaker 
enterprises. 

In 1719 John Stanley, of Nauntoa Beanchamp, 
■was married to Sarah Kilabj, daughter of William 
£ilaby, of Eersoe, deceased. 

VII. Laight's Ghben.'- 

Eemote and obscure as were many of the meeting- 
places of the early Friends, few were more completely 
removed from the husy haunta of men than the little 
house at Laight's Green, near the village of Flyford 
Flavell, on the Aleester and "Worcester road. 

Following the winding lanea past Kington Mill 
Bud Townsend, we reach the retired spot now known 
as "Light Green," where Richard Laight formerly 
resided. Inside the gate of a large orchard are the 
eeattered remaina of the house once occupied by the 
Laigbta, which fell down many years ago. At the 
west end of the orchard stands a timber -f ram ed 
cottage in a most ruinous condition. Its walls are 
bulging and ready to fall ; its doora and windows are 
gone ; its roof is broken through, and masses of dai'k 
ivy and wild clematis trail freely over its tileleaa 
rafters. Around it is a garden, in which the few 
remaining roses are weU-nigh choked by nettles and 
hemlocka. A dark stagnant pool, covered with green 
weeds, lies in one comsr of the small enclosure. 

* In the pariBi) of ElngtoD (or ''Einetan"), and far this 
reason always called " Eeinton Meeting" in the (J. M. 
Minutes. 
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This must be "the little tenement" beqneathed ty 
Ricliatd Laight to the Society of Friends in 17&1; 
and its present condition is strikingly embtematio of 
the decay of Quaker influence in that mral distrioL 

We first meet with the name of Richard Laight in 
the year 1690. when a distress vas issued agund 
him for tithes.* By that time the meeting was 
probably established at his house. It was at fint 
included in the " Monthly Meeting of Alcester and 
Eedditch"; but was transferred to ■' Eveaham 
M. M." in 1706. 
' When Eichard Laight died, in 1724. be left "» 
l-Uttle house and garden" to the Society, and > 
, Committee was appointed by tlie Q, M, to see " what 
may be proper to be done to ye same for ye accom- 
modation of Friends to meet there." It la belieW 
that the meeting was continued for many yean- 
The house was sold to Elizabeth Andrews a 
1754. 
The property at Light Green is still owned by lb 
I Laight family, two of whom are now living atFlytiti 
laveU. 

VIII. EUDGBWAY. 

After visiting Lady Conway in 1677, Georgo Fox 
||iroceeded to the house of a Friend named " Jobn 
^tangley," who lived "about two miles" troa 
^Bagley Hall. Here he held two meetings, and 

' Beaxe, ii., p. 89. Phillip Clough. another member ol lUt 

la also proaeouted for (itheG. 
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enjoyed the company of William Dewsbury, who 
Btayed with him " ahout half a day." 

John Stanley's house was situated at Cladswell, 
not far from the road between Evesham aud 
Redditch, which is here conveyed along a line of 
low hnis, dividing the counties of "Warwick and 
Worceato!'. From this Ridge, or Eudge-way, a fine 
view is obtained of the aniTOunding country. George 
Fos'a visit to Cladswell apjjears to have resulted in 
the establishment of the " Eudgeway Meeting." The 
following minutes contain the sum-total of informa- 
tion respecting this little company of worshippers : — 
1727 (M. M.).— " This meeting hath thought fit to 
appoint Henry Mutton, John Stanley, j'un., 
and Thos. Beesley, to meet Bichard Lucas, of 
Ipsley, at ye nest Eudgway meeting, in order 
to advise him to reclaim his disorderly con- 
versation." 

Report was made that "auch an answer 

had been received from him as imply'd his 

regret for his past conversation, and desire 

to be of better behaviour for ye time to 

come." 

1787.—" Whereas a meeting for worship was ns'd 

to be held once a mouth at ye Eudgeway, it is 

now agreed by ffrieuds which constitute ye 

same to drop meeting there, and for ye future 

to bold ye said meeting at Aulcester." 

A Friend named Joseph Foord, who hved on the 

Budgeway, enffered heavily for hia consistent testi- 
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tlte uiti-clinstian and oppreeKve 
'joke of tidK3." Between 1785 and 1794 (uicliui?e) 
bs lost enc^ of the nine of £145 lit. lOd. 

Tbb SuKi-Kn. — The Stanley family were etid; 
tasmectei with the Society of Friends in this distriet, 
and many of their descendants became firm and csd- 
sistent sopporters of the principles of Qoakemm. 
The following iioi«s are chiefly taken from dM 
roisters of the Monthly Meeting. 

In 1672 John Stanley, of Cladswell, married Mat; 
Beading, danghter of William Reading, of Linn, fa 
parish of Shenstoue, Staffordshire. From > 

kper, " wrote by John Stanley with his own huid> 
touching himself, and Mary, his deceased wiK 
and what they pass'd through during the time lb«J 
lived together" (dated l€49l, ve learn that lie wu 
the son of Fonlke Stanley and Frances his wife, and 
that he was baptised " according to the Protestaol 
way, Jan. 8rd, 1648." At the age of nineteen "dit 
Lord, lu Uia great love, opened his understanding, 
and by His power, thro' His servant Richard Moore, 
he was convinced of God's everlasting truth." In tli« 
saiuo paper he goes on to say : — " When the Prieil 
that I had been a hearer of perceived that I had took 
a wife contrary to tlieir way, and came not to heal 
him nor to pay him, he was soon tilled with envy, and 
forthwith began to prepare war against us." Tb« 
remuiudor of the paper is occupied with a long 
nccoiuit of the persecutions and imprisonments 
tmduroil by John Stanley, beoauae he would u 
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tithes, Eaater-dues, &o., being (loiivinced " that inno- 
cent suffering moat became the Gospel of Christ." 
The " John Stanley, of Inkborough," mentioned by 
Beaee (vol. ii., p. 89), waa probably the same indivi- 
daal. He concludes the paper by saying tliat his 
experience had been tbat God did not forsake those 
who suffered tor His name's sake. Mai-j Stanley 
died in 1693. In 1694 John Stanley was married a 
second time to " Elizabetli Chandless, widow, late of 
Pirton, in the Co. of Stafford, now of Worcester." 
He died in 1706. 

Mary, daughter of the above-named John Stanley, 
was married in 1718 to John Foord, son of Joseph 
Foord, of Gi-aftou. 

The farm at Gladswell was afterwards occupied 
by a second John Stanley, who married Ann 
Braine of Long Compton in 1748. Like his father, 
be consistently opposed all ecclesiastical demands ; 
but Bereaford Baker, the Vicar of Inkberrow, 
removed a portion of his crops almost every year 
from 1711 to 1775. The fermbouse where he lived 
is situated among the tr^es on tlie west elope of the 
Eidgeway, within sight of the road leading to 
Bedditch. At the east end of the house is the small 
plot of ground " given and granted by John Stajiley 
the elder for the use of Friends as a burial place." 
The present proprietor states that the graveyard ia 
full of human remains, but all the mounds have now 
disappeared, and no hedge or fence divides it from 
the adjoining field. 
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The Sionleya of Arrow (afterwards of E^oaln)^ 
were distautly related to the Stanleys of GladawelL 
The marriage certificate (dated 1687) of " Bichaid 
Stanley, of the Manor of Arrow, yeoman," with 
Grace Rnsaell, of Warwick, is still preaervrf. 
llicliard Stanley died in 1718, and Grace, his widow. 
iu 1722. They had several sons, one of whoiD 
raarried Hannah Pace, of Maiaemore, in 1717, an3 
another, Sarah, daughter of Paul Eilsbey, of Kersoe. 
iu 1719. Richard, the youngest son, who then liTsd 
at Cleeve Prior, married Rebecca (daughter of oU 
John Stanley, of CladsweU) in 1726. He aftecwardi 
removed to the Parka Farm, Offenham. In 1757. 
Ifary, daughter of this Richard Stanley, of Offenhflm. 
was married at Alceater meeting-house to Tbomu 
Pumpbrey, of Tewkesbury (maltster and coopen- 
The union between these two families will not bf 
forgotten so long as the name of Stanley Piuaplir^ 
is a houaebold word in the Society of Friends. 

Other members of the Stanley family resided M 
Nauntou Beauchamp, Bretforton, Euigley (neK 
Alceater), Netberton. and Bengewortli ; and ihey 
became connected by marriage with the Haniaci, 

IMarshalla, Beealeys and other well-known FriendB. 
IX, EBDorrcH. 
The history of the tittle body of Friends at Beddittfe 
Iresenta few features of general interest. Nothini 
Is knovm of the origin of the meeting there, Uu 
i — _ 
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only informatioQ that we poaasBs being that it was 
established before the close of the 17th century. 
In 1708 Worcestershire Q. M. " thought it conve- 
nient to purchase Eedditch meeting-house and a. 
little piece of land adjoyning thereunto." Accord- 
ingly the sum of £40 7s. 6d. was sabHcribed by the 
Friends of the county, and " the meeting-house, 
graveyard and slingett of land " became the property 
of the Society. In 1709 " the above-mentioned 
slingett of land was q^ unto Moses Sarjant for 
fifteene poundes," 

Bedditch Friends were remonstrated with in 1709 
for the non-attendance of Monthly Meetings. The 
only representatives whoso names are placed on 
record were Isaac Lewis, John Lewis, Moses 
Bheward, and John Sheward. Several disownments 
afterwards took plane, and the Society appears to 
have almost entirely died out before 1750. 

In 1766 it was decided only to hold the meeting 
by special appointment. In 1771 the Q. M. minuted 
the fact that " a meeting was held at Bedditch, and 
attended hy many Friends of the county, as well as 
several from Warwickshire, and Timothy Bevington 
reports that it was large, solemn, and to good 
satisfaction. Many of the neighbotirs attended." 
Prom this time a religious gathering once in twelve 
months was arranged for, and care was taken that 
the innkeepers were informed of the date of the 
meeting. The last mention of such an a 
in 1798. 
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The meetmg-hoiiBe was thoroughly lepairod in 
1786. In 1805 it was converted into a dweUin^ 
house, and this was disposed of in 1820. 



X. Alcestee. 
[ The town of Abester ia situated within the linBki 
WarwickHhiru, and for this reason we shaM 
expect to £nd that Alceater meeting of Friends wu 
originally associated with the other meetings in that 
county. But this was not the case, for it wm 
included in the boundary of Wore esters hire QQarlalj 
Meeting from the earhest settlement of the Qokker 
discipline. Its junction with Evesham in 1706 hu 
heen already referred to. 

In 1706 Warwick Quai-terly Meeting ordered ik 
subordinate meetings "to bring in as ample an 
account as may be, by whom their meetiugn vttt 
first settled and the Friends that first decliired truth 
to them." As the result of this inquiry it toj 
recorded " that Eiehard Hubberthome did largelj 
declare the blessed truth of Christ in Warwick, 
Coventry, Kenilworth, Alcester, and Stratford, aai 
other places, by the space of one month, in 1660, 
and did gather many to the truth,"* From thb 
it appears that " the famous Bichard HnbberthociM"( 
was the founder of Alcester meeting. 

* Mian tea of Warwick Meeting ('While's Frfaod* d 
WornickHhire,' p. til.) 

t- " The; had got to their champion the luaoDa Bithari 
bbberthome, well known by hia printed pamphlaiai caii* 
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The newly -gathered company of Friends were not 
allowed to worship unmolested, for, " on the 9th of 
Deo ember. 1660, Humphrey Becland, Rioliard 
"Woodwiii'd, and John Tombs, were forcibly dragged 
out of the meeting and carried before Justice Lee, 
who abused them both by words aud blows, and, not 
admitting them to speak iu their Just defence, 
committed them to prison, where the cruel gaoler 
pat them in irons, and abut tbem up in the duugeou 
among felons. There they were kept close prisoners 
from one aasizes to another, and never brought to 
any legal trial."" Wo have no menus of knowing 
to what extent the Friends at Alceater suffered under 
the oppressive laws ngaiust Moncouformity, which 
wrought such fearful havoc during the reign of 
Charles II. ; but they probably came in for their fall 
share of persecution, shame, and loss. 

The meeting-house, with its adjoining graveyard, 
was secured on lease iu 1677, and in 1727 was 
conveyed to six trustees. The house itself was 
rebuilt or much altered in 1G99, aud again in 1829. 
In 1745 a " small parcel of field land lying near 
Aulcester" was purchased for the sum of £tiO, this 
amount being available from the legacies of Isaac 
Aveiill and William Sambadge, of Broadway, The 



Bpeak truth, tbe moat rational, calm -spiii ted man of liis 
jailgment timt I was ever publicly eayaged at;uiiit."— ' Adam 
MarlindELte's Autobiogcaphj,' p, IIS. 
" Bease, vol. i, p. 762. 
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,rly reot arising Uierefrom was placed at tliu 
'fiispoaal of WoreeBterahira Quarterly Meeting. 

In 1798 Thomas and Mary Pninplirey, of Atoests, 
suffered for their refusal to pay chui-ch rates, or to 
contribute towards " raising men for the navy." 

Friends were never very numerous at Aicestei, 
and the meeting grew smaller and smaller, onlil 
the removal of several families and the death of olil 
and respected members at last led to the discoii' 
tinuauce of the regular gatherings. Charles Trastsd. 
of Oversley, removed to Kobs in 1806, and Samuel 
T. Westcombe to Worcester in 1835. The meeting- 
house was then altered into a dwelling, and leti Iwt 
it still remains the property of the Society. 

A long Testimony respecting Joseph Wiblin of 
Alcester, is inEerteJ among the minutes of the 
Monthly Meeting. " He was a man that (eand 
God and eschewed evil. Especially in wlmt mlatcd 
to church disoipline, he was very zealous, sparvilig 
no paines whereby he might he serviceable in ye 
promoting of Truth. He had in some d<!gree % 
continual care of jealousy over the Church of 

Christ His care was great over tlie widowi, 

and he was frequent in visiting the sick, wherein b* 
had a great service. His ministerial testimony WM 
very hvely, answering to hfe in such who were aoM 
sharers with him thereia." Ho died at AJoester IB 
ITIO, aged thirty-eight, having been eng&gttd u ft 
minister since his twenty-second year. Tli« TMtJ* 
mony is signed by nineteen Friends, who conclude 
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by saying: — " We have good grounds to believe he 
has received ye recompence of reward that is hiyd 
up for ye faithfull." 

The Marshall Family. — Before concluding this 
brief account of Alcester Meeting, some allusion 
must be mnde to the old family of the Marshalls, 
whose history is closely interwoven with that of the 
Society of Friends at AlesBter, Netherton, and other 
places. 

The laborious researchoa of Dr. G. W. Marshall* 
have resulted in the collection of a vast amount 
of information respecting the Marshall family ; and 
the details contained in his " Miscellanea Marea- 
calhana " show conclusively that the name was at 
one time a very faioilinr one in many parts of the 
county of Worcester, Extracts are given from the 
parish registera of All Saints and St. Lawrence, 
Evesham (1542-1729), proving that a numerous 
family of Marshalls was settled there over a con- 
siderable period.! The registers of Salford, Offen- 

• See hia ' Miacelliiiiea Uftrascalliana, being Genealogicnl 
Notes on the siu-Dame of Marshall." 2 vols. ("To atl Marshalls 
all over the vorld I bequeath this work gratia.") 

t Abetroct of will of Anthony Marshall, of All Baints, 
Evesham, " apothooarie," April S, ll)4t). To be buried in 
churohyard of All Saints aforesd by mj father. Mj mother 
Margaret M., widow, messuage and garden cow in possession 
of Henry Birch, giover, and the ■■everaion thereof to broOier 
Phillip Marshall in fee, in cod'soq whereof sd. Phillip is to 
pay £30 to my sister Ann, wife of John SufSeld. My sister 
Ales. M. £25. William Martin, Edmd. Yonng, and Thomas 
Jones, of Sveaham, ex'ors. 




of Ste|)h« IbniMll. tke Puitui dinoe «1w div 
tiagnahei. luBaflf in wmal wrted eaatn>v€fsiM.t 
-Ibe win a<Bd|* HvabaD. •• tibe «lder.~ " TCMBM." 

«M dated 34Ui Angasi, 166S. He *ppoint«d Ml 
■oo B«lpii exfcntor. «i>d ia Ms vill mentioned tba 
BfttnM of B«lpb*9 ehiUreo, viz.. Usir. SnauiiMi 
Bilfhe. Nicbol&s, EGzaleth, Thomas, Jtdui, aai 

* * An AccouDt of the Tovnehip ot Cbnrch Ensiono.' ^ 
Be*. E. Marehall. M.A-, F.S.A. 

• " He formed one ot • the Gv« Smectynmi,' *s ih«7 ««• 
called from tbe title of & boob, verj- btmoua in it« daj. ■■ 
reply t« Biabop HaH'e defence of episcojiBc; and titaqr. 
which book purported lo have besn writtan by ■ Sini-etytiutiiM.' 
• word oompoBed ot the inili&lB of tbe aaihara' naiB*>, 
(tlaiihun Marithall. F.dotand Calatnr. Tbonuu Young, Matbvv 
Mnwcomcn, snd Witliam Spuvstow." — ' lilem. of 
Kturgo. p- o. 
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Fraucia, It is impossible to give the geneuJogJea 
with much certainty, but it appears that John 
Maraball mentioneil above, who was bom at Little 
Tew in 16-16, married Mary Eimmel (or Eamel) in 
1671, and was the first to connect himself with the 
Society of Friends. He had a large family, who, aa 
they grew up, were scattered about in tliffereiit parts 
of Worcestershire — Edmund to Upper Lemingdon 
(near Uoreton-in-Muish}, and afterwards to Sedge- 
berrow ; John to Elmley Castle ; Ralph to Netherton ; 
and Thomas to Lemingdon. It is probable that the 
other sons and the two daughters were also located 
within the limits of Worcestershire Quarterly 



It would be gratifying to the Quaker taste for 
genealogical lore if these family details were more 
fully exposed, showing bow the Marahalls became 
connected with the Stanleys, the Harrises, the 
Kilsbeya, the Enochs, the Brimyards, and the Hunts; 
but the result would be lacking in general interest. 
Thomas Marshall (son of John M. of Netherton) 
married his cousin Bebecca Ma^'shall in 1760, and 
went to live at Kingley Farm, near Alcester. Their 
daughter Mary married Joseph Sturge, of Olveston, 
in 1787, and became the mother of the renowned 

• Dc. MftrahRll gives the willa of Digorj Marshall, of 
KaWiiffe (1712); John U. of LimehouBe (1703); and Eliz. 
M. ot LimehouBe (170j), whose beiueBta fleam lo show that 
they were members of the Sooietj of FriendB. — 'MiaoeU. 
MurescBlliaiiB,' i. p. IhO. 
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philanthropiat Joseph Stnrge, of Birmingliain, whose 
youthful days were partly spent at his grandfatlier's 
farm at Kingley. The little lad loved to roam iu tha 
Bagley Woods, and took the keenest delight ia 
Etccompanying old Thomas Marshall in his fieliiug 
and shooting expeditions. Nearly sixty years Inter, 
when passing the "Fish Inn," at Wixford, Joseph 
Bturge recollected that he had onoe de&aaded tbo 
landlady of the sum of sixponce, and lie did iiot fee) 
easy until ]ie had remitted £6 to her only snrviriiig 
descendant.* 

Thomas Marshall removed from Kingley to 
Olveston, in G-loucestorshire, in the year 1803. 

' Kiahard'a ' Momairs of Joa. Starve,' Cbap. I. 





In closing this brief page in the great book of 
English Church History, we cannot lielp beiug 
Btruok with the fact that it closely reeemblea many 
another page in the same mighty volume. There is 
the usual record of Divine faithfulness, and of human 
infirmity ; of revival and prograss ; of indifference 
and decay. We see God working with imperfect 
instruments, and man hindering His work by that 
perversity of mind vfhich refuses to learn from the 
experience of the past. But notwithstanding that 
there Is much over which we would gladly draw the 
veil of forge tfulneas, there ia far more which is 
worthy of our constant remembrance ; and we 
cannot peruse these annals of sufferings bravely 
endured, and victories peacefully won, without feeling 
that the best evidences of the truthfulness of 
Christianity are to be found in the lives of its 
devoted adherents. 

The Society of Friends ia adapthig itself socially, 
intellectually, and pohtically to the changing needs 
of the present day. It remains to be seen whether 
it can still play its part as a Christian Church in 
ministering to the spiritual wants of the human heart. 
The law of development operates with appalling 
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faitJifdnesB In tlie apiritaal sphere, and is closelj 
allied with the law of adaptation. Unless both aa 
recognized by the Society of Friends in tlie closiug 
years of this nineteenth century, a revival of its 
foi-mer uBefulness can hardly he looked for ; bnt & 
reoognition of these principles, if coupled vridi 
dependence upon the Divine blessing, may jet 
reserve for it an honourable place in the great 
harvest-field of the world. 
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